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DEFENDING YOUR FAITH

Putting this into our hands has been a body effort. Wisg@od for the many
who served Him in order to help us focus our study on the ¢fopesus Christ.

A host of people checked the pages for clarity and corestaad we are grate-
ful to each one of you. We made some changes after théif smif there are
errors, they belong to us. Brigette Jourdian craftedlitistration on pg. 71, and
Laura Sitzman with many joyful servants faithfully @dd and bound to make it
possible for this study to be a resource for us. Thauakajldor serving the Lord
with gladness. May we faithfully proclaim the excellen@&siim who called

us into His marvelous light! ~Pastor Bob Froese

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peoplest
own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him vidd yaili
out of darkness into His marvelous light..” 1 Peter 2:9
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DEFENDING YOUR FAITH

“When you know
Romans 1-8 experi-
entially, you'll have
no problem defend-
ing your faith be-
cause you'll under-
stand doctrine.
You'll be able to
focus on loving the
person while pre-
senting the gospel
rather than focus on
a “program” of
witnessing.”

~Bob Froese

WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?

A. The gospel is God's response to our rebellion that garates us from
Him. The gospel is God’'s Son (Romans 1:1-4).

1. The Old Testament (OT) begins with a glance at tiwdig perfect
beginning, followed by the entrance of sin that brought thikendgs
of death and our need of a Savior. When we continuesaid we
discover Israel’s history, the inner lives of the psalméeats, power-
ful sermons of the prophets. All of the OT points to Jesoisiing
to earth (Romans 1:2).

a. The hope of Israel was that while walking in darkniss;
would see a great light (Isaiah 9:2-7).

b. Inthe New Testament (NT), we read how Jesus came to
earth and what He did to overcome all darkness (John 1:5-
13).

c. All who follow Jesus are walking in light. Our sig,ae
confess it, is exposed and forgiven. We have nothing to
hide as we enjoy the relationship with God and each other
(John 12:35-36, Ephesians 5:7-14, 1 John 1:5-7).

2. One aspect of Jesus Christ’s ministry is human (Roth&hs
a. Jesus descended from David (Matthew 1:6).

b. Jesus took on human nature...our flesh, our weaknesses, our
hurts and heartaches, our pains, our agonies, and our needs
(Hebrews 4:15).

c. Jesus became a human body for the express purpose of be-
ing tortured and killed (John 12:27).

3. The other aspect of Jesus’ ministry is divine (Romadjs 1:
a. He was resurrected with the power of God.

b. He was raised up to glory, power, honor, and supreme rule
forever.

4. The Father and the Son are always in perfect harnmimgacy, and
shared glory.

B. Why did the gospel come to us through Jesus Christ (Rans 1:5)?

1. In our human lives on earth, we are able to see ting of God be-
cause Jesus took on flesh (John 1:14).

2. Jesus was born as a babe and subjected himself toydlageow us
how to be bond slaves ourselves (Philippians 2:7-8).



The Gospel Greeting

3. What was the slavery that Jesus subjected Himself to?
a. The flesh and it's weaknesses and limitations

b. He took on Himself the full wrath of God—the conse-
guences of our sin, our crimes before God.

II. WHY DOES PAUL OFFER THE GOSPEL? WHAT DOES IT
SOLVE?

A. Our relationship with God because we are rebels atdart.

1. The gospel is not offered to fix broken relationshipselp us in
loneliness or disconnectedness, to give us direction and purpose,
to help us be happy. Although these things are true, buatkayot
what the gospel is designed to do.

The first thing the gospel does is take care of ourlrebegainst
God, to bring us from disobedience to obedience.

B. Our inner response to the gospel.

1. How do we feel when we hear the command to give up everypoya

that stands in the way of being a bond slave to God?
2. Any other allegiance is rebellion.

C. Our outer response to the gospel.

1. What is the first thing that people know about us?

2. Does our life and attitude line up with what God says atobedif-
ferences? If not, the gospel is maligned (Titus 2:5).

3. Is the gospel the first and most important thing aselto share

with people?

[ll. THE GOSPEL PUTS A LONGING INTO OUR HEARTS FOR
OTHERS TO BELIEVE AND BE SAVED.

A. Those who respond to the gospel will serve God in Hisiarch (Romans
1:8-17).

1.
2.

God is looking for us to have faith (Romans 1:8, 17, Hebiév@).

Faith results in obedient, faithful service to God isrel/idenced by
prayer that expresses to God our needy dependence and reliance
Him (Romans 1:9-10).

Faith results in eagerness to encourage each otlthefadvancing
of God's church (Romans 1:11-15, Matthew 6:10).

a. God intends our life together as a local church to didig
Gospel grace to the watching world (Ephesians 1:22-23).
b. Rather than asking, “What is God’s will for myel#’ ask,

“What is God's will?”

B. The power of the gospel is salvation that resulte bold righteousness by
faith (Romans 1:16-17).

“The entire Bible is a
story of redemption,
and it’s chief charac-
ter is Jesus Christ.
The story reveals how
God harnessed nature
and controlled history
to send His Son to
rescue rebellious,
foolish, and self-
focused men and
women. He freed

orthem from bondage to

themselves, enabled
them to live for His
glory, and gifted them
with an eternity in His
presence.”

~Paul Tripp

Not only unbelievers,
but also believers
need the gospel, Sin is
abhorrent to God no
matter who does it!
What hope do we have
but Jesus, sent by
God'’s goodness and
love. His sacrifice is
sufficient for salvation
and everyday clean-
sing. We must preach
the gospel to our-
selves everyday, for
we need a Savior not
just for yesterday but
also for today and

? Okbmorrow.
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Let's get acquainted with Paul. He was a Roman citizen, writingdble bf
Romans to the Romans (Acts 19:27-28). As a child, he was raised thyEalsus
and given the best Jewish education money could buy. His ability ttiedfgcea-
son with both Greeks and Jews reveals his familiarity with tleeksway of thinking
in which he was raised, and evidences his education under the most fabinusa-
maliel, a Benjamite who was known for scholarship and tradition. Reantweally
becomes a prominent Jewish leader, supervising the stoning of “rekelStdiphen
(Acts 22:19). Then, after his conversion, Paul surrendered his leadershimskil
obedience to God.

Paul was also skilled in tent-making, and would have had no problems run-
ning a business that gave him the finances he was accustomed to.eBhisafon-
version, he surrendered not only his leadership ability, but also hisymaieng
ability in obedience to God (Acts 20:33-35). In Romans 1:1, Paul deshirthsslf
three ways. What are they?

Why does Paul not list any of his credentials? He could have meahtigme
quality education (in both Greek and Jewish philosophies), his suodassimness,
his noteworthy ancestry and Roman citizenship, his successful gilanting ef-
forts, or listed his writings. He is introducing himself to people Wee never met
him. Why doyouthink Paul does not list his credentials? Wouldn't he want to make
a good first impression?

Enslaved By Love For Christ

The first way that Paul describes himself in Romans 1:1 idasdslave, a
bondservant, or a servant (depending on your translation). The Gretksear is
doulos This word describes people who were in debt, and were sold to pay ©off thei
debt. We do not have an equivalent of this word in our culture, becayse pkdm
tianity comes from bankruptcy and carry on. But in Rongeuloshad no righ_ts: they were not_allowed
deliberately signing to marry, thfe_y had no_rlght to trial, and they could be killed at tr_]e \_mhhmew
away my own rights, | OWner (tradition says if the owners feet were cold, he hadgheta slit thedoulos
and becoming a bond-| intestines and warm his feet inside them). By calling hintkelfos Paul identified
servant of Jesus himself with the lowest of low on the totem pole of the sociakipecorder in Rome.
Christ. Certainly Paul is humble, but there’s more going on. From theembRaul was
converted in Acts 9, he understood that he was a man under orders, honaadva
Master and Lord. Read the following verses and write down what youdbaut
your attitude towards God and serving Him:

Acts 20:24

The passion of Chris-

~Oswald Chambers

Matthew 22:37-38, John 14:15
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Called by Christ

The second way Paul identifies himself is as an apostlestiégare those
who had known the risen Lord personally, whom Jesus had appointed (called)
given authority. Paul's appointing as an apostle is found in Ac1$26¢ou and |
have not seen Jesus the way the apostles did, yatewalled into relationship with
Him, to be His disciples and make disciples. How did Jesus say peagteknow
that we are His disciples?

John 13:35

and

List ten of the ways we are commanded to treat other disciples:
1 Corinthians 13:4-7

If you asked those closest to you if you treated them acgptdiyour list, which ar-
eas would they say you are lacking in? Circle those areas, and wshkwimg then
love the way a disciple of Christ should.

Set Apart For The Gospel of Christ

Paul's third way of identifying himself is as “set apart” foe tiospel of
Christ. This means he was separated from everything else, he hadwaaednidter-
est in Jesus Christ. All other things were instrumental to ecmhslary to the gospe
Are we set apart for Jesus Christ like this? Spreading the gespla romantic,
grandiose job. Itis lived out in the nitty-gritty of our daydiay relationships and
lives.

For example, marriage is a picture of the gospel. When a man saltyific
loves, sanctifies, and satisfies his wife; or when a woman laresusband above
her children, loves her children above her home or job or otheitiesti and keeps
her home in obedience to her husband, the gospel is held high. \WachBible
studies or hold great outreach events, but the work of truly sprehéiggs$pel take
place in our daily life and friendships.

Read the following Scriptures, and write down what they teacit diwlding
the gospel high in marriage relationships. Note that Paul, although madnéund
this to be important teaching. Thus, if you are not married, pleaddgiwmre this.

Titus 2:3-5

LY

$ %

Ephesians 5:22-33

Write a personal prayer that expresses your needy dependence ondsod
ask Him to help you hold the gospel high in your day to day relationships) aetpt
you make disciples who do the same.




DEFENDING YOUR FAITH

Faith or facts...do
we need both?
Faith is not op-
posed to facts. If so
there would be no
gospel. Faithis,
however, more nec-
essary than facts,
because it is re-
quired for salva-
tion. Facts alone
do not provide the
faith necessary for
salvation.

Believing is impos-
sible without think-
ing. Faith has to be
based on facts.
Faith believes with-
out seeing, but not
without knowing,
Faith is not a gulli-
ble or non-thinking
acceptance of some-
thing, but rather a
belief in Jesus
Christ as He is re-
vealed in Scripture..

* 4

. WHY BOTHER WITH FACTS?

A. Scripture uses facts to strengthen the faith of bedivers.

1. Jesus says that the result of believers being strengthefescdyis
blessing (Luke 7:19-23).

2. Peter and John encourage believers by their eyewitnessotesnDf
Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:16-21, 1 John 1:1-4).

B. By the power of the Holy Spirit, the facts witness tand convince unbe-
lievers of Jesus Christ.

1. Paul used facts to introduce people to Christ (Act®-4,/Acts
19:8-10, Romans 1:20).

2. Evenifit appears no one is listening, it is stilkthwvhile to defend
your faith in God (Matthew 12:38-40, Acts 17:22-34, Philemon).

II. SCRIPTURE SHOWS US THAT OUR FAITH IS NOT BLIND,
BUT BASED ON FACTS.

A. The Old Testament teaches us to use our minds to cashsr what God
has done.

1. The purpose of miracles is to bring about belief in God.
a. Numbers 14:11, 1 Kings 18:24

2. We are not to be like ignorant animals, but to use dodsn
a. Psalm 32:8-9, Isaiah 44:20-22, Isaiah 41:21-23.

B. The New Testament gives many examples of facts for Jesugsng the
Son of the Living God, Lord, and the Christ.

1. The life of Jesus evidences that He was the Son ofitheylGod.

a. Jesus tells us to believe the fact of His works (Jd 5:
John 10:38).

b. The disciples point to the fact of Jesus’ miracletdiPin
Acts 2:22-24, Hebrews 2:3-4).

2. Jesus addresses questions of doubt in different wayendiag on
the heart condition of the one asking.

a. To unbelieversNhen skeptics doubted Jesus, he harshly

rebuked them, called them wicked and adulterous (Matthew

12:38-40).

b. To pre-believersNhen Thomas doubted Jesus’ resurrec-
tion, He mildly rebuked him, telling him it is more blessed

8
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to believe without seeing (John 20:24-29).

c. To believers When John's disciples doubted Jesus, He dig
not rebuke them, simply told them to look at the evidence
(Luke 17:19-23).

3. When we consider the crucifixion, we must either thinkedus as
either a liar, a lunatic, or Lord.

a. Ifyou view Jesus as a liar, you are denying the evidence
multiple eyewitnesses.

b. If you view Him as lunatic, you ignore the fact that alrapt

would never stand by and watch a lunatic son suffer and di

for his lunacy.

i. Mary, the mother of Jesus, knew beyond a shadow
of doubt that Jesus was who He said He was. She
knew that she was a virgin, and that He was con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit. If Jesus had had an
earthly father, she would have begged them not to
kill him, saying, “He’s a lunatic, don’t kill him.”

a. The only alternative is to view Him as Lord. If efeose
to deny Him, we are choosing to side with Satan (Matthew
6:24).

i. Our lives evidence whether or not He is Lord. It's
impossible to say “No, Lord,” because if He is Lord
of our lives, we will only say “Yes” to Him.

4. The resurrection is proof that Jesus was the Son ofl®adl, and
the Christ.

a. Luke, a Gentile physician, records accurately #sis)
showed Himself by many infallible proofs for forty days
after his resurrection (Acts 1:3).

b. Thomas would not believe without personal visual proof.
He was shown the same nail-prints that all of us who now
believe without seeing will spend eternity gazing athwit
hearts overflowing in grateful worship.

c. Thereis no such thing as Christianity without thanres-
tion of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:12-20).

[II.CREATION IS EVIDENCE OF GOD’S EXISTENCE
A. God has shown Himself to man through creationgeneral revelatioh
1. Creation is evidence of God’s attributes (Romans 1:20, Palinh
2. God is evident through our consciences (Romans 2:14-15)
B. God’'s Word (special revelatiohis necessary to live for God.
1. Our hearts deceive us (Jeremiah 17:9).
2. God's Word reveal what is going on in our hearts (Hebreh®).

3. God's Word prescribes everything we need for life andirgss
(2 Timothy 3:16-17, 2 Peter 1:3-4).

“In the beginning was
the Word, and the
Word was with God,
and the Word was
God. He was in the
beginning with God.
All things were made
through Him, and
without Him nothing
was made that was
made.”

1 John 1:1-3
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A study of what we believe will include evidences, since Scripture doe
teach us to have blind faith. We must know with our minds, not justootians,
what our faith is in. So this week, we’ll be looking at evidence fat, @gidence that
Scripture is God’s Word, and the evidence of sin in our lives.

God
Three of the evidences of God that we can consider are creatiampmaaience, and
our ability to know truth.

Creation: Read Romans 1:20. No-one is excused from knowing about the existence
of God. Why not?

Read Psalm 19:1 What does creation tell you clearly?

Conscience People do not argue about whether there are moral laws, bduayse t

are inside every created person. This can be seen by world-vagg coitural agree-
ment that crimes such as murder, child abuse, and kidnapping are wrong. Read Ro-
mans 2:14-15. What do even the unsaved have written on their hearts?

The conscience within man reveals God. If you'd like to read nbmwetahe moral
argument that conscience proves God’s existence, read Mere Cligidtia@i. S.
Lewis.

Our ability to know truth : Thinking and knowing that you think proves God’s exis-
tence. Without God’s existence and man’s creation in His iniegeuld be impos-
sible for man to have thoughts or emotions. Read Genesi®1:2B whose image

is man created? How is that different from animals?

Read Acts 17:27-28. What is God’s purpose in creating us and in the eveumts of
lives?

Read Colossians 1:13-20. What pleases the Father (vs. 19-20)?

10
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Scripture
Archeology: Archeology verifies Old Testament events and locations asatecur

For example, archeologists were able to dig to find the city spokml Kings 9:26
and 10:22 by following the accurate directions given there. Another@eas Nin-
evah, which archeologists found in the mid 1800’s, exactly it saysnah.

Eyewitness Testimony The gospel accounts of Jesus are based on eyewitness fac-
counts, and are respected as such by scholars. The picture of Jesuegbgsdre
four different gospel writers is basically the same, with dffi€themes being
stressed by each. Other ancient writers (Ignatius in 110 A.D. and ioilyda 5
A.D.) refer to verses in the gospels as words of Christ. ThaalDidache (an
early Christian article written in 130 A.D.) quotes portionsifithree gospels and
recognizes them as Scripture.

Changed lives The power of Scripture to change lives is evidence that itigble]
to inform us of what we believe. The fruit of changed lives shows tilatifiaGod’s
grace leads to good works, as described in Scripture.

Read 2 Timothy 3:15-17. What is Scripture able to do?

Your changed life is evidence that Scripture does what God saysdowilHow has
God changed your life to line up with Scripture?

Sin
Is allowing sin the same as causing sin? If a mother tells a chitd do something
and the child disobeys, did the mother cause the sin? No, of course natingllo
evil is not the same as causing evil. Those who question why God allogfsosin $ 0%
that they believe in absolute right and wrong, because to recognizeeguihtist 0
have an idea of good and wonder why good isn’t happening in that situatidn. Go
placed the idea of good in the one who asks the question, so by askingstienque
they are admitting that God exists. The fact that evil existeiwtnld is the most
frequent objection against God, but people who push this argument don't tdust Go
even while they prove His existence with their doubt.

Read Romans 1:21 and 3:23. Based on these two verses, how does tHefiBible
sin?

While God allows evil, He also fights it, and He is glorified thiotige battle. Thos
who live for God’s glory are instrumental in fighting evil. Fsample, in the Old
Testament, farmers were to leave the corners of their aoopisef poor. A New Tes;
tament example is seen through Paul collecting funds from alcthat had enough
food, for a church that was hungry. The battle against evil is ongoing, apcktiy,
as described in Ephesians 6:12. However, we must remember that Goorisusct

1%

Read Ephesians 6:10-11. What kind of attitude are we to have towardtlde bat
against evil?

Do we live as if we are strong in the Lord? God’s redemption plagsimshas
gained victory over evil! Read Revelation 12:9-12, 17:14, and 21:5-8. Then wrjite
your prayer of praise to the Lamb for His ultimate victory.

11
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“God’s righteous
anger is the right
reaction of perfec-
tion in the Creator
toward perversity in
the creature. ....The
thing that would be
morally doubtful
would be for Him
not to show His
wrath in this way.
God is not just—
that is, He does not
act in the way that
is right, he does not
do what is proper to
a judge—dnlessHe
inflicts upon all sin
and wrongdoing the
penalty it de-
serves.”

~J. |. Packer

“We will never
stand in awe of
being loved by God
until we reckon with
the seriousness of
our sin and the
justice of His wrath
against us.”

~John Piper

. WHY DO WE NEED RIGHTEOUSNESS?

A. We need righteousness because God pours His wratatan unrighte-
ousness. God is now revealing His wrath against unriglaesness and
ungodliness (Romans 1:17-18).

1. What is righteousness?
a. lItis conforming to the will and character of God.

b. It means to be changed to do the will of God and to I&ek li
Jesus Christ (Romans 8:29).

c. The gospel of Jesus Christ reveals the righteousn€asdof
(Romans 1:16-17).

i. Jesus said and did everything the Father told Him to
say and do (John 5:18, 8:28-29).

2. We can never achieve the righteousness that we need pe esca
God's wrath.

a. lItis only available in Jesus Christ (Isaiah 64:6, Raft9).
b. Itis only lived by faith (Romans 1:17, Ephesians 2:8-10).

3. Those who choose unrighteousness and ungodliness suppress and
hinder the truth, rather than respond to it (Romans 1:18).

4. What is unrighteousness?
a. lItis failure to relate to people as God would.
5. What is ungodliness?

a. lItis failure to relate to God with reverence arad {dob
28:28).

B. We must not ignore or downplay the fact of God’'s wrath.The message
of God’'s wrath comes straight from heaven (Romans 1:18).

1. If we don't understand that the wrath of God will be poungdon
unrighteousness for all eternity, we won't understand our foeed
salvation (Hebrews 10:30).

2. God poured out an eternity’s worth of His wrath on $ti& Jesus at
the cross to provide salvation, because of His great lovevéay
person (John 3:16).

Il. ARE THOSE WHO HAVE NEVER HEARD EXCUSED FROM
GOD’S WRATH?

A. No one is excused, because God has proved Himself apdlegaled Him-

12



Condemnation

self to everyone. God has revealed Himself in creationhigh is evident
to every single person on earth (Romans 1:19-20).

1. Creation declares God'’s glory without speech, and islplander-
standable by people (Psalm 19:1-6).

. No one can claim ignorance of God. The problem is thatan sup-
presses the truth and denies that God is the Creator @®nans 1:18-20).

1. The truth of God is plain enough for every persondarty perceive
it, because God has made it clearly visible (Romans 1:19).

2. No one on earth can ever stand before God and sayetatri¢d
away from God because God never revealed Himself to them.

3. All men have the revelation of God, and therefore ar&ydsfore
God if they have rejected Him.

. Ever since the creation of the world, two things havbeen clearly per-
ceived by every person (Romans 1:20):

1. Creation reveals God'’s eternal power so that every ppesorives
it. All can see that God is powerful. What does Getésnal
power mean in our lives?

a. God is arefuge, with everlasting arms that cardypaiatect
(Deuteronomy 33:27). When | have a problem, do | run to
Him or to man?

b. God is the everlasting place to dwell (Psalm 90:1-2). Do |
abide in God, or are things on earth more importante® m

c. God is an everlasting Father, Counselor, and Paihce
Peace. (Isaiah 9:6, 26:4, 40:26). Do | go to God for counsel
and find peace in Him?

d. God is eternal, and He alone is wise (1 Timothy 1:D0) |
seek God's wisdom or go elsewhere when | am confused pr
frustrated?

e. God is served by those with consciences cleansed by the
blood of Christ (Hebrews 9:14). Do | confess my sin to Gagd
and others daily?

2. Creation reveals God’s divine nature so that every peesgripes
it. The problem is not that God has not revealed Hifriget that
man wants to be god instead of letting God be God. dtes
God'’s divine nature mean for our lives?

174

a. We cannot be shaped into God'’s divine nature by what we
do...we must repent (Acts 17:29-30). Do | devise and plar]
or do | repent?

b. We are complete in Christ, in whose body the fullness of
God's divine nature dwells (Colossians 2:9-10). Do I look
for fulfillment in other ways, such as the actions asd r
sponses of others?

c. We cannot understand God's ways because they are higher
than ours (Romans 11:33-36). Do | accept whatever comes
into my life with gratitude?

d. God has given us everything we need for life (2 Pete4)1:3
Do | rely on and obey the promises of God in His Word?

13

To blaspheme is to
revile or speak re-
proachfully of, so to
blaspheme God is to
attribute the work of
God to Satan, and to
blame God for what
Satan is doing. Those
who want to blame
God for the evil in the
world are blasphem-
ing Him.
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To understand your need of salvation, you must understand God’s wrath.

If you think you are floating in smooth water, on a raft, in the hattsne
with a nice cool lemonade in your hand, you will ignore the irrigalifieline that is
being tossed at you. But if the wind is roaring and icy waves are mgashon you
while you are exhausted and drowning, you’ll grab the lifeline. It ig when we
know that we need to be saved from God’s wrath, that we will choosiealv All
too often, it isn’t until the weight of sin and God’s wrath is uponhat,Wwe cry out
for God’s mercy and salvation. How do the following Scripturese¢taGod’s
wrath?

Isaiah 33:12-14

Isaiah 59:18

Isaiah 66:3, 16, 23-24

Habakkuk 3:2

Matthew 25:41,46

John 3:36

John 8:44

Romans 9:22

Revelation 19:15

Revelation 20:14-15

God will inflict His wrath for all eternity. However, we are not hiegs be-
cause He has already poured out an eternity’s worth of His amaths Son Jesus,
for everyone who looks to Jesus and follows Him for salvation. S®aleb look at
God’s amazing mercy to see how, in faith, we can move from tqosf condem-
nation to one of blessing and safety.

To be saved from God’s wrath you must confess that you are a sinner.

What do the following Scriptures teach about our sin and the mercgd# G
Romans 3:10, 23

14



Condemnation

Romans 6:23

1John 1:9

Jeremiah 31:33-34, 32:38-42

To confess means to agree with God that our thoughts, words, and deeifsire
and do not line up with His Word.

To be saved from God’s wrath you must acknowledge that God has the solution.

What do the following Scriptures teach about how God has provided g Pe
Romans 5:8

=]

Romans 4:25

1 Peter 1:3

To be saved from God’s wrath you must turn from sin and trust Jesus Christor
His righteousness.

What do the following Scriptures teach about sin and faith insJélrist?
Romans 10:3

Romans 10:9-10, 13

Ephesians 2:8-9

Acts 16:31, Joel 2:32

Those who are saved from God’s wrath live for God in reliance upon Him, in th
power of the Holy Spirit.

What do the following Scriptures teach about trusting and relying d? Go
Romans 12:1-2

11%

Romans 14:17-19

Romans 8:28-29

Do you realize that you are a sinner worthy of God’s wrath? Do you ac-
knowledge before God and man that you believe Jesus Christ died for yoartha
cross and endured God’s wrath for you? Have you turned from unbeigbar self
-centered life to receive Him as your Lord and Savior? If soewtit a prayer of
thanks to God for His great love in sending Jesus to die for you, andragk Help
you live in faith in a way that is pleasing to Him. If you hawe¢ received Jesus, thg
choose today to believe and follow Jesus. Write a prayer of tha@adtfor saving
you from His wrath.

N
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“Come and glorify
God by confessing
your sin. Come and
glorify Him by ac-
cepting pardon
through the blood
of His dear Son.
Come and glorify
Him by asking His
Spirit to renew your
mind. Come, yield
yourself to His
sweet gospel.”

~Charles Haddon
Spurgeon

WHAT ABOUT PEOPLE WHO DON'T KNOW GOD?

A. Whether people know God is not the question. God hasvealed Him-
self to all people. The question is whether they rejeor accept Him.

B. Sinis evidence of rejection of God. Here’s thevb-part definition of sin:
to not honor or glorify Him, and to not thank Him (Romans 1:21).

1. How do we honor or glorify God? By weeping over our sirfaby
ling on our face and knowing we are nothing before the Magt,H
by accepting His righteousness, adoring His bleeding Sortysid
ing in His infinite compassion.

a. Because of what God has shown you about Himself, do you
choose obedience that raises people’s opinion of Godeor a
you more concerned about people’s opinion of you, or about
whether God does things in a way that makes sense to you?

2. What happens when we are not thankful? We despise @od’s
and Word, we dishonor the day God has created for usyamchm-
ple on the precious blood of Christ.

a. Do you trace all your good things back to God, resulting i
gratitude that leads you to serve Him (with delight)?

b. Do you adore and worship Him with the love of your heart?
If you do not delight in God, you do not adore Him. If you
do not trust Him, you do not worship Him.

C. Rejecting what God has shown about Himself throughreation stems
from trying to reason one’s way out of responsibility ® God (Romans
1:21b).

1. When people reject God, it is a deliberate act bghthiey ignore
experiential knowledge of God based on creation.

a. Rejecting God results in judicial blindness from God
wherein He darkens foolish hearts.

b. God gives people over to what they want.

c. We do what we do because we want what we want because
we believe what we believe.

2. When people reject God, their darkened or blinded hearigest
themselves in two ways:

a. They have a wrong, lofty, prideful evaluation of thenesel
(Romans 1:22).
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b. They attempt to change the object to which they apones
sible. Instead of choosing to worship the Creator, wnay
ship something that has been created (Romans 1:23).

II. THE GUILT OF REJECTING GOD

A. What do people actually do when they reject God? Paul tehes that
people do three things in rejecting God.

1. They change the glory of God into idolatry (Romans 1:21-23).

a. Anything we are willing to sin to get becomes and idol
which we are worshipping.

2. They change the truth of God into a lie (Romans 1:25).

a. An example of a lie we have believed is the femimgenda,
evidenced by our feminized mindsets.

3. They give up the knowledge of God after evaluating it, chgdsie
material over the spiritual (Romans 1:28).

a. We must be careful not to listen to experience dinfgse
(material) rather than God's Word (spiritual).

B. What can we know about every single person in the worl@ho is in a
lost state, without the salvation provided only in Jesis

1. The knowledge of God was revealed to them (Romans 1:19).

2. They knew it experientially (Romans 1:21).

3. They did not accept the full knowledge that they had @sni:21).

4. They understood the result of their rejection—death (Roma&a3. 1:
C. All the world is guilty.

1. All have rejected the revelation of God (Romans 3:10-11).

a. God works to draw us to Him, so that we will ngeceHIim
(Acts 17:24-27).

2. All need His righteousness, available only by faith.

a. God loves every single person in the world so much tlat |
not only sent His Son to be murdered, but He also gives J

sus Christ’s righteousness to all who accept it by faith.

[I.THE RESULTS OF REJECTING GOD

A. God delivers people over to the natural result of theiunbelief.

1. Look for the words, “God gave them up/over,” found in thetoll
ing verses (Romans 1:24-28).

B. When people follow the lies of Satan, they begin to wallk conformity to
the lie. Three results of rejecting God are descrilze

1. God gave them up to all forms of uncleanness, and thequeng@l
lifestyle (Romans 1:24-25).

2. God gave them up to all forms of sexual depravity, andaingee
guential lifestyle (Romans 1:26-27).

3. God gave them up to a mind that would not retain Hiits iknowl-
edge, and the consequential lifestyle (Romans 1:28-32).
17
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DEFENDING YOUR FAITH

Throughout the ages, God has always revealed Himselfatiameand He con-

& -& tinues to do so. In His mercy, He always makes ativatyreveals how people can walk
in relationship with Him. With Moses and the Israelitdse looked for obedience, and
gave them written law so they would know how to obey whas&ld. With the apostles
and the church, He causes His grace to work in the difzpsople who accept His Son, to
bring about His righteousness by faith through obediencéab e says in the Bible.

God also chooses a people group to represent Him, to bleomotld what it
looks like to walk in relationship with Him. In the Olgéstament, God’s people were the
nation of Israel. In our day, God's people are those mvke up His church, His body.

The Church—God's People
Read John 17:21. How do our lives show people who God is?

Read Romans 10:14. How will the world call upon God to beds&om His wrath?

Read 1 Peter 2:9. What are we supposed to do as Godandlaxe, His royal priest-
hood, His holy nation, the people for His own possession?

Read Exodus 19:5-6. How does God describe His people in thieeSi@ment similarly
to His people in the New Testament?

We must be warned against the voice in our culture ttegieigking against the
church as God'’s people, those who call themselves Gimgstyet aren’t part of a local
church. They say the church isn’t meeting their needsnpirgetting the job done, and
decide they can do it their way, ignoring God's clear conthtamot give up meeting
together (Hebrews 10:24-27). Jesus is the One who institutetutehcand she is His
body (Matthew 16:18, Ephesians 4:1-16). There is no other plaist Gl return for
the church, and those who rebel against His plan musabeed against.

The Bible—God'’s Word

Since Jesus came to earth and ascended to Heaveayevadi been left without
what we need to live as God'’s people. The New Testameters teach us specific as-
pects of how to follow Him in fulfillment of all that tH@ld Testament points to. They
warn us against the futility of empty thinking that argueguestions what God has re-
vealed about how to follow Him.

Read 1 Peter 1:19-21. How do we know Scripture is not just theopf the writer?

18
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Read 1 Peter 1:3-4. In the great and precious promiSzxipture, what are we given?|

Read 2 Timothy 3:15-17. What does Scripture equip us to do?

Those Who Reject God

For those who reject what God has revealed about Hjrikg people, and His
Word, we have read in Romans 1:24, 26, and 28 that God “lgavedver.” Now that's
serious.

God gave them over to impurity In Romans 1:23, the people exchange giving God
glory for giving God’s creation glory. Then in Romans 1i24ays that God gave them
up to the lusts or desires of their hearts. What are stasires of your heart that you
must guard against?

Read Ephesians 4:22. How does the old man grow corrupt?

Read James 1:14-15. What causes us to sin?

We must be aware of the desires of our hearts, for werane to worship them rather
than worship God.

God gave them over to sexual immorality In Romans 1:26, the people chose disho
orable passions. God gave them over to being consumegasision for one another.

Read Colossians 3:5. How are we to deal with dishonoraldepa?

$ %

Read Galatians 5:19-21. What is the end result of followingpassions?

God gave them over to a depraved mindIn Romans 1:28, the people did not ackno
edge God, and God gave them over to a debased, depraved mind.

Read Romans 1:28-31. On this list are sins we are ai @il Identify those that you
have been guilty of:

WE

In order not to be given over to a depraved mind, we musbadkdge God and deal
with our sins according to His Word.

Read Daniel 4:30. Who does King Nebuchadnezzar acknowledge?

Read Daniel 4:31-32. How does God give him over to his deprave® mind

Read Daniel 4:34-37. What is the hopeful lesson of thigator

Following the pattern of King Nebuchadnezzar’s prayer ini€at, write your own

prayer of humble acknowledgment of God’s greatness.
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“Criticism serves
only to make you
harsh, vindictive,
and cruel. It leaves
you with the sooth-
ing and flattering
idea that you are
somehow superior
to others. There is
Nno person you can
despair of, or lose
all hope for, after
you discern what
lies in you apart
from the grace of
God.”

~Oswald Chambers

3

WHO WILL GOD JUDGE? WILL HE JUDGE HIS SPECIAL
PEOPLE, THE JEWS?

A. Everyone will be judged, even the Jews. We will be jged! Do we have
critical spirits? We need to stop looking judgmentally abthers, and
look judgmentally at ourselves, because we will be judgedrwo exhor-
tation are given regarding God’s judgment (Romans 2:1-5,16).

1. Each of us must recognize our own guilt (Romans 2:1-2).

a. We are to judge ourselves first, then we must watedr ot
actions so we will not be deceived by their words (Matthew
7:1-6, 15-20, 1 Peter 4:17, Romans 16:17-18, Titus 3:10-
11).

b. We are assured because God judges rightly, according to
truth (Romans 2:2).

2. Each of us must ponder the consequences (Romans 2:3-5,16).

a. The Jews thought they would escape God'’s judgment
(Romans 2:3). Jewish tradition taught that Abrahamtsat a
the gate of Hell to prevent any Jew from entering.

b. They were ignorant not of God, but of God’s design to bring
them to repentance through His goodness and patience
(Romans 2:4).

c. What happens when we don’t recognize our guilt? God's
wrath is for the guilty who do not confess personal guilt
(Romans 2:5, 1 John 1:9). Two times are given when God’
wrath will be poured out:

i. Inthe day of wrath and revelation of God’s right-
eous judgment (Romans 2:5b)

ii. Inthe day when God judges the secrets of men
(Romans 2:16).

B. There is a controlling principle in God’s judgmentprogram (Romans
2:6-15).
1. The controlling principle is th&od will judge according to deeds
(Romans 2:6).

2. The explanation of the controlling principle is tatd will judge
according to deedbecause deeds are solid proof of what is in hearts
(Romans 2:7-10).

a. God is patient towards those who seek Him, but towards
those who are contentious He shows indignation and wrath
(Romans 2:7-8).
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b. Unbelieving Jews have prominence in condemnation, wihile

believing Jews have prominence in reward (Romans 2:9
10).

3. The justification of the controlling principl&6d will judge accord-
ing to deedgis that God can judge on the basis of works becaust

a. Heis impartial (Romans 2:11).

b. God’s judgment is righteous and just (Romans 2:12, Ecqg
astes 12:14).

Our deeds reveal what we believe (Romans 2:13).

U

lesi-

Conscience is sufficient grounds for condemnation becaps

it bears witness to right and wrong, and establishes cong
(Romans 2:14-15).

. WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THE DANGEROUS JEWISH
MINDSET THAT THEY WERE ABOVE BEING JUDGED?
A. Jews had five God-given privileges (Romans 2:17-18). Chiisns can

certainly identify with these privileges in some ways,cswe must be
warned.

uct

Moses knew the
wrath of God:

~ Deuteronomy
32:50-51

1. Calling Being called a Jew automatically made them differeré, as  ~ Psalm 90:7-14

result of God’s appointment (Genesis 12:1-3).

2. ConfidenceThe Jews had the objective revelation of God’s law
while the Gentiles only had conscience.

3. BoastTo the Jews, God was revealed as their God, and they we

the only nation to have this unigue relationship.

When we begin to
grasp the truth of
God’s wrath, then
we who believe and
receive will be hum-
bly, overwhelm-

=

4. Knowledge No other nation had the privilege of specifically knoy- ingly, and grate-

ing God’s will.

5. Discernment Because they had been taught the law, they had in
struction about God's will.

B. The Jews mistakenly thought that they were (Romans 29-20):

1. Guides of the blindThey had God’s guidance and should have
been able to show others how to live for Him by how they |ied
they didn't.

2. Lights in the darkThey should have shone as lights in the darkne
for those who did not have specific revelation from God they
didn’t (Isaiah 9:2).

3. Instructors of the foolisAhey had God'’s revelation and should
have been able to correct those who did not live by it{Hayt did-
n't.

4. Teachers of babed hey should have been able to teach young b
lievers, but they didn't.

C. Reasons why the Jews were mistakenly persuaded (Roma&n20):
1. They had an outward form of knowledge with no hearityeal

2. They were casual in approaching God's truth, putting grhasis
on religious rituals, with no heart reality.

fully awed by His
great love.

£SS
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“A spiritually minded
person will never
come to you with the
demand—"Believe
this or that;” a spiri-
tually minded person
will demand that you
align your life with
the standards of Je-
sus. Remember how
God dealt with you—
with patience and
with gentleness. But
never water down the
truth of God. Let it
have its way and
never apologize for it.
Jesus told us to make
disciples, not to make
converts to our own
thoughts and opin-
ions.”

~Oswald Chambers

“Advice is often the
best charity; yet, to
advise much is a sign
that we need advice.”

~William Plumer

O I"#
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JUDGING ACCORDING TO GOD’S WORD

In our culture, the one unpardonable sin has become theofguniiging others.
Judging someone’s beliefs, religions, or habits is consideted, unloving, and arro-
gant. People overlook sinful practices, and when a personis identified, the common
response is, “Don’'t judge me.” Yet, the act of “judgingfaming opinions (both posi-
tive and negative) is something we all do. Only the naivepocritical would say that
we do not judge.

Sometimes people use Matthew 7:1, Romans 2:1, or Jame® 44y that we
shouldneverjudge. Those passages deal vt we are to judge. Critical spirits and
opinionated mindsets are condemned. The question is wetshould judge, butow
we should judge.

It is a tragedy when culture, instead of Scripturen®our mindset. We must
become Scripturally informed about judging, confess that we haen influenced by the
world about judging, and then hold to Scripture’s authority.

Creation: Read Genesis 1:27-28, Genesis 2:15, and Psalm 8:6-9. Whataskthat
man was given by God?

From the very beginning, man was given the task of evaluatoh@aring dominion over
creation. In this sense judging reflects God's image.

1

What did Jesus do Read Matthew 23:13-24, and Mark 8:33. How would you describe
Jesus’ words in these passages?

In the above verses, we see Jesus denouncing and rebuking/icosensidered them-
selves righteous by their works.

The church: Read Matthew 18:17-20, and 2 Thessalonians 3:6. What ardndbaders
called upon to do?

As they administer church discipline, the elders must malscarning and critical as-
sessment of others.

All Christians: Read Leviticus 19:17, Matthew 18:15, Galatians 6:1. When another
Christian sins against us, what are we to do?
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We can’'t confront someone in order to restore them withbililally constructive
evaluation, and biblically correct vocalization of our alaton.

Read 1 Peter 3:1-3. When a wife is sinned against byuseahd, which is she to use
order to influence him, words or lifestyle?

“It is a mark of intoler-

able self-conceit to be

continually offering un-
solicited opinions.”

We are commanded to judge what people sayRead Matthew 7:15, 1 Corinthians
14:29, and 1 John 4:1. What do these passages say regaddimg juesting, or evaluat
ing what people say?

~William Plumer

We are commanded to evaluate, test, or judge what peoplésme we have judged,
what are we to do? Read 1 Thessalonians 5:21 and Galatéan

We judge knowing that as we do so, God judges .ufRead Matthew 7:1-2, and Jame

2:12-13. What standard of judgment will be applied to usvieamust also apply to otht

ers?

"2}

Do I dislike having to
confront people so that |
excuse myself from the
Bible’s teaching about

Read James 2:13. What triumphs over judgment?

judging?

We are to judge all things Read 2 Corinthians 10:5 and Hebrews 5:14. What mus
discern?

Am | afraid of how oth-
rs will respond so that |

only pick and choose
thase things the Bible

We are to judge only by the standard of the Bible Read 1 Corinthians 4:4 and Ro-
mans 14:4. Who is the only Lawgiver and Judge?

says about judging that |
prefer?

When we judge on the basis of our own standards, God ask®use think we are.

We are to judge ourselves before we judge otherfRead Matthew 7:3-5 and Luke
6:39-42. How does Jesus describe those who judge without judging kesfise

$ %

We must gather all facts and interpret them with concen for God'’s glory before
judging: Read Proverbs 18:17, 29:20 and Philippians 1:9-11. What do thesgess
teach about judging something that we do not know?

We must judge in a spirit of gentleness Read Galatians 6:2 and 2 Timothy 2:24-25.
When we correct someone, how are we to do it?

We are to keep many of our judgments to ourselvesRead Proverbs 9:7-8, 12:23,
29:11, Matthew 7:6, and Ephesians 4:29. Although we arettalkésings, we don't
need to always share the results. Ask these questitore Ipeblicly judging.

1. Is it my place or responsibility to do so? Would thr@wing holiness to a pig?

2. Is my motivation love and edification? Or do | wanhtmniliate the person or mak
myself look good?

3. Isthis a public or private matter? Is this a gooebtio speak out?
Am | being overly critical? Love covers a multitude okgih Peter 4.8, Proverbs

10:12), and quickly recognizes and acknowledges the good (Romans in@&tayr
1:5-6).
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“When a heart is
untruthful, when
honesty has gone
from it, then it is
prepared to be the
seed plot of every
evil thing. Any
crime is possible to
a liar. He who is
rotten with false-
hood will break at
the touch of every
temptation.”

~C. H. Spurgeon

4 " 4
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I. 1 KNOW ALL THE RIGHT THINGS, AND EVEN TEACH
THEM. WON'T | BE JUDGED BY THAT?

A. No, it's what's going on in the inner man that countsnot what you
teach or say. True righteousness is not what you sayytthow you live
(Romans 2:21-24).

1. Ways in which inconsistencies can be demonstrated:

a. Intellectually Say one thing and do another (Matthew
5:37).

b. Socially Steal while preaching against it (Leviticus 10:1-3)

c. Morally.: Commit adultery while speaking against it
(Malachi 2:13-16).

d. Religion Act disgusted about idolatry, but are deluded by
it's attraction (Isaiah 44:18-20).

e. Spiritually Teach God’s law, but don't live by it. Create a
personal law (Jeremiah 23:14).

2. The superior privileges of the Jews should have lefegiyie that
glorified God, but instead they were a cause for Godseneing
blasphemed.

B. True righteousness stems from inward reality, nobutward conformity
(Romans 2:25-29).

1. ltis not circumcision or un-circumcision, but living upthe stan-
dards demanded by the law that is acceptable in God'’s sight
(Romans 2:25-26).

2. The lives of those who live up to God’s standards wilbe those
who don’t (Romans 2:27).

a. External conformities are worthless (Romans 2:28-29a).

i. It's not important what physical family relationgs
you have (Romans 2:28a).

ii. It's not important what outward practices or erdi
nances you follow (Romans 2:28b).

b. Internal realities are all-important, it is thehehat must be
circumcised (Romans 2:29).

i.  What is important is your spiritual family standing.

ii. What is important is inner heart change rather than
an outward show in following rules and regulations
(Ezekiel 36:26, Romans 2:29b).
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II. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISE OF JUDGMENT TO EVERYONE,

c. God's evaluation is all-important, when man’s evatumat
doesn’t line up with God’s, it is worthless (Romans 2:29c).

INCLUDING THE JEWS.
A. Romans 3 is about the nation of Israel.

1. Circumcision was the outer symbol that identified thederiging
to the nation of Israel. In Romans 3, the word “circisma” refers
to the nation not just the act, because it is used in ghmal pre-
ceded by the word “the.”

B. Paul asks/answers three questions before he comedtie conclusion
that the Jew is without excuse because he is in unkelof Jesus as Mes-
siah.

1. Question oneNhat has happened to all the Jew's promised advar

tages and privileges that we saw in Romans 2:17-20 (Romans 3:1

a. Paul answers that nothing has happened to all the gamis
advantages and privileges...they still stand (Romans 3:1-2|

b. The promises of God all pointed to the Messiah.

2. Question two Hasn't the Jew’s unbelief cancelled out all of those
advantages? (Romans 3:3-4)

a. First Paul directly denies that God would ever darse
promises.

b. Then, Paul sets out a principle: Let God be trugeapry
man a liar.

c. He backs up the principle with Scripture from Psalm 51:4.
(Romans 3:3-4)

3. Question threelf sin brings more of God'’s grace to the world, isn’t
it OK for us to sin (Romans 3:5-8)7?

a. Paul begins his answer with I speak as a man."nHie i
cates that he is using natural (human) reasoning to answe|
the question, by asking if God is unrighteous.

b. Paul says that the concept that God would faildggusin is
unthinkable, for it is contrary to God’s revelation that He
will judge the world (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14, Romans 3:6).

c. If God failed to judge sin, everyone would do as they
pleased (Romans 3:7-8a).

d. Paul always taught salvation by grace apart from the la
but some people had slanderously reported that he taught
works (Romans 3:8).

C. Judgment comes on everyone (Romans 3:8b, Ephesians 2:11-13)

1. Apart from the blood of Christ, we are without hope antaut
God in the world.
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We've learned from Romans 2:21-24 that true righteousness is not
found in what is said, but in how life is lived. A person charactbydying, or a
person who defends lying is not interested in righteousness. This weeil gtedy
what God says about truth, and our responsibility in regards o trut

The thing about lying is that it creeps up on you. You don’t wake up and say,
“Today, | think I'll lie.” No, something happens and you respond fratasire to
protect yourself from whatever consequence the truth will bring. eTdrermany
ways lying manifests itself. Direct untruths are usually ebiedentify, but half
truths that don’t fully disclose all the facts are equallya liies about self can be in
the form of giving a better-than-true impression of yourself througggeration,
boasting, or the hypocrisy of false spirituality and false htymiLies about others
are commonly spoken through flattery, slander, or gossip. Lies tovaatdh@ugh
deceptive behavior that no one can identify except God, and througHulguemn-
ises to God, reveal a lack of fear of God.

We're prone to the “victim mentality” that accuses others and tiodds to a
higher standard than ourselves. When we find ourselves accusang of lying, it's
a good time to take a look at what lying is not. Lying is not kiddingufor ihaking a
mistake, fiction or figurative language (Jesus often used thesake a point). Ly-
ing is not the holding back of what is unnecessary or harmfunfather’'s sake (like
the trustworthy person spoken of in Proverbs 11:13).

God and Truth
What do the following Scriptures teach about God and truth?

Deuteronomy 32:4

2 Samuel 7:28

Psalm 108:4

Psalm 119:160

Proverbs 12:22

Jeremiah 5:1-3

26



Condemnation

John 1:14

John 14:6

John 17:17

Titus 1:2

Man and Truth
What do the following Scriptures teach on the importance okspethe truth:
Psalm 58:3

Psalm 119:29

Psalm 119:103

Proverbs 6:16-17

Proverbs 12:17

Proverbs 12:19

$ %

Proverbs 13:5

Proverbs 26:28

Proverbs 29:12

Jeremiah 5:23-27

Jeremiah 5:30-31

John 8:44

Revelation 21:27

Revelation 22:12-15

Remember that it is Christ’s righteousness imputed to you by whichrgqusdified,
not your own “good” works. As you are governed by the saving reality atGhr
righteousness, you will present your mouth and tongue as slaves of truth
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“Once the fact of
total depravity is
accepted then
God’s sovereign
grace is man's only
hope. As long as
this fact is rejected
and man's fictitious
goodness is exalted,
men will merely
find more ways to
justify their rebel-
lion to God and His
revealed truth.”

~John Reisinger
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WHO IS GUILTY? EVERYONE ONE IS EQUALLY GUILTY.

A. Is the Jew worse off than the Gentile because they'vejected both

God's revelation (Romans 2:18-29) and God’'s Messiah (Roman 38)?
1. Paul says they are alike in guilt because theydersin (Romans
3:9). He is referring to the sin nature, rather thatimgavith indi-
vidual sins (1 John 1:8).

a. InRomans 1:19-31, he proved that Gentiles are guilty.

b. In Romans 2:1-29, he proved that Jews are guilty.
B. Paul quotes Old Testament Scripture to prove universajuilt. Not only

are the Jews guilty, the Gentiles are guilty as well(A Gentile is anyone
who is not a Jew.)

1. Itis Scripture, not Paul, that judges. God is the Judgeman.

2. Paul points out who is affected by sin (Psalm 14:1-3Ramdans
3:10-12).

a.

Do you see the words “all, none, not one, together, not eve
one?” These words demonstrate that no human being is
excluded from being a sinner.

What does the Holy Spirit convict the world of in John 16:8-
9? What is the definition of sin?

Often people indicate that they’'ve always been shyed
saying, “I've always believed in God,” or “I can’t remieen
never believing in God.” It's not true. The statement re
veals an unwillingness to look at our sin (1 John 1:10).

Every time we sin, it's based on unbelief. We dotwia

do because we want what we want. We want what wé wan
because we believe what we believe. Sin evidences belief
something other than God.

If we say that we've always believed in God, we bay
saying that we don't realize our need for a Savior. &hos
who don’t see their sin of unbelief, won't see their need of
Savior.

3. Paul points out the depth of the total depravity of sin @@n3:13-

15).
a. Every single human being manifests sin throughout a$§ part
of his or her body, as indicated by the following verses.
b. Throat is described as an open grave (Psalm 5:9).
c. Tongue is described as deceptive.
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Lips are described as venomous asps (Psalm 140:3).

Mouth is described as full of curses and bitternesdniPs
10:7).

f. Feet are described as swift to shed blood (Proverbs 1:16,
3:15-17, Isaiah 59:7-8).

We sin because every part of our body is totally depraved

We are totally incapable of making ourselves acceptable
God in any way.

4. Thirdly Paul points out the result of sin (Psalm 36:1, &w18:16-
18).

a. Sin results in ruin, misery, and an inability to knowqeea

b. Sin removes the fear of God, thus removing wisdom (Job
28:28).

II. IF EVERYONE IS GUILTY, WHAT IS THE RESULT?

A. Because everyone is guilty, everyone will stand in judgent before God.
This is why every mouth will be stopped from judging, beause the
whole world will be held accountable to God (Romans 3:19-20).

1. When we consider the sin of others, it is a judgment upoil lus
Jews should have known better than to judge others and not the
selves because:

a. They had inherent knowledge gained by observation and
evaluation, indicated by the phrase “we know” (Romans
3:19)

The purpose of the law was to bring conviction and prove
guilt (Romans 3:20), and bring to repentance (Romans 2:4

2. The law never justifies anyone because its purpose is @l thee
fact of sin (Romans 1:20).
3. When we think that by doing things we can win God’s appraeal

are deceived. We are desperately in need of God'’s riggiess,
but it is not available through works.

B. Although everyone is guilty, we have hope because Jssiame to fulfill
the law (Matthew 5:17).

1. When we confess our sins, believing that Jesus took oighpuemt,
we are granted repentance. We change to becomeHhiis,@vho
is the perfect fulfillment of the law (Romans 8:29).

Not only is Jesus the solution for our guilt before Gaalhbis also
conquered the one who accuses us of sin.
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“Many people strug-
gle with feelings of
condemnation be-
cause they...don't see
the depth of the sin
that Christ bore in
their place and so
they can’t compre-
hend the righteous
fury He withstood for
them, nor the riches of
the grace they've been
given. Fully embrace
your sinfulness for
one simple reason; so
you can fully embrace
the great exchange,
our ‘justification.”

~Elyse Fitzpatrick

Paul has carefully
made the case that we
all are guilty and

stand in judgment

. before God’s condem-

nation. Notice that he
has not blamed Satan.
In repentance, we take
full responsibility for
our sin.
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Thoroughly Guilty Fools

Read Job 28:28. What makes a person wise?

Read Malachi 3:5-6 What is God’s warning for those who are not wise?

Read Proverbs 10:21. What is the end result of the fool?

In English, we just have one word for “fool” but in Hebrew, there alesst nine
different words that are translated into that one English woreltflihg we miss by
only having one word for “fool,” is that there are levels of foolishnigem less fool-
ish to very foolish. Along the way, there’s a point where the foolmesso foolish,
that hecannotturn and become wise. Exactly that is described in Romans 1, where
God talks about giving them over to their sin.

Perhaps if we realize that the common denominator for eveeydfyfool is that they
do not welcome rebuke, we’ll listen instead of becoming defensivis th&e a look
at four of the different types of fools the Bible mentions, stgnvith the “least fool-
ish.”

1. Kaciyl: Silly, thickheaded fool

Kaciyl (fool) looks for satisfaction from something other than God. EeslEs
useskaciyl to describe the one who likes to be satisfied with wine. kahg/l

(fool) is attracted to addictive behaviors, which are closelyv@tbby ruin and
destruction. Addictive behaviors can include smoking, shopping, exercising, TV,
internet use, telephone, overeating, undereating, any form of food dontate-

ful regulation, chocolate, binging, purging, alcohol use, prescription drugs|illeg
drugs, cutting, tattooing...

How is thekaciyl (fool) described in the following passages:
Proverbs 14:16

Proverbs 17:16

Proverbs18:2

Proverbs 23:9

Proverbs 28:26
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2.

3.

4.

Petht Simple or sinister fool

Pethi(fool) is simple, gullible or naive. Fropethiwe must learn that there arg
sinister temptations which must be avoided through considering thegcenses
of choices and weighing decisions according to God’s moral comméngsu
are playing sinful games of emotional involvement with someone whetheali
ity or fantasy, you are pethi

Read Proverbs 14:15. What do you learn aboupéitte fool) who trusts peoplg
without determining whether they are wise or foolish?

Read Proverbs 22:3. What is the warning to those who do not considensiee|c

guences of their choices?

Read Proverbs 7:7 and 9:13. How isple¢hi fool) easily tempted?

Read Proverbs 14:8 . How does pieghi(fool) carry on in a downward spiral of
sin?

Kesil: Self-assured and self-confident fool

Kesil (fool) is abig mouthed, self confident, stubborn person who must learn
needy dependence on God. This is the fool who will let his boss dowe, whi
talking a big game. This is the fool who says she is a submissive atifeery
husband knows she is manipulative and controlling. Yet Scripture wash&eth
sil to change, so he will not be so set in his folly that he cannot change

Read Psalm 85:8. What does Kesil (fool) do?

n % )

Read Proverbs 15:2, 14. How does this fool speak?

%

Read Proverbs 8:5. What is necessary for change to happen?

%

Eviyl: Prideful, despising wisdom and instruction

Now we’ve reached that frightening level of foolishness that séapsssible to
change. Eiyl describes the fool who won't listen to instruction. Byl (fool)
is fully committed to rebellion and the damage that follows. dhiklren of Is-
rael are described asiyl, because of their commitment to following their own
ideas, and their consequential fall into idolatry

How is theeviyl (fool) described in the following passages:
Proverbs 15:5

Proverbs 20:3

Proverbs 29:9

Proverbs 27:22
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“Present the doc-
trine of justification
by faith to the con-
demned unbeliever.
There’s no point in
discussing or bear-
ing down on other
doctrines in wit-
nessing. The mes-
sage of justification
by faith (Christ's
imputed righteous-
ness), is the only
message needed by
those condemned
for wrath.”

~Bob Froese

*

WE ALL DESERVE GOD’S WRATH, BUT PULLING OUR-
SELVES UP BY OUR BOOTSTRAPS AND DOING BETTER IS
NOT THE SOLUTION.

A. Without the righteousness of God, we are destined for His wrath. Hliright-
eousness is available only through Christ’s righteousness being imeudt
(accredited) to us. God reveals His righteousness to sinners (Romans 3:21)

1. While religious people look to rules and regulations as right and good
this is something completely different than God'’s righteousness.

a. God's righteousness is Jesus Christ, nothing we do catn me
His perfection (Matthew 5:17, Romans 10:3-4, Isaiah 64:6).

b. The deception of Satan runs rampant in our culture, as the at-
tainment of righteousness is portrayed through self-made stan-
dards (beauty, cleanliness, weight, relationships, financial
achievement, career achievement, academic achievement).

2. God's righteousness (Jesus Christ) should not have beenigestapr
anyone familiar with the Old Testament Scriptures.

a. The law points to Jesus Christ (Galatians 5:24-25).
b. The prophets point to Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:10-11).
B. How is the righteousness of God possible for sinners? (Romans 3:22-23).

1. God's righteousness is possible only by faith in Jesus Chiikts at-
tained only by faith in Jesus Christ.

2. Who can avail themselves of God'’s righteousness? ALL who have
faith in Jesus.

a. We are all under condemnation, all equally in need of Jesus’
righteousness. The one and only way to receive it is by putting
faith in Jesus Christ’'s work on the cross (Colossians 2:14).

3. Why do we need to attain God’s righteousness?

a. We all have sinned, and have a sin nature. We have inherited
Adam’s sin, and are in bondage to Satan (1 John 1:8).

b. We continue to practice specific sin. We come short of the
glory of God whenever we don’t honor Him and give Him
thanks (Romans 1:21, 1 John 1:10).

c. God must pour out wrath on all unrighteousness.
C. The righteousness of God changes sinners (Romans 3:24-26).
1. Being justified means two things:
a. My actual state and standing before God is clean (righteous)

b. My judicial standing before God is good (declared righteous).
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2. How does God justify, or bestow Christ’s righteousness?ylFoze
without a cause, by His unmerited favor (grace). Justification is mor
than the canceling of my unrighteousness, it is also the imputdtion
Christ’s righteousness onto me.

3. How does Christ’s righteousness change me?

a.
tion plan. He pays my ransom price - the blood of Jesus Chr,

b. The Father’'s demands for my righteousness are satisfied by
Christ's death. Christ’s death was not accidental, it was the
deliberate purpose and work of God the Father (Colossians
2:13-14, Isaiah 53:11).

c. | must have faith in Christ’s blood as my ransom price for
Christ’s righteousness to be effective in me, then | praise Go
for His righteousness (Hebrews 9:14, 10:14, Psalm 7:17).

4. God has a three-fold purpose in His redemption plan:

a. To show His righteousness in dealing with past sins (Roman
3:25c, 1 John 1:8).

b. To show His righteousness in dealing with present sins
(Romans 3:26a, 1 John 1:9-10).

c. God is the Just One, and the justifier of believers in Jesus
Christ. As our justifier, He not only cancels our guilt but also
imputes Christ’s righteousness onto us.

L

Justification is the
judicial act of God in
which He pardons all
the sins of those who
believe in Christ, and

| am released from bondage to Satan, through God's redemp- accounts, accepts, and
st.treats them as right-

eous in the eyes of the
law. In addition to
pardon of sin, justifi-
cation declares that
all the claims of the
law are satisfied in
respect of the justi-
fied. The law is not
relaxed or set aside,
but is declared to be
fulfilled in the fullest
sense; and so the per-
son justified is de-
clared to be entitled to
all the advantages
and rewards arising
from perfect obedi-
ence to the law
(Romans 5:1-10).

~Easton’s Bible Dic-

[I. WHY IS JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH GOD’S PLAN?
PAUL GIVES THREE REASONS TO PEOPLE PREVIOUSLY
ACCUSTOMED TO RULES AND REGULATIONS (LAW).

tionary, PC Study
Bible.

A. Reason one:Justification leaves no room for boasting (Romans 3:27-28).
Paul asks two questions that show it is impossible to boast in justiéition.
1. Question oneWhere is boasting? Excluded.
Pop cans have a re-
2. Question twp By what law? By the law of faith not works. Man is demption plan...they
justified by FAITH + NOTHING. We can never be righteous enough| can redeemed (bought
for God because we are totally depraved. He imputes Christ's right-| and paid for) with a
eousness onto us. Our changed lives are our response of love to Ggd nickel. God has a
for what He has done. redemption plan...I
i can be redeemed
B. Reasontwo: There is only one God (Romans 3:29-30). (bought and paid for)
1. Since there is only one God, He cannot author two different and confraWith Christ's blood.
dictory systems of justification. Jesus is the fulfillmehthe law.
C. Reason three:Justification by faith is the only way we can perform

Christ’s standards of righteousness to which the law could only point
(Romans 3:31, Matthew 5:17-20, Matthew 5-7).

1. The law adds heaviness to our lives. Justification by faith ldukfty
in Christ. We no longer bear the heavy burden of rules and regulatig
but rather we depend and rely on Christ’s righteousness by Hlis Spi

2. Faith does not overthrow the law, it upholds it. Christ’s rightezass
exceeds that of those who attempt or insist on keeping the lasv. Iti
ours through faith in Jesus Christ, by His blood (Matthew 7:20).

3. By faith in God's grace, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, we
receive Christ's imputed righteousness. We kill our own standands

live out the principles of the law by God'’s grace (Romans 8:13).
33
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There’s only one way
to be declared justi-
fied and to be re-
deemed...by receiving
Christ’s imputed
righteousness in faith.
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Let's come to understand three words about Christ's redempaonngiddemption,
justification, and imputation.

Redemptiont The sovereign plan of God whereby He intentionally sent His Son
to receive the wrath we deserve, to receive the payment required by ounsand
rescue us from eternal damnation.

Have you seen the depths of your depravity, the scuminess of your singrthreoho
your heart? If not, you haven't been awed by God’s redemption pléhoWwHis
redemption plan we would choose pride, selfishness, deception, and/ergbldtimg
every time. No seemingly righteous act ever has anything but a stfest motiva-
tion behind it unless it flows out of Christ’s righteousness. Evemibst apparently
decent and kind person you know, without Christ’s redemption, is matibgteelf-
ishness and pride. Only as Christ’s righteousness is imputed to you, acEgpti a
able to God. His undeserved redemption plan will humble your heart, awegten
in you, and make you recognize it's preciousness when it restauds yelationship
with God.

Read Isaiah 53:6. Why does everyone need God’s redemption plan?

Read Isaiah 64:6. How does God describe a humanly “righteous” person?

Read Isaiah 53:5, 1 Peter 2:24. What is your redemption price?

Read Isaiah 53:10-11. What is God’s will that satisfies Him?

Justification: The judicial act of God whereby Hedeclaresthe sinner, to whom
Christ’s righteousnessas been given, to be agoodas He.

Why is justification necessary? What do the following vetsash that God de-
mands because of Who He is?

Genesis 17:1

Leviticus 11:44-45

1 Peter 1:15-16

Justification is necessary in order that we not to fall u@’s wrath, for we all fail
to meet the righteous demands of the character of God.
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Read Romans 3:24. What is the source of justification?

Read Romans 5:18. What leads to, or is the basis of justification?

Read Romans 3:25. What is the means by which justification is rd@eive

Read Romans 4:25. Why was Christ raised from the dead?

Read Romans 8:30-32. What guarantees justification?

Read the following passages and note the results of justification:
1 John 1:9

1 Corinthians 12:13

Romans 2:13

Romans 3:31

Imputation: The imparting of Christ’s righteousness whereby one is reconcile
in relationship to God, glorifies God, and is ultimately glorified.

Even if you try with all your might to do everything right, yowhly become dis-
couraged. You see, it's not in you because you aren't righteous. Howenglr jr-h
putes His righteousness to you when you believe. Because Christ&origness is
imputed to you, God declares you righteous. Actually, there’s a doubleaitioouit
because at the cross, your sin is imputed onto Jesus Christ. Hedakesiyand yoy
get His righteousness. What an exchange. In Christ, His followers desibn
grateful obedience that changes them to become like the One wgidseusness h4
been imputed to them.

Read the following passages and note what you learn about Chghtesotisness
and how it affects you.

Colossians 2:9-10

IS

$ %

Colossians 3:3-4

2 Corinthians 5:21

2 Peter 1:2-4

What is the ultimate result of the imputation of Christ’s téglusness?
Revelation 21:3-4
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“Faith is not a leap
in the dark, but a
response to the
revelation of light.
If faith were
grounded on noth-
ing more than raw
authority, the Bible
would not have
been written the
way that it is, and
the history of re-
demption would not
have been planned
the way that it was.
Faith is not a re-
sponse to raw au-
thority, faith is a
response to the
revelation of spiri-
tual light (2 Corin-
thians 6:4-6).”

~John Piper

WHAT ABOUT THE OLD TESTAMENT? WEREN'T PEOPLE
RIGHTEOUS BY THEIR WORKS PROIR TO CHRIST?

A. Paul refutes that Abraham might be thought of as arexception to justi-
fication by faith.

1. If Abraham were justified byorks His story refutes Paul's teach-
ing. But, if he were justified bfaith, he enforces Paul’s teaching
(Romans 4:1-2).

a. Paul goes to Scripture for the answer. Abraham isfone o
the few people in the Old Testament who are spoken of as
justified (Genesis 15:6, Romans 4:3).

b. Abraham did nothing except receive a promise from God
which he continued to believe (acted upon it). God dealt
with Abraham on the basis of his belief.

2. From the example of Abraham, Paul concludes three thimyst
justification by faith (Romans 4:4-5).

a. Wages are earned, they are not a manifestation @. glfac
we trust in works to earn salvation, we remove gram® fr
salvation.

b. There is only one way to be justified...by faith.

c. Thereis no value in faith on its own, faith is aatork.
God “counts” or assigns the value of righteousnessitta fa

3. God provides a righteousness that is not our own (Rom@ns 4:

a. Faith looks away from our own actions because they are a
hopeless way to be justified.

b. Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone as the basis forcfedit-
ing to us an alien righteousness.

B. Justification is by faith apart from works because thigs the teaching of
the Old Testament (Romans 4:5-8, 2 Timothy 3:15).

1. Paul has looked at Abraham (the first most esteemednnisnael).
Now he appeals to David (the second most esteemed nmemadt) |
This shows that the leaders of Israel are agreed.

a. Inlooking at David, Paul introduces imputed righteousness.
By faith, we receive Christ’s imputed righteousness (God
counts righteousness apart from works).

b. Paul quotes Scripture to show double justification (Psalm
32:1-2).
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ness of sins.

deserved condemnation.

[I. WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP OF RITUALS/LAW TO
FAITH?
A. What is the relationship of rituals (ordinances) to jistification (Romans

4:9-12)? If justification is by faith alone, why was Abrahancircum-
cised?

1. Paul proves that Abraham'’s circumcision was apam fnis justifi-
cation because of the sequence of events.

a. Abraham was justified because of his faith (Genesis 15)
Abraham was circumcised as a testimony of his faith
(Genesis 17).

Circumcision was a sign and seal of a fact, not this lod it

The positive side of justification is receiving forgiv

The negative side of justification is not receivihg {

e-

Look at the cross
and see your justifi-
cation accom-
plished. Look at the
tomb and see your
justification ac-
cepted.

(Romans 4:11). Similarly, ordinances such as baptism and

communion follow justification.
B. What is the relationship of rituals/law to justification (Romans 4:13-25)7?

1. Justification is by faith apart from rituals/law because God'’s
promises don't originate with the law.

a. They were given to Abraham 430 years before the law W

“Faith is the gaze of
the soul upon a sav-
ing God.”

as~-A. W. Tozer

given.

b. The law merely added to the promises until Christ dame
fulfill it (Galatians 3:17-19).

c. The purpose of the law was to work God’s wrath onain f
failure to do what the law says.

d. The law gives us a backdrop against which sin caedie s
and unquestionably demonstrated, and we can see that God’s
wrath is the only option. Old Testament history proveslsra
could not keep the law.

e. God has to pour his wrath out on sin, and He did paut i
on Jesus Christ. Our only way to the righteousness ofis50d
by faith in God’'s promises, culminated in belief oureasuks
Christ.

2. Justification is by faith apart from rituals/law because of the na-
ture of faith.

a. Inthis week’s homework, you will learn 7 essentiataba
teristics of faith which make it clear that it is matat we do,
but what we have faith in that justifies (Romans 4:17-22)

3. Justification is by faith apart from rituals/law because the princi-
ple of justification that was valid for Abraham is alsdid for us.

a. We, like Abraham, believe in the same God...the Goesef|r
urrection (Romans 4:23-24a).

b. Both the promises to Abraham and our justification depend
on Christ’s finished work of resurrection (Romans 4:24-2p).
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SEVEN CHARACTERISTICS OF FAITH (Romans 4:17-22)
I &0

1. Faith must be based on accurate content

Read Romans 4:17a and Genesis 17:5. What does Paul quote to show us that faith
must be based on accurate content?

Read 2 Timothy 3:14-15. What must our faith be based on?

We aren't just “people of faith.” Our faith must be in God ashHerevealed
Himself to us, “As it is written.” Our faith must be based on Scréptur

2. Faith must have a valid object

Read Romans 4:17b. How is the object of Abraham’s faith idehtifel de-
scribed?

Read Hebrews 11:6. In what two things must our faith be?

The object of faith must be God, and it must be an accurate view of Gabtl. G
makes us alive (what a reward for those who seek Him). God is theesddtis
and our existence.

3. Faith is contrary to hope and yet rests in hope

Read Romans 4:18a. Against hope, what did Abraham believe in?

Read Hebrews 11:1. How does this verse describe faith?

Hope has no element of uncertainty. Although Abraham was oldidmbtisee
how God would give him and Sarah a son through whom blessing would come to
all nations, he wasertainthat God would.

4. Faith has a purpose

Read Genesis 12:1-3, and Romans 4:18b. What was the purpose of Abraham’s
faith?
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Just as Abraham'’s faith had the purpose of realizing the promises gikin, tso
does our faith have the purpose to realize the promises of God t@ds pBom-
ises to us have been fulfilled in Jesus Christ’s finished wotk®wiross and His
resurrection, and will culminate in our resurrection.

. Faith produces works

Read James 2:14-26. How does James describe faith without works?

James lists several works that faith produces. What are they?

Read Romans 4:19-20. Four of the works that faith produces are:

. Faith defeats weakness. Read 2 Corinthians 12:9. How does faith dgfeat
weakness?

. Faith defeats hesitation. Read Hebrews 11:29-38. What are some exam-
ples of faith without hesitation?

- Faith strengthens the believer. Read Luke 17:5-10. How did Jesus tgll the
disciples to strengthen their faith?

- Faith glorifies God. Read 1 Corinthians 10:31. How are we to glorify

God? "
_ %
. _Faith must have knowledge 9
Read Romans 4:21. To what extent was Abraham convinced or persuaded} o )
0

Abraham’s faith was not based on “maybe” or “perhaps”, but on knowledge.
Read 1 John 5:13. What does John write that we know?

Read 2 Peter 3:16-18. How does Peter warn us regarding this aspect of faith?

. Faith results in justification

Read Romans 4:22. Because of Abraham’s faith (which was charadterithe
above ways), God imputed righteousness to Abraham’s account. Purpageful f
in God, with knowledge that is based on Scripture and rests in hope, produces
God-glorifying works and results in justification.

Read Galatians 3:5-9. Who can be justified?

Read Galatians 3:11. How are we justified?
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“Jesus, write me
into Your story,
whisper it to me,
and let me know I'm
Yours.”

~Rich Mullins

“All the saving
events and all the
saving blessings of
the gospel are
means of getting
obstacles out of the
way so that we
might know and
enjoy God most
fully. Propitiation,
redemption, for-
giveness, imputa-
tion, sanctification,
liberation, healing,
heaven—none of
these is good news
except for one rea-
son; they bring us
to God for our ever-
lasting enjoyment of
Him.”

~ John Piper

SO, A BELIEVER IS JUSTIFIED BY FAITH AS A RESULT OF
GOD’S GRACE. WHAT DOES THAT MEAN IN DAILY LIFE?

A. We have peace with God (Romans 5:1).

1. The basis of peace with God is not prayer, faithfult@ssrve in
the church, or consistent devotion to the Bible, it igfjoation by
faith, only available through Jesus Christ.

a. Peace with God is an end of the hostility betweeaehsls
and our Lord, because He has justified us.

b. Lord means Christ rules my life...thus, as a regyiistifi-
cation by faith | pray, faithfully serve in His body, amd a
devoted to studying and obeying His Word.

B. We have access to God through prayer (Romans 5:2a).

1. We have access to God through prayer because God lifsedjuist
by faith (Hebrews 4:16).

2. The people whose God is the Lord are joyful becaugentinee ac-
cess to His presence (Psalm 144:15).

C. We rejoice in the glory of God (Romans 5:2b).
1. God’s purpose in creating and calling us is to give Horyg The
only way to be fulfilled or satisfied in life is to giveod glory
(Isaiah 43:1, 6-7).

a. Being justified by faith means Christ rules our lj\aasd as
a result people will see that we are like Christ, @od will
be glorified (Matthew 5:14-16).

b. We can glorify God in everything we do (1 Corinthians
10:31).

2. Glorifying God means that my thoughts, actions, angbreses bib-
lically raise others opinion about God.

D. We rejoice in the trials of life (Romans 5:3-4)

IIl. WHAT DOES BEING JUSTIFIED BY FAITH AS A RESULT O F
GOD’S GRACE MEAN IN THE BIG PICTURE? WHAT IS
GOD’S PLAN IN ALL OF THIS?

A. God's sovereign plan from eternity past to eternity futre, began in the
Garden of Eden.

1. God created the world in perfection, without sin. Mad woman
were created in His image and enjoyed perfect relatiprgitin
Him.
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2.

B. Five historical steps toward the result of God's soveign plan of grace.
1.

C. How do we respond to God'’s sovereign plan today?
1.

Satan cast doubt on, denied, and distorted God’s Wotts is still
the program Satan follows to deceive us.) When Adam sedd=
jected God by choosing sin over relationship with Him, thddvo
became fallen.

a. Since that day, the world is in a state of dedagpair, de-
struction, depravity, and death.

b. People relate by hiding, covering, and blame-shifting.
Men’s hearts continued to be evil, so God sent tuolfl

a. Noah, the one obedient man, was spared together with hi
family (Genesis 6:9-9:29).

The people sought a name for themselves, so God sksiphem
and confused language at the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9).

“I will make of you a great nation, Israel.” This i®ds covenant to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Genesis 12-50).

a. Jacob had 12 sons, Joseph brought them to Egypt.
b. Moses & Aaron led the exodus from captivity in Egypt.

c. The nation was given the law, given a land, given mlggi
leaders, and then given a political kingdom.

Decline of the nation (1 Kings 14:30).

a. After David & Solomon, the nation divides into north and
south, and repeatedly breaks the covenant. Out of the sol
remains the remnant Israel.

“I will send Messiah” (Isaiah 53).

a. Jesus Christ comes to earth and fulfills the plasalvition
for all peoples, through His work on the cross..

“I will build My Church” (Matthew 16:18-20).

Jesus fulfills the law, establishing the church incomemy
of grace, instead of law. Grace results in Chrisgbteous-
ness which is far greater than law.

a.

b. He leaves the Holy Spirit to indwell all believers.

c. The Church is God’'s chosen people to fulfill His plahe
body of Christ, and the bride of Christ (1 Peter 1:9).

“l will come again” (John 14:3).
a. The church will be raptured (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

b. Christ will return to rule in fulfilment of all prophece-
garding the church and Israel.

We rest in God'’s sovereignty knowing that whatever has come
way is part of His plan.

We rely on His grace, knowing that it is sufficienbiumr weakness
(2 Corinthians 12:9).

U7r
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We rejoice in redirecting all glory to Him.
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God’s story should
thrill us! We should
be so familiar with it,
and excited about it
that we can tell it of-
ten, and tell it well.
The question is, are
we more interested in
telling our own story
than in telling God’s?
A danger of the
church today is the
focus on “sharing our
story.” Are we
thrilled to be written
into God’s story more
than we are thrilled
about our own story?

“Grace is but glory
begun, and glory is
but grace perfected.”

~Jonathan Edwards
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“Every time you love
your enemy, you are
resting in God’s sov-
ereignty. Every time
you speak lovingly
and softly in the face
of someone else’s
anger, you are choos-
ing to rest in God'’s
sovereignty. Every
time you resist the
temptation to win an
argument at all costs,
you are resting in
God'’s sovereignty.”

~Paul David Tripp

Are you glad that the Bible is not an encyclopedia? God didhite it as a
self-help book for us to “google” a problem and wait for the answeopaup. No,
God is about relationship, not rules and regulations. Our problemgsridzhan indi-
vidual sins we commit each day, that lead to complications irfdifevhich an ency-
clopedia would try to state a solution. Our problem is that we@aeiklentity out-
side of God'’s story of redemption. In the Bible, God reaches out tatlusiis grand
and glorious plan of redemption through every story (be it gruesome eabtgk
every prophetic warning, and every instructive epistle.

Only Christ can change us and write us into God’s story, the Bliblie
Bible we find certain foundational and interdependent themes, baeldoncepts
that we must never forget. These important themes are repeatexhdvaver
throughout the Bible. We will look at three of those this week, and hmivo@lls us
to respond.

God'’s Sovereignty

Write down what you learn about God’s sovereignty from easbauge:
Deuteronomy 10:14

1 Chronicles 29:11-13

Daniel 4:34-35

Acts 17:24-27

God has immanent, complete, and total control over every circurastte is sover-
eign. Nothing ever happens apart from His sovereignty. He has nahergpwer
and position of sovereignty, but also a plan. Do you believe that?, &mmwhen
bills consume every penny, the pantry is empty, life is spinning out ofot,amiis-
bands are unfaithful, prodigal children rebel, or doctors give &iitBrg diagnosis,
we can rest in God’s sovereignty. He will fulfill His plan, andhimg can thwart
that. Even when we agonize, we can rest, knowing that God has allowedleun
His sovereignty. What is God doing? Accomplishing His plan.

Response Will you stop trying to control the situation, and rest in God’s sovetgign
allowing Him to have complete control? Identify areas wlyereattempt to control:
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God’s Amazing Grace

Write down what you learn about God’s grace from each passage:
Romans 5:2

Romans 5:20-21

2 Corinthians 12:9

Hebrews 4:16

God’s response to our rebellion is grace. God’s grace justifies, adugitée® and
empowers us to do what we could not do on our own. God’s supply of gemenis
dant, and is most powerful and effective in our moments of gresdedt When we
recognize and believe what God’s Word reveals about His aboundirgy giacan
andwill rely on it, and our lives will be transformed. Self-reliance; sel
righteousness, and a lack of grace towards others who sin againsalisigres that
we are not relying on God’s grace. Did you catch that? If we arenidirtegrace
to the person whom we consider to be a problem, we aren’t relying os Grade.

Response Will you give up self-reliance, and self righteousness, and rely orsG
abundant supply of grace? Are you relying on God’s grace today? In whsdare
you need to confess sin, receive forgiveness, and extend gracerso(fufggve as

you’'ve been forgiven)?

God’s Glor,
Write down what you learn about God’s glory from each passage

Isaiah 43:7

%
%

1 Corinthians 10:31

%

Matthew 5:14-16

Life is not about us, it's about God. God is glorified by our livewa live in such a
manner that other people’s opinion of God is raised. God has a higheadgeadr
lives than we do, an agenda found in the Bible. As we study it,udalsawhat must
be changed in our hearts, and then in our lives (Hebrews 4:12). Wetopuséeking
self-glory and seek God's glory, which only happens as we redefinvesiby

God’s Word. The question is, will we submit and surrender to God’s Higher Ag
and allow our lives to be characterized by His love, joy, and peat#id glory?

Response Identify the area in your life at this point in time, where yovehaeen
convicted that you need to change. How will you stop resisting by runnirgg haof
blame shifting, and submit to giving God glory rather than seeking your own?

end
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“I rejoice in my
sufferings for your
sake, and in my
flesh 1 am filling up
what is lacking in
Christ’s afflictions
for the sake of his
body, that is, the
church.”
Colossians 1:24

The only way to be
a Christian is to
choose a way of life
that accepts suffer-
ing, if the Lord
wills. “Therefore
let those who suffer
according to God'’s
will entrust their
souls to a faithful
Creator while doing
good.”

1 Peter 4:19

I nourished my soul
there, and | say
without hesitation,
“Bless you, prison,
for having been in
my life.”

~Alexander
Solzhenitsyn

<

WHAT DOES JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH MEAN WHEN WE
ARE INVOLVED IN TRIALS, AFFLICTION, AND SUFFER-
ING? IT MEANS WE REJOICE (Romans 5:3-5).

A. Although this statement may not make sense at firgflance, it's the
truth. Paul explains the progression by which we rejoicen our suffer-

ings.

1. First, an affliction or suffering may overcome us, er¢hmay be a

trial going on in our life (Romans 5:3a).

It forces us to make the choice to endure or perseVeaggain
stick-to-it-ivity when we act in obedience to God throtig trial
even though we can’'t see what good it will do (Romans 5:3b).

Now we are growing in character. We prove that we fatrein
God by our obedience to His Word (objective) (Romans 5:4&e Li
Christ, we learn obedience in suffering (Hebrews 5:8).

Hope is produced in us. We have absolute certainty o Gue
because we have experienced it (subjective). God has pgisred
love into our heart by the Holy Spirit. We then have no roam f
doubt, regardless of the circumstances.

B. Joy comes because of the hope that suffering or afflich helps us to

obtain.

1. No matter what the source of the suffering (whethee persecu-

tion, illness, or natural disaster), if we are obediemt are suffering
with and for Christ (Hebrews 4:15, John 15:20).

The call of Christ is a call to a life of saa#i loss, and suffering
(Philippians 3:7-8, 1 Corinthians 15:29-31).

a. It's not natural to choose suffering, or to welcaineut the
Christian views suffering with joy.

b. Suffering is a good gift to be embraced (James 1:17).

The important lessons of life are not learned ires$iof happiness.
God uses suffering to chip off of us, or add to us, whateesl so
we will better reflect the image of Jesus Christ (Jain2-4, Ro-
mans 8:29-29).
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C. Six reasons Christians rejoice in suffering:

1. Suffering weans us from self-reliance as God usesddbus onto
Himself.

a. Paul's suffering was so great that he despairateofGod
used it to cause him to rely on G@lCorinthians 1:8-9).
Our hope is not in this life, but in eternity.

2. In suffering, we come to know and rejoice in God’s preciess
and sufficiency.

a. Inchoosing suffering, Moses proved that the reproach of
Christ is greater than earth’s greatest comfortd(eles
11:25-26).

b. Satisfaction found in God far surpasses the agony f&rsuf
ing (Isaiah 58:11).

3. In suffering, we find satisfaction from giving God all tilery.

a. The sufficiency of God’s grace shows His power in our
weakness, giving us a chance to raise others opinion of G
(2 Corinthians 12:9-10).

b. Suffering teaches obedience (Hebrews 5:8, Philippians 2:

4. Suffering fixes our gaze onto eternity, helping us redhat we are
on the pathway to being with Jesus.

a. Suffering, which will end, causes us to look ahead to the
things that will not end (2 Corinthians 4:16-18).

b. Suffering helps us to get the right perspective, fixing our

eyes on what will be revealed (Romans 8:18, 1 Peter 1:13).

c. Jesus told us to rejoice in persecution and inconvenience,
because of our heavenly reward (Matthew 5:11-12, Luke
6:22-23, Luke 14:14).

5. In our suffering, we personally present Christ’s sirfteto the
watching world.

a. Suffering is how we fill up what is lacking in Chris&ilic-
tions (Colossians 1:24).

i. Loveis what caused Jesus to suffer (John 3:16).

ii. We make the suffering (love) of Christ real to peo-
ple when we bear suffering with joy.

b. Paul called his scars, “the marks of Jesus.” In tipeople
could see the powerful love of Christ (Galatians 6:17, 2 Cq
rinthians 4:10-12).

6. Joy in suffering provides a platform to bring others tasthr

a. Paul rejoiced to suffer so that others would coniaitio
(Philippians 2:17).

b. Those who suffer with joy are an example to Christian
(1 Thessalonians 1:6-7).

c. Those whose blood is spilled in bringing people to €hris
(martyrs), are praised in Revelation 5:9.
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“Everything | have
learned in my seventy-
five years in this
world...has been
through affliction and
not through happi-
ness. This, of course,
is what the cross of
Christ signifies, and it
is the cross more than
anything else, that has
called me inexorably
to Christ.”

~Malcom Muggeridge

B). “When we suffer to

show others the love
of Christ and the
worth of Christ, we
rejoice because every
new convert that
stands firm in faith is
a new, unique prism
for refracting the all-
satisfying glory of
Christ.”

~John Piper

“They who dive in a
sea of affliction bring
up rare pearls.”

~Charles Haddon
Spurgeon
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This week we'll be looking at thirteen reasons given in Scripture as tolw God
allows trials and suffering. In each case, consider whether this magla purpose
of God in allowing the trials of your life.

1. Read 1 Corinthians 11:30, 2 Kings 5:15-27. Why did suffering come about in

“There is nothing—no
circumstance, no
trouble, no testing—
that can ever touch
me until, first of all, it
has gone past God
and past Christ right
through to me. Ifit
has come that far, it
ahs come with a great
purpose, which | may
not understand at the
moment. But as |
refuse to become pan-
icky, as I lift up my
eyes to him and ac-
cept it as coming from
the throne of God for
some great purpose of
blessing to my own
heart, no sorrow will
ever disturb me, no
trial will ever disarm
me, no circumstance
will cause me to fret—
for | shall rest in the
joy of what my Lord
is—That is the rest of
victory.”

~Alan Redpath

these passages?

Is there sin in your life that God wants you to confess? Keep in mahddh’s
counselors thought sin was the only reason for his suffering, add @nger
burned against them (Job 42:7).

Read Psalm 119:67, Hebrews 12:5-11. In these passages, what is the purpose of

suffering?

Could God be using suffering to lovingly disciple you?

Read John 15:2, 2 Corinthians 1:3-9, 2 Peter 1:5-8. The grief of trials isigpru
process God uses to change us in ways that increase our usefuliessaraN
some ways in which this happens?

Read Genesis 3:18-19, Romans 8:20-25. Trials help us realize that we are d
praved, and live in a fallen world that isn’'t heaven. What d¢stmake us long
for?

Read Proverbs 5:22, Galatians 6:7-8. Why are trials sometimeguha result
of our sin?

Read 2 Corinthians 1:8-11, 12:7-10. Suffering and trials can help us recognize
our weaknesses, so that we will depend on God. Identify a time ahtwdlich
you became less self-reliant, and more dependent on God.
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7.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Write a prayer of response thanking God for the trials in your life (James 1:3).

Read 1 Peter 1:13, Hebrews 6:19. Suffering helps us realize that wedtae
our hope in something other than God, or have spread it out betvodeam@ self
or circumstances or people or possessions. Sometimes we donkneve it
until God allows a trial to come and reveal it to us. What is opee o be fixed
fully on?

Have placed your hope in something(s) that is(are) not sure adfhstea

Read 2 Corinthians 4:7-9. Name four ways in which suffering enlargep-our
preciation of God’s sufficiency:

a

Read 1 Peter 1:6-7, 4:12. Suffering tests and strengthens what aspect of
lives?

How have trials in your life tested and strengthened your faith?

Read Philippians 1:12. What opportunities does suffering create@o i

Read James 1:2-5. What kind of character does suffering devep in

$ %

Read 1 Corinthians 12:25, Romans 12:15, Galatians 6:2. Suffering causes
recognize our need of one another in the body of Christ. Asudtrit draws us
closer to one another. Name one way you can care for someoerechutich
who is suffering, and when, and how you will do so.

us to

Read John 9:1-7. God always bring glory to Himself. What avenue of isyiffe
did He use to do so in this passage?

Bri

Read Psalm 119:71. What does suffering drive us to?

How has suffering driven you to God’s Word?
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“Take heed, then, to
embrace...the love
and kindness of
God...[and to] daily
exercise faith
therein, entertain

no doubt of God’s
love and kindness.”

~MartinLuther

“The holiness God
works in us is based
on agonizing repen-
tance, a sense of
inexpressible shame
and degradation,
and also on the
amazing realization
that the love of God
demonstrated itself
to me while | cared
nothing about

Him.”

~Oswald Chambers

. %
+ ')2

I. WHAT DOES JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH MEAN WITH RE-
GARDS TO THE FUTURE? IT GUARANTEES OUR FUTURE.

A. We are guaranteed that we will not be put to shame ithe presence of
God in the future (Romans 5:5-8, Colossians 3:3-4). Paul givitsee
proofs that show us we will not be put to shame.

1. Proof #1 We love others with a love that exceeds our ability and
makes no earthly sense, so we know that God'’s love has been
poured out into our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5).

a. We love only by responding to God'’s love for us
(2 John 4:19).

b. We love God only by obeying Him, not by talking or sing-
ing about it (John 14:21).

c. We love God only as much as we love others (1 John
4:7,20).

2. Proof #2 We are totally incapable of standing in God’s presence
without shame on our own. So, rather than feel shaméwio
cover our sin and hide from God. Christ’'s death for usiioaly
hope, and it is in His death that we boast (Romans 5:6-7).

a. Inourselves, we have no strength (Romans 5:6, 7:24).
b. We would not do what Christ did in dying for us.

3. Proof #3 God's love for us transcends our rebellious self-
sufficiency (independence), self-righteousness, self-impraveme
self-promotion, self-love, and self-worship - so that iheveng we
might have eternal relationship with Him. (Romans 5:8).

a. God's love is proven in Jesus’ death for us (John 3:16).

b. God did not send Jesus to condemn, rather to save (John
3:17).

c. Itis our own sin that condemns us. While we wetbah
state of condemnation, God loved us so much that He pur-
posely sent His Son to be tortured and murdered, tousave
(John 12:27).

B. We are guaranteed that we will be delivered from thevrath of God yet
to come (Romans 5:9).

1. Why should I, dead in trespasses and sins, not hangross?
Why should I, deserving of wrath, be made alive in Chriaff?y
should Jesus, who knew no sin, become sin so that | couldahave
the benefits of His righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:21)?
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a. Because of God's everlasting loving-kindness, rich in
mercy, and full of grace (Ephesians 2:2-6).

(U

b. My sinful record became Jesus’, He suffered my punishm
and gave me His perfect record.

2. That afternoon when Jesus hung on the cross, God paurad o
eternity’s worth of His wrath upon His only beloved Stwaigh

53:10-11a). “Faith....is simply a
a. Although we are fully deserving, God will not pour out His| Delieving that there is

wrath upon those who have been justified by faith in the | & ©0dwho loves us,

blood that flowed from Jesus that day (Isaiah 53:11b). Qi?&tgoojgﬁgpo'son

b. We never need to say, “My God, my God, why have you | through our soul. Itis
forsaken Me?” Because on that afternoon, God forsook Hijs @ believing that He
Son, and now says to us, “I will never leave you nor forsake 0ves us even though,

you.” (Matthew 27:46, Hebrews 13:5). ke the Lséjg";gfh‘l’r‘:g

c. He disciplines us for our good because He loves us, but jys-to bring Him but ma-

tification by faith saves us from the punishment of wrath lignancy, wretched
(Hebrews 12:4-12, Romans 8:1). sickness, and grum-
bling misery. Itis
C. We are guaranteed reconciliation with God (Romans 5:10) believing that He in-

. . . . , . vites us to look to
1. This relationship is restored while we are God’s en@mi&od is the Him, to rely on Him,

initiator, the One who invites (calls) and determines éhetionship and to trust Him to do
(Exodus 6:7, Acts 15:17, Revelation 21:3). what He has said.”

a. Our reconciliation with God will affect every aspeicoor

lives until we are finally glorified with Christ irternity. ~Elyse Fitzpatrick

b. Because He loves us, and went to the most extremedength
to restore our relationships with Him, we should beingll
to go to great lengths to restore fellowship with others

2. Because we are reconciled to God in the power of Jelasl, we
imitate Christ in being reconciled with others.

a. The ministry of Jesus Christ is one of reconciliafib@o-
rinthians 5:14).

b. We forgive not because it makes sense to forgive, but be-
cause Jesus forgave us (Colossians 3:13).

c. Being reconciled to our brother is to precede worship
(Matthew 5:23-24).

D. We are guaranteed that our relationship with God is one akjoic-
ing through Jesus (Romans 5:11).

1. Because we are reconciled to God, we are positioned secarely
relationship with Him (Titus 2:11-12).

a. Our standing with God is sure (positional sanctifocgti
b. We will train in godliness (progressive sanctification).

2. Because we are reconciled to God, we have our nantesmini the
Lamb’s Book of Life (Revelation 20:12-15).

a. Our future in Heaven is sure (perfect sanctification).
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“Paradoxically, we
strive to enter the
kingdom from inside
the kingdom.”

~John Piper

“God is glorified not
only by His glory’s
being seen, but by its
being rejoiced in.”

~Jonathan Edwards

& I"#

 + )2

Are you assured, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that you are saved? Have you cried
out to God from the depths of your heart, “I am yours, save me. | bagatsyour
Word” (Psalm 119:94)?

Eternal Life Beyond a Shadow of A Doubt
Read Matthew 19:29. What are you guaranteed when you put Jesus above &ll others

Read John 5:24. Who has eternal life?

Read John 10:27-29. What picture does Jesus give to assure you that yourhave ete
nal life?

Read Luke 15:11-24, 22:32. Prodigal sons who were truly saved, always confess
their sin, and are forgiven and granted repentance. Jesus knew Pddesinjcand
that he would turn back from his sin.

Read John 17:11. How does Jesus pray for us?

Read John 8:42-44. If God is your Father, who do you love?

Read John 6:37. For those who love Jesus, is there any chance they will not be
saved?

Read John 14:15, 21. How does a person love Jesus?

Our Fight is Not to Earn Salvation, but to Cherish and Rejoice In It
Read Matthew 11:28-30. What is our struggle?

Read Luke 10:20. What is our joy?

Read John 15:11. Why did Jesus speak these things?

John 16:22. Can anyone steal your joy?
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Rejoicing in God is Essential for the Christian

Until we come to the point of child-like faith that rejoigesvhat God has done, an
rejoices to obey, we will struggle. We must not look for some new rerelat ex-
perience, but rather look at what God has done, and rejoice in it. Tle tfzet we
have been perfected (which means it is guaranteed that our sia watlre removed
in Heaven) if we are being sanctified (Hebrews 10:14). If you doubt salyatn-
fess your sin. Christians must believe and rejoice in the facBtid poured out His
wrath on Jesus and, as a result, all who believe are justified. Théetis, we look
in all the wrong places, we chase after our desires. Nothing but oyrezawnal sin
stops us from exalting and enjoying God. If you have a desire for sometharg
than God, you must confess it as idolatrous sin. Pursue delighting aethgejoi
God. In Him you will find deep, heartfelt, eternal satisfaction. esedr pursuit will
ever satisfy, and will leave you doubting. Joy is an act of obeéjave are com-
manded to enjoy God and rejoice in Him.

What do the following Scriptures teach about rejoicing in God?
Deuteronomy 28:47-48

)

“It is a Christian duty
for everyone to be as
happy as he can.”

~C. S. Lewis

What is man’s chief
end? Man'’s chief end
is to glorify God and
enjoy Him forever.

~Westminster

Psalm 37:4 Catechism
Psalm 43:4
Matthew 5:11-12
Philippians 4:4
$ %

1 Thessalonians 3:9

James 1:2

Revelation 19:7

Steps Toward Enjoying God

If you are struggling with enjoying God, realize that feelings are partbut obedi-
ence is not dependent on feelings. Affection for God and rejoicingmng-ot op-
tional. Begin by confessing sin, since sin will hinder joy. You must@sfess the
sin of joylessness. Then pray earnestly using Psalm 51:2, asking Gstbte tke
joy of obedience. Diligently meditate on joy by writing out thewabverses on joy,
and reading them several times each day. Finally, no matter wheegtings...do
joy! Smile and say something thankful to every person you speak with, wiethe|
feellike it or not.

Often we thank God for the blessings He has surrounded us with. Sushray
reveal that we do not consider the relationship with God our greatesingle¥vhen
we have tasted the sweetness of God, all else will be ruined forther pleasures
will fade. As you confess sin, ask to taste the sweetness of reldfianith God,
that all else be ruined in comparison to the joy of His salvation.

=
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Babies may be cute
and cuddly, but
every single one of
them is a dirty, rot-
ten, wretched sinner
(and eventually
they’ll prove it).

It is not the heredity
of sin that God
holds a person re-
sponsible for... con-
demnation comes
with the realization
that Jesus Christ
came to deliver us
from the heredity of
sin and from our
rebellious refusal to
let Him do so. “This
is the condemna-
tion, that the light
has come into the
world, and men
loved darkness
rather than light...”
John 3:19.

%
= ()

WHY ARE WE SO DESPERATELY IN NEED OF JESUS
CHRIST'S RIGHTEOUSNESS?

A. Since Adam’s sin, no human can avoid sin and death @fans 5:12-14).

1. Everyone naturally sins, inherited from Adam through ouena.
The entry of sin into the world is traced to its lamsource (we are
all children of Adam), and hence we are always sinfRosnans
5:12).

a. Sin entered first, then death. This fact single hdlpde-
futes the evolution lie.

b. Sin entered the world not by Satan, but by mankind.

i. Eve, who had been given the job to help Adam,
helped him into sin (Genesis 2:16, 3:1-6).

ii. Adam, who had been given the job to lead, was held
responsible (Genesis 3:9-11, Romans 5:14).

ili. Any other role functions than man as leader and
woman as man'’s helper (in church and home) is sin.

2. God did not create the world with death. Death’s meti@ahtering
the world was sin.

a. All death, despair, devastation, and destruction carabed
back to sin.

b. Those who blame God, or ask Him why, are attributing to
God the work of sin, as a result of Satan’s deception
(Malachi 2:17).

3. Sin and death reigned universally even before the lddemced by
the fact of death for everyone from Adam up to Moses (Romans
5:13-14).

a. The law was given to provide a backdrop to show us the
horror of sin (we cannot try hard enough to be righteoois,
matter how hard we try to obey law).

B. Since Jesus’ death, no human can avoid the opportuyito avail them-
selves of His righteousness (justification) (Romans B5-17).

1. Justification (being declared righteous by an AlmightyyHsod
upon our belief in Jesus Christ) does not work that sangehad sin
does. lItis a free gift, not a getting of what is deservidc death is
deserved by sinners.

2. Paul gives three contrasts between sin (Adam’s hegadstd right-
eousness (Christ’s headship). The deeds of the headeafézgbne
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under the headship.

a. Contrast #1: The present state caused by Adam’s headship
is that all will die. The present state caused by<Chri

headship is that all may receive the gift of justification.
) Every man, woman,
b. Contrast #2 The present standing before God caused by | and child born into

Adam’s headship is judgment and condemnation. The pre- the world is born un-
sent standing before God caused by Christ's headship is be-der Adam’s headship.
ing judicially declared righteous through placing your faith| Every man, woman,

in Jesus Christ. and child born into

. . ) the family of God is

c. Contrast #3. Adam’s headship results in death’s reign. born under Christ's
Christ’'s headship results in life’s reign. headship. But, every

man born under
Adam’s headship will
not automatically
come under Christ’s
headship. That is

C. All under Adam’s headship are under condemnation. Alunder
Christ’'s headship are under His righteousness (Romar&18).

limited to those who
Il. DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE TWO HEADSHIPS WILL BE e the abundance
EVIDENT IN OUR LIVES. of grace and the gift

A. The effectof Adam’s headship differs from the effect of Christs head- of righteousness
(those who believe in

ship (Romans 5:19). the person and work
1. Adam’s headship results in many being disobedient sinners. of Christ).
a. Not only is Adam’s disobedience part of our naturealse ~Paul R. Fink

choose sin (1 John 1:8, 1 John 1:10). A sinner sins because
he is a sinner.

2. Christ’s headship results in many being made righteous.
a. Itis not our obedience that makes us righteous, bigtGhr

b. Arighteous person is righteous because of receiving
Christ’s imputed righteousness.

B. The principle of Adam’s headship differs from the principle of Grist's
headship (Romans 5:20).

1. Adam’s headship is characterized by the principlevef laaw re-
sults in sin (as proved by the Old Testament).

2. Christ’s headship is characterized by the principkuptrabundant
grace.

a. Grace is freedom from the power and penalty of sig &
gift that can’t be earned) (Ephesians 2:8-9). It is unperit
favor that God bestows on sinful human beings (Romans
5:8).

b. The great thing is, even when Adams’s headship reigns,
grace is always more abundant.

Mercy always trumps
sin.

.C. Thepowerof Adam’'s headship differs from the power of Christ's
headship (Romans 5:21).
1. The power of Adam’s headship is shown when sin reigns.

2. The power of Christ’s headship is shown when grace reigns

53



DEFENDING YOUR FAITH

0 &&

- " g
()

Poisoned and Dying

Read Numbers 21:1-3. There had been quite a battle. The attackers canadhw
then captives were taken. But the end result was utter destructlenesfemy...

only possible at the hand of God. Israel had prayed. God had answeretialSpiri
victory!

The victorious conquering nation moved on, but the people became inhpaiden
tested the God who had just given them victory. Read Numbers 21:4-9 ani-1 Cor
thians 10:9. In their wretchedness and misery, how did they put Gloe test?

What did God send to chasten the Israelites?

Imagine who fearful the Israelites must have felt, helpfagatching their children
or grand-children die as fiery serpents slithered in and out of fdaysareas, and
beds, injecting their deadly poison.

The people who had been so quick to speak against him, were humbledrand w
Moses to ask for help. What did they recognize and confess thieouselves
(Numbers 21:7)?

Moses prayed and answered them with God’s Word. What was the reonéily f
people’s sin (Numbers 21:8)?

Now, imagine the confusion, the sinking feeling, even the anger tisthave

moved through the camp as they heard the strange remedy. Hovit pasisibly

help them to look at a home-made bronze serpent on a pole? Read Nunthers 21:
What happened when someone who had been bitten by a serpent loblecbrahre
serpent?

Wouldn't it have been amazing to watch people who had been poisoties $Br-
pents die, see the pole go up, and then watch other poisoned people heopait t
and live? We can only speculate as to whether anyone rebelliefisdgd to look at
the pole.

God'’s Great Love

Every person who didn’t have faith to look at the pole, as instrugt€bt, would
die. Like the Israelites, our response to God (even after spiittaty) is often
complaining, wretchedness, and misery. But by believing in God’s greafdr us
that lifted His own Son on the cross, as we recognize and confess,aue €an also
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look and live.
Jesus, the Remedy for Poison and Death

Jesus uses this story from Numbers 21 in instructing a religiouswharcomes and
asks questions. This man, Nicodemus, had placed his security in rulegalad r

tions, which Jesus shatters. Read John 3:3, 5. What does Jesus sagas\ngces
order to see the kingdom of God?

Jesus rocks this young man’s world by telling him he can’t possibityah his own.
Only the Holy Spirit can accomplish what is necessary (Joh8)3:@cademics and
religion only leave us helpless. Read John 3:14-15. Where does Jesh&tale-
mus for help? Now, put yourself into Nicodemus’ shoes. He knowsdheis
Numbers 21. Is Jesus telling him that he is like those who complaitieel wilder-
ness? That he’s been bitten by a fiery serpent? But there’s no kevpeat on a
pole for him to look at and live....not for another three years. Reau1P:38-40.
After Nicodemus watched Jesus be raised up on the cross, how did he Pespong

Imagine Jesus’ words in John 3:14-15 echoing through Nicodemus mind as He
watched. Nailed to the cross, His body wretched and torn, brokenwsedyrJesus
turned Nicodemus’ eyes to the pole to look at Him and stop the poisanfofrsi
killing him.

Read John 3:14-18 and John 6:40. What are the results for those who behold
lieve in the One whom God raised as the remedy for sin, for teerpmis bites of th
serpent?

and be-

D

Gazing at God

As we look to Jesus, we not only gaze at Him, but we are also crucified with Hij
Jesus said we must deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow Him.

Read 1 John 1:9. What is necessary for us to be cleansed from our sin?

$ %

Read Colossians 3:1-2. If we have looked to Jesus on the cross, anaiptaken
cross, what must we focus our thoughts on?

God calls us to confess our sins and fix our eyes on Jesus, insteatbwfingain our
sinful poisons. The following verses invite you to fasten your egekesus and be
saved. Rewrite them in your own words, and then write a response eftor&sd
for raising Jesus Christ for our salvation.

Micah 7:7

Galatians 3:1-2, 5

Hebrews 12:3-4
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legally credits me
with Christ’s right-
eousness, and adop-
tion puts me into
God’s family.

| have a full and
complete relation-
ship with God.

In that relationship
there is an ongoing
process by which
God will make me
what He has legally
declared me to
be...holy. That
process is sanctifi-
cation.

/

WHAT IS SANCTIFICATION? WE WILL BEGIN BY LOOK-
ING AT THE BASIC MEANING OF SANCTIFICATION, AND
THE KINDS OF SANCTIFICATION REFERRED TO IN THE
NEW TESTAMENT.

A. The basic meaning of sanctification is “to set apart.”
1. Sanctification refers to being set apart for holin€$siét-likeness).

B. There are four kinds of sanctification referred toin the New Testament.

Perfect or
Prospective
Sanctification

rogressive
anctification

/ Positional

Sanctification
(Justification)

Preparational
Sanctification

1. Preparational sanctificatienseparates us from the realm of sin, pre-
paring us to be set apart for Christ.

a. Doctrine of condemnation (Romans 1:17-3:20).
b. 2 Thessalonians 2:13, 1 Peter 1:2, 1 Corinthians 7:14

2. Positional sanctificatierseparates us from enslavement to sin to
enslavement to Christ’s righteousness.

a. Doctrine of justification (Romans 3:21-5:21).
b. Ephesians 2:1-7

3. Progressive sanctificatierseparates us from the practice of sin to
the practice of righteousness.

a. Doctrine of sanctification (Romans 6:1—8:18). Occurs at
salvation and continues until physical death.

b. 1 Thessalonians 4:3

4. Perfect or prospective sanctificatieseparates us from the presence
of sin to the presence of Christ.

a. Doctrine of glorification (Romans 8:19-39). Occurs when
we are at home with the Lord, either upon the death of a be-
liever, or upon the return of Christ.
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b. 1John 3:2

II. WHAT'S GOING ON IN THE ONGOING JOURNEY OF PRO-
GRESSIVE SANCTIFICATION, FROM THE MOMENT OF
SALVATION UNTIL WE SEE JESUS?

A. The Godhead is active... working in every believer'sourney of progres-

sive sanctification.

1. The Father purges and disciplines us (John 15:2, Hebrews 12:5-4
2. The Son is the head of the church and washes us by tke aVtte

Word (Ephesians 5:26).

3. The Holy Spirit convicts and teaches us as we seetGliase in
the mirror of His Word (2 Corinthians 3:18).

B. The believer must be active. Notice the actions the following pas-
sages.

1. We are to put to deatiur old sinful deeds (Romans 8:13).
We are to spiritually exerciseirselves (1 Timothy 4:7).

2
3. We are to walkighteously and exert effort (Ephesians 4:1, 17).
4. We are to flesinful practices and pursuighteousness (1 Timothy

6:11, 2 Timothy 2:22).

C. The Word of God must be active on the believer's mindactions, and
habits.

1. Our inner man (heart and mind) must be renewed by Goadid.W

a. Romans 6:11, 1 Corinthians 6:9-11
b. Romans 12:1-2
c. Ephesians 4:23

2. When our heart changes, our behavior will follow.
a. Romans 6:12
b. 1 Timothy 4:7
c. Ephesians 4:22-24

D. Progressive sanctification is a gradual process.
1. None of us have arrived (Philippians 3:13).
2. We are to walk and keep going (Galatians 5:16).

E. Progressive sanctification is not a passive processinvolves great ex-
penditure of effort.

1. We must exert great effort in bringing our body into sulgeql
Corinthians 9:24-27).

2. Paul uses terms that describe intense effort onastir p
a. Wrestle (Ephesians 6:10-12).
b. Fight (2 Timothy 4:6-7)
c. Destroy, take captive (2 Corinthians 10:5).
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“Learning obedience
does not mean switch-
ing from disobedience
to obedience. It
means growing
deeper and deeper
with God in the ex-
perience of obedience
by experiencing
depths of yieldedness
to God that would not
have been otherwise
demanded.”

~John Piper

“We separate justifi-
cation from sanctifi-
cation in order to
understand them bet-
ter, but in experience,
they are inseparable.
He whose justification
does not lead to prac-
tical sanctification
has never been justi-
fied, and he who at-
tempts to earn or keep
justification by means
of sanctification nows
nothing of the free
and sovereign grace
of God that justifies.”

~ John G. Reisinger



DEFENDING YOUR FAITH

Those of us in relationship with God (by His justification and adoptislhundergo
5&& radical changes in our lives (by His grace). That change is thesprote
“progressive sanctification,” also referred to as “growing idligess.”

The evidence of God’s grace changing us always takes place wititiomghips.
God'’s first step in changing us is to draw us into relationship with Hihen, He
changes the manner in which we relate to others. We have a nesvtdessat oth-
ers differently, that only He can give. Our earthly relationships ar@p@mad’s plan
to transform us. They do not belong to us, they belong to Him, and Hehligsea
goal for our relationships than our personal happiness. Since refapisare the
context God uses for the change He wants to work in us, consider iigi®as
change agents. How does God want to use the relationships that ¢gieeimagou, to
change you?

Sanctification Means We Trust and Obey

As Christians, Jesus is our Master. We trust and obey our Mastesbeata
love Him. When we deviate from trusting and obeying, we need to cohéesssin
and receive forgiveness. Christ has dealt with our sin by Hik @rothe cross. Be-
cause of sin, life in Christ is a life of repentance.

This week we will look at what it means to trust and obey as tha$aved to
Christ’s righteousness. Trust means that we entrust the rslapsrand circum-
stances that are out of our control to God. Obedience means taee fegthful and
responsible to obey His commands, despite these circumstances.

Areas of Trust

Problems arise when we attempt to take control of areas aboun wéiare
concerned, about which we can do nothing, and which we are not responsible fo
For example, consider a child’s teacher. The child’s parents mustiau§od has
put their child under authority who is to be obeyed, and not attempt to feeithe
teacher’s rule over the child. Another example is a husband. A wgetrast God
to grow her husband, and not attempt to change him.

Are our problems too big for God? Can not the One who created usisahmpugh
the world He created?

Read Isaiah 50:5-10. Whose job is it to vindicate for wrongs don8)¥s

Read Romans 13:1 and 1 Peter 2:13-15. What do these verses say aboutdtlose i
thority over us?
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Read 1 Peter 3:1-2. What do these verses say about husbands and wives? _ |

Identify what you are trying to change that is not your job. Woterdthe areas yoy
should be entrusting to God, but are choosing to attempt to control instead. __|

What will you do to entrust that area to God instead of trying toalatf

Areas of Obedience

We cause problems in relationships by not trusting, and by not obayangas
where obedience is our responsibility. We will be studying Remari4-19 and
Colossians 3:18-24 for a few practical ways in which God’s gracewearpas to
obey in the area of relationship with others.

Read Romans 12:14. We are to bless those who persecute us. How and to w
you bless today?

hom will

Read Romans 12:15. God calls us to be tender and compassionate (caringen
act) towards people in general. Whom will you rejoice with or weéptaday? |

pugh

Read Romans 12:16a. We are to be committed to harmony in relationshagiheith
people. How will you live in harmony with others today? With whom?

$ %

Read Romans 12:16b. What are we not to be? How 4
whom will you humble yourself today?

and to

Read Romans 12:18. How are we to live with others?

How will you live in peace today?

Read Colossians 3:18. Identify how wives are to obey.

Read Colossians 3:19. Identify how husbands are to obey.

Read Colossians 3:20. Identify how children are to obey.
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Habitual sin:

This week’s Scrip-
ture addresses the
guestion, “Should
the believer habitu-
ally practice sin?”
The answer will be
found in our identi-
fication with Jesus.

Occasional sin:
Next week’s Scrip-
ture addresses the
guestion, “Should
the believer prac-
tice sin occasion-
ally?” The answer
will be found in our
enslavement to
righteousness.

You cannot die or
go to your funeral

in a mood of excite-
ment. Death means
you stop being, you
agree with God and
stop being the in-
tensely striving per-
son you have been.
Have you yielded to
death?

~Oswald Chambers

HOW DO WE DEAL WITH THE PROBLEM OF SIN'S REIGN
OVER OUR LIVES AS BELIEVERS (Romans 6:1-14)?

A. Paul asks a question to get us thinking... “Since God’s gce is so abun-
dant, should believers keep on sinning so grace may aboundMe uses
four points in his answer:

1. Point #1: Direct and emphatic denial, “Meganoito.”

a. Paul uses this word 65 times in his epistles.att’'sxpres-
sion of unthinkable horror when an idea is too repugnant to
think about. It means...God forbid, perish the thought, inay
never be, don't even think that way.

2. Point #2: Two convicting questions:

a. Question #1 If we're dead to sin, how can we live in it?
(Romans 6:2)

i. It's obviously impossible!

b. Question #2 Don’t you know that if we've been baptized
into Christ, we've been baptized into His death? (Rof). 6:

i. Christ's death is how our death to the sin nature has
been accomplished. It is not by the act of baptism,
but by identifying with Christ, that our sin nature is
dead.

ii. Water baptism symbolizes our identification with
Christ’s death, burial and resurrection (Romans 6:3-
4, 1 Peter 3:21).

c. The result of identifying with Christ is newnessitd# |
(Romans 6:4, 2 Corinthians 5:17).

i. We do not have a dead Christ on the cross, but a
living, resurrected Lord.

ii. Therefore, we live every day manifesting resurrec-
tion life, free from sin’s control.

d. Our new walk is possible because we not only have been
planted together with Him in death, but we've also been
planted with Him in resurrection (Romans 6:5).

3. Point #3: Positive instruction on how to have “victory owet s
(Romans 6:6-10).

4. Point #4: Two direct commands (Romans 6:11-14).
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[I. POSITIVE INSTRUCTION ON “VICTORY OVER SIN”.

A. There’s only one way: crucifixion with Christ. (Bdore continuing, iden-
tify an area where you need victory over sin so you can apply yolife
to what you learn about crucifixion with Christ).

1. What part of you was crucified? Your old man, back wten
were under Adam’s headship (Romans 6:6).

a. From God’s point of view, crucifixion with Christ dests
the sin nature (it's not gone, but crucified).

b. From our point of view, crucifixion with Christ means
don'’t serve sin. Itis no longer our master.

2. Crucifixion with Christ produces three things:
a. We are freed from the effect of our sin nature (Rengan).
b. We have resurrection life operating within us.

i. Our identification with Jesus’ death also identifies
us with his resurrection (Romans 6:8).

ii. Jesus’ resurrection frees us from death forever
(Romans 6:9).

c. We live for God, not our desires (Romans 6:10).

i. Death to sin’s control is once for all, never to be
repeated (Revelation 12:11).

ii. Living for God is continual, never to be ended.

[ll. TWO DIRECT COMMANDS

A. We are commanded to continually consider ourselves dd to sin, and to
continually consider ourselves alive to God (Romans 6:11-12).

1. The villain is sin, and we are to stop letting aorm&ture have mas-
tery over us.

2. Our body is an area where we must consider ourselvesasiad
and alive to God instead.

a. Ladies, identify ways our desire to be called “bé&allitie-
sults in sin.

b. We must continuously look at Jesus’ beautiful body on the
cross, and consider our body to have hung there with Him
That is what God calls beautiful.

3. Instead of dwelling on how you look or dress, think of waysse
your physical person to help others (smiling, laughing, lenaling
hand, hugging, etc.).

B. We are commanded to stop presenting our members to osm nature,
and to make a presentation to God that is irrevocable (Roman6:13-14).

1. Yield ourselves to God as those alive from the dead! dPgrace is
killing our sin. (Romans 6:14 answers the question askBo-in
mans 6:1.)
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Wrong views on how
to get “victory over
sin”:

*  Eradication:

You still have
your old nature,
it’s not gone.

*  Suppression:
You can't “just
say no” and hold
your old nature
down.

*  Self-crucifixion:
It's literally im-
possible to cru-
cify or forgive
yourself.

*  Lordship: You
can’'t makeHim
Lord of your life
or Lord of any-
thing....He IS
Lord.

*  Deeper Life: You
are either a child
of God or not,
there are not
varying levels of
sanctification.

Do you look in a mir-
ror with discontent
every time you pass
it? Are you grateful
for how God has fear-
fully and wonderfully
made you?

~Psalm 139:14
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“The first thing we do
when we are saved is
attend our own
funeral.”

~John MacArthur

$ '3;

Have you ever pictured yourself at Calvary? Where would you hawd&tDo you
think you could have stayed to watch Jesus suffer? Perhaps you \@walcuh

away like the disciples did. Perhaps you would have been standmthe/ivomen,
miserably weeping as you watched His pain. That afternoon, everytainged in
order to be able to live for eternity flowed down the ripped apaitbleeding body of
our Savior, trickling over the rough wood until it was sticky and stak¥rip by
agonizing drip, Jesus’ blood poured out. Because of that blood, when Satan presents
God with the reality of our sin, Jesus speaks for those who haeedieknd received
Him. He covers our sin with the payment of His blood. Read 1 John 2:1alésr
scription of how that looks. The brutally cruel job was fully completeddsus

Christ. Yet, Romans 6 makes it clear that we don't just think of messas kneeling
under that dripping blood, rather we must put ourselves on that cross. We must be
co-crucified with Jesus, sharing in His sufferings.

Crucifixion with Christ

When we come to faith in Christ, a death takes place within us.

Read 2 Corinthians 5:17. How is the believer described? What has happ#med to
old things?

Read Romans 6:5. How are we united with Christ?

Read Romans 6:6. What has happened to our old self?

Read Romans 6:8. What have we done with Jesus?

Read Colossians 3:3. What is the result of being dead?

Have you made the decision that sin must be killed in you? ThiSasedit from
deciding that it must be restrained or suppressed. It must die in yolikgukesus
died. First of all, identify sin that is ongoing in your life. Namepiecifically.

Think about sin as a dimension of life, or a characteristic. bEhever is not charac-
terized by sin. We cannot remain in sin the way we did before we wamicified
with Jesus. Read the following passages and identify how we aregim kil

1 John 1:9

Galatians 2:20
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1 John 3:8-9

Now take some time alone with the Lord to identify with Him in His lkdeand ask
the Holy Spirit to empower you to put to death the sin in your life.

Resurrection

Followers of Jesus Christ have not only died with Him, but we arevadsie alive in
newness of life. What comes out of the grave is totally différemt what goes into
the grave.

Read Romans 6:4b. On the believer, what is the effect of Christ besad fitom the
dead?

Read Romans 6:5. What are the two ways in which we are united wigZh

There are many ways Scripture describes the newness of lifeltblig¢er receives
as a result of Christ’s resurrection. Read each passage and debettilie wew for
followers of Jesus Christ.

Psalm 40:3

Ezekiel 36:26

Galatians 6:15

Ephesians 4:24

$ %

Revelation 2:17

Dead to Sin and Alive to God

Paul does not refer to an automatic change. He says “you are....so moaehehbat
you are.” He does not say, “Since Christ died, you are sinless.” No, the éétav T|
ment is full of commands that direct us to participate in the psogkliving as those
alive to God. It does not automatically happen.

Read Romans 6:2. How are we to think about ourselves in relatiot?to s

Read Romans 6:13. How are we to act in relation to sin?

Read Romans 8:13. What must we continually be doing to sin?

Read Romans 12:2 and Ephesians 4:23. What is to be done to our mind? __ |

Read Psalm 119:104, 169. What can renew our mind?
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God'’s grace begins
with acceptance
through justifica-
tion and adoption.
This is the begin-
ning of God'’s work
that always leads to
sanctification (Titus
2:11-12). We can-
not separate our
justification from
our sanctification—
they are two parts
of the undividable
work of redemption.
Thus, as we offer
people a humble,
patient, gentle, for-
giving love, we must
never communicate
that it’s OK to stay
the way we are. We
have a responsibil-
ity NOT to stand in
the way of the
Lord’s work in
other people’s
lives...if we say,
“You're OK,” then
biblically we are

not loving them.

. * 3

EVERYONE IS A SLAVE. WILL YOUR “SLAVE DRIVER” BE
SIN OR WILL IT BE RIGHTEOUSNESS?

A. Paul stimulates our thinking with a question...“Dont we have the right
to sin once in a while?” (Romans 6:15) He answers the qties in two
ways:

1. By direct and emphatic denial—*Meganoito.”

a. Again Paul recoils from the question. He emphaticily
nies any possibility that we might have the right to sin

2. By direct instruction on two topics—our Master, andchanged
position (see B and C).

B. Our master (Romans 6:16)
1. A master demands service. Jesus pointed this out inlukelO.

a. Our master is who we serve. If our sin nature isyaster,
we’ll do works leading to death.

b. If our new nature (Christ’s righteousness) is our master
we’ll do works consistent with the character of God.

C. Our changed position (Romans 6:17-23)

1. Let's be thankful that God calls us in the state rearg but receives
us in Christ’s crucifixion.

a. Thankful that serving sin was the former, not priesemdi-
tion (Romans 6:17b).

b. Thankful that we were converted (Romans 6:17c).

c. Thankful that we are now enslaved to righteousness under
Christ’'s headship (Romans 6:18).

i.  Sin no longer rules us, it is our choice. For exam-
ple, no onémakes you mad.”

2. Paul explains the changed position by giving two contrasts:

a. Contrast #£1 We present ourselves as slaves to either law-
lessness or righteousness (Romans 6:19).

i. Formerly, under sin’s headship, we were unable to
do anything consistent with God’s character.

ii. Presently, under Christ’s headship, we are able to be
righteous and holy.

b. Contrast #2 The results of our enslavement choices pro-
duce contrasting results (Romans 6:20-22).
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SLAVES TO SIN SLAVES TO CHRIST
Lawlessness Sanctification
Impurity Righteousness
Toxicity Purity
Poison Holiness
Darkness Light
Mirror Satan Mirror Jesus Christ
More lawlessness Growth in godliness

II. THE RESULTS OF EACH POSITION OF SLAVERY (Romans
6:20-23).
A. Choosing slavery to sin or slavery to righteousness hagfdrent results.
1. The result of choosing slavery to sin:
We get what we deserve and earn.
Guilt and shame
Death

o o o @

Physical, spiritual, and eternal separation from God
2. The result of choosing slavery to Christ’s righteousness

a. We do not get what we deserve, we get a free gift.
b. Freedom and holiness (John 8:32)
c. Life

Eternal union with God.

B. The outcome of slavery to Christ's righteousnessdgctification) is eter-
nal life (Romans 6:22).

1. Sanctification is necessary for heaven.
a. Hebrews 12:14.
b. Galatians 5:21
c. 1 Corinthians 6:9.

2. Sanctification is God's work in us under Christ's headsimg slav-
ery to His righteousness. This throws us desperately dn Bt
can't possibly be sanctified on our own.

a. Philippians 1:6, 2:12b-13
b. 1 Corinthians 15:10
C. 2 Corinthians 3:18

C. If we got what we deserved, all of us would be dedorever. However,
we have a gift to receive (Romans 6:23).

1. All sin is punishable by death.
2. Jesus took the punishment of sin upon Himself.

3. Have you received the free gift of eternal life in JeshigsE? If yes,
have you told someone about that gift lately?
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Enslaved to Jesus Christ

Jesus will never force you to be captured as His slave. The only kitalvefHe ac-
cepts is one who chooses to be enslaved to Him by love. Those whose Hesst He
captivated, are His slaves for life....eternal life.

Read John 14:15, 21-23. What is the basis for obedience to Jesus?

We do not merely resist sin and grudgingly obey the Bible. That wolddlbeary
kind of slavery. No, we whose heart Jesus has captured have beerddwyairdif-
ferent method of captivity than the enemy could ever dream of. Wehward the
sweetest song ever, the song of His love. We have known the overndhgmyof
intimacy with Him. We become acutely aware of the preciousness afigoion
with Almighty God. We experience the freedom of having absoluielgternal
guilt, forgiveness for every one of our horrendous sins. We hea énraptured
with the love of God by Jesus Christ and are mere responders to éfsribable
love that compels and draws us to Him. We have tasted the good&sd. of his
week we will look at our life as love slaves of Jesus Christ.

Eternal Life in Jesus Christ

Love slaves live in hopeful expectation of eternity together with theet@ey love.
The problem is that many of us are obsessed with our lives on &atiime to stop
living for the moment, and become obsessed with eternity.

Read 1 Peter 1:13. What is our hope or expectation to be founded in?

Read 2 Peter 3:12. What to be our attitude regarding the day Jesus returns?

Read Titus 2:13. What are we waiting for?

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:9-11. What is the best way to build up and encourage so
one who is going through a trial?
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The Righteous Work of Jesus Christ

As love slaves, don'’t look at obedience apart from the work of thex@raee en-
slaved to. Look at what Jesus Christ did for us on the cross. This isaubtvehat
Jesus will do, but what He has already done! It's His righteoudmasis thanging
us. It's in the power of His blood that we are justified. We heaetivesds, but of-
ten don’t grasp the reality that there can be no change in our figesfriom their
truth. Love slaves obey their master, but not apart from His redamgftthem. We
can't separate the process of change in our lives from the wauk @Trist has done.

Read Hebrews 12:1-3. What are we to look at so we don’'t grow weary and lose
heart?

Read 2 Peter 1:3-4. Why can we have confident expectation that we will tbange
become more like the one we are enslaved to?

Read Romans 3:23-25. Whose righteousness is demonstrated in our lives?

Read Isaiah 64:6-8. We can dathing of righteousness, apart from Jesus Christ.
Describe how the righteous work of Jesus Christ is manifestgzlimlife:

Union with Jesus Christ

As a love slave of Jesus Christ, we must recognize our union with HimivéVen
Christ.”

What do the following verses teach us about what it means to I@htist?”
Ephesians 1:3

$ %

Ephesians 1:4

Ephesians 1:7

Ephesians 1:9-10

Ephesians 1:13

Ephesians 1:19-20

Ephesians 2:13-14

Ephesians 2:20-22

Write a prayer of thanks to God as a love slave of Jesus Christ.
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Our death is re-
quired for us to
have a relationship
with Christ and
serve Him.

Paul’s illustration

is perfect. The only
way to be free from
a marriage union is
by the physical
death of one of the
partners. The only
way to be free from
our union with our
sin nature is for a
death to take place.
The sin nature does
not die—it will be
removed in heaven.
The believer dies by
co-crucifixion with
Christ and is legally
joined to Him. If
marriage could be
broken by divorce
then the illustration
would not work
because it's impos-
sible to divorce
ourselves from our
sin nature.
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HOW DO WE BREAK SIN’S DEADLY GRIP OVER US?
DEATH BY CRUCIFIXION WITH CHRIST IS THE ONLY
WAY.

A. Statement of the principle of the necessity of deathy crucifixion with
Christ (Romans 7:1).

1. Any law can be broken by death (Hebrews 9:15).
2. Paulis not referring just to Old Testament law, Inytspecific law.

3. Paul, like us, finds himself in constant struggle with dile will go
on to relate his struggle to this principle (Romans 7:21).

B. lllustration of the principle of the necessity oftcrucifixion with Christ
(Romans 7:2-3).

1. You can see it at work in the law of marriage—thetlaat marriage
unites a couple in one flesh (Genesis 2:24).

a. A woman is married to her husband as lonigedwes.

b. Only when he dies is the grip of her responsibility to him
broken.

2. You can see this principle at work in the law of retage.

a. A woman who remarries while her former husband liges, i
not free from him. She is called an adulteress.

b. A woman who remarriesfter her former husband’s death,
is free to do so. She is no adulteress.

A. Application of our lives to the principle of the recessity of crucifixion
with Christ (Romans 7:4-6).

1. The sin nature does not die, but we die to the law ofith@ature.
The instrument of our death is Christ's body.
b. The purpose of our death is to be joined to Christ.

c. We are joined to Christ not only in His death, but alddis
eternal life.

d. It's necessary to die to the sin nature because oseeitwi
will kill us, with no hope of life. There is no wayathour
sin nature can possibly please God.

2. We have been rescued from the law of the sin nature!

a. How? We have been made dead (by co-crucifixion) to that
which gripped us.

b. Why? So that we would serve God in a new life (2r&ori
thians 5:17, Colossians 3:10).
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“Our sin needs to be crucified with Christ; painfully torout of our heart like a weed
from soil, extracted in agony, and bloody like a tooth from the ja®in must be ex-
pelled from our soul by violence, as Christ expelled the moakangers from the tem-
ple. We can not part with our sin that we cherish withantvard bleeding. Root from
our hearts all those things which we have cherished so lofidien and only then, can
we rest in the delight and peace of having Christ reign witheival, and having our

sinful lust crucified with Christ. Then He will behte sun and reign without the dark-
ness of night.” ~A.\W.Tozer

[I. HOW IS SIN RELATED TO OLD TESTAMENT LAW?
A. Paul asks and answers the question, “Is the law sih?

1. Paul has just taught that the law of the sin natur@chrbe broken
by death (Romans 7:4). Now Paul addresses any who might hav
concluded that the Old Testament law is sinful (Romans 7:7)

2. Paul's answer shows that the law is not sinful, andaoes sin to
it's source, the sin nature. He answers the questitmeée ways:

a. Paul answers the question by direct denial that th& €3ld
tament law is sin.

b. By positive instruction—telling what the OT law does
(Romans 7:7-11).

i. The law reveals the fact and power of sin.

ii. He shares the personal example of his life. He did
not learn it until he was 12, but then the Old Testa-
ment law worked death in him by revealing sins’
presence.

ili. Paul's sin nature twisted the purpose of the Old Te
tament law.

iv. God meant it to regulate his life, but his sinunat
used it to deceive him.

c. By drawing a proper conclusion (Romans 7:12-13).

i. Paul concludes that the Old Testament law is not
sinful, but holy and good.

ii. He gives three reasons:

(a) Reason #1The law, which is good, did not
produce death.

(b) Reason #2The sin nature produced death,
perverting even what was holy.

(c) Reason #3The law causes us to look to the
Redeemer (Galatians 3:24). It shows us th
we are helplessly controlled by the sin na-
ture and desperately in need of Jesus Chris
the only one who can help us (John 14:6).
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“In Christ,” | have all
the resources of
Christ. In His death, |
die to my sin nature.
In His resurrection, |
rise to new life. By
His Spirit in me, | can
choose to go where
He leads rather than
where my passions
and desires lead, as
explained in Gala-
tians 5:16-25.

“Repentance unto life
is a saving grace
whereby a sinner, out
of a true sense of his
sin, and apprehension
of the mercy of God in
Christ, does, with
grief and hatred of his
sin, turn from it unto
God, with full purpose
of and endeavor after,
new obedience.”

~Westminster Shorter
Catechism (Q87).
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*  We work out what
God has worked
in.

*  Work in = con-
viction

*  Work out = obe-
dience

*  Our responsibil-
ity, God’s re-
sources.

~David Jeremiah
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Our sin must be crucified with Christ. Make a visual picture of thygur
mind. But, don'’t just place yourself under the cross so that drogeaf bover
you, think of yourself on the cross, crucifying your sin.

If we are not careful, we can say, “I just have to ‘put off’ tid and ‘put
on’ the law.” This can lead to faking, or a secret life of flesldgds. We must un-
derstand that it is in our heart/mind where the processamigehbegins. Change is
not possible on our own. A Christian must work in dependencethpdtoly
Spirit, by means of the Word of God, within the context of a body ad\ek.

Let’s look at each of these aspects and how they work to produce ¢hangdife
as our fleshy deeds die by co-crucifixion.

Inner man = Heart/Mind

Read Jeremiah 17:9. What do we know about our hearts?

Read Matthew 12:34b-35. Why can’t we just change our outward actions?

Read Joel 2:13a. What does God want us to change?

Word of God
Read Hebrews 4:12. What does the Word of God reveal to us?

Read 2 Timothy 3:15-17. What fully equips us for every good work?

Dependant Upon the Holy Spirit

Read Philippians 2:12-13. We must make a choice of our will (obediencei)-
junction with whose work?

Read Romans 8:13. What is required in order to put to death the deleedotly?

God’s People, the Church
Read Ephesians 4:15-16. How is the Christian to grow?

Read Hebrews 10:24-28. Why must we not desire to be “Lone-Ranger” Christians?

Spiritual Disciplines

Read 1 Timothy 4:7-9. How are we to approach the process of growingliin god
ness?

Read Philippians 2:16. What type of effort we are to expend in crucifyingrour si
nature?

70



Sanctification

Love

Read Matthew 22:37-38, John 14:21. What emotion are we commanded to dis|
ourselves in?

cipline

Devoted to God’s Word

Read Psalm 119:11, Joshua 1:8. How is the Bible part of training in dadigaa
plines?

Confession of Sin

Read Psalm 139:23-24, Luke 24:47, 1 John 1:9. These verses teach the dafcig
confession. Confession of sin is our spiritual breathing. What sinyloaveonfesse
today?

line

Serving God

To serve is to encourage the body. It is only due to God’s gratevelsirrender to
God and submit to one another out of reverence to Him. The reddievaitjusted
lives in attitudes and actions (Ephesians 5:18-6:9).

Read Galatians 5:13. How are we to discipline ourselves in thedbdhrist?

Prayer

Read Hebrews 4:16. The discipline of prayer (communicating with God) grows
dependence on God. How does God want us to approach Him?

us
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“This is the most
mature, spiritual
Christian there
could ever be... who
sees so clearly the
inability of his flesh
against the holiness
of the divine stan-
dard. Show me a
person with this
kind of brokenness,
a person agonizing
in the depths of his
own soul because
he can'’t do every-
thing written in the
law of God, and I'll
show you a spiritual
person. The more
spiritual you are,
the more likely you
are to say this.”

~John MacArthur

The maturing
Christian will not
look for excuses or
loopholes in the
standard of God,
but will be grieved
by even his slightest
breaking of it.

PROBLEM: THERE IS AN UNDENIABLE WAR GOING ON.

A. The source of the war is my natural man, my sin nature wibh is driven
by sin.

1. Onone hand we know that as believers, Christ’s rightessissie
ours, we are slaves of righteousness, we are dead ssihgs no
dominion over us, etc.

2. On the other hand, Paul talks about being of the fleshjrgolthe
bondage of sin.

a. “of the flesh” sarkinos- pertaining to the body (as earthly
and perishable material), fleshly, consisting of flesim-
posed of flesh, wholly given up to the flesh, rooted in the
flesh.

b. The believer is a prisoner to his sin nature (not thg l&Ve
prove it every time we
sin. Paul goes on to
grievingly lament the
example of his present
life as proof (Romans
7:15-24). Referto
“Diagram A.”

Diagram A

3. The natural, unsaved man has no choice but to be codtogligin.
Even his good deeds are not motivated by the glory of Godr{th-Co
thians 2:14, Galatians 5:19-21, Romans 1:21).

B. Inthe believer, there is constant conflict, a wathat wages at all times.

1. Only the one who delights in God’s law, who loves God’s com-
mandments and longs to obey, has this battle waging (Rofried)s

a. The more we know the mighty power and wisdom of God,
the more intensely we hate our sin and the more acutely
aware we are of the sin that we indulge in.

2. The conflict is the direct result of our own evil desirébe battle
stems from within, from heeding our own desires instead tiimga
in the Spirit (James
1:12-15, 4:1-3).

Refer to “Diagram
B.”

72 Diagram B



Sanctification

[I. SOLUTION: VICTORY IS AVAILABLE AND CERTAIN.

A. On earth, the believer holds two extremes in tensio

1. Temporarily, we are in this world of flesh and bloddus dwells
the capacity for the most horrific sin, the darkest filsi

Eternally, we have passed from death to life, frorkrazss to light
and share in Christ’s death, burial, and resurrectious dwells the
divine nature, the capacity to walk in light as new toes.

a. Both the old sin nature and the new nature are priestbet

believer, but our tendency is to be controlled by the sin nat

ture, and perform acts of sin.

Because we have tasted the beauty of God’s holiness, we
hate the horror of our sin. The only release fromsoon-
fession (1 John 1:9).

c. By surrendering to the Holy Spirit, the spiritual natuae

victory over the sin nature (Galatians 5:16, 22-24, Romans

8:1-17, 1 Corinthians 2:15-16). Refer to “Diagram C.”

The more victory we have as we mature in Christyribie
we will recognize the sinfulness of sin and find ourselves
identifying with Paul in Romans 7:17-25.
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B. In heaven, the old nature will be removed and only thglorious new
nature will remain. Refer to “Diagram D.”

1. The glorification of the believer is so sure that Gpdaks of it in
the present tense (Romans 8:29).

a. The outcome of our salvation, that we will spend dterni
with Jesus without a sin nature, is just as certainefact
that we are saved (1 Corinthians 15:53-57).

Are you thankful? Are you jubilant? Are you overflowing
with joy? Hallelujah, death’s sting has been removed.

Diagram D

b

73

“The more seriously a
Christian strives to
live from grace and to
submit to the disci-
pline of the gospel,
the more sensitive he
becomes to the fact
that even his very best
acts and activities are
disfigured by the ego-
tism which is still
powerful within him,
and no less evil be-
cause it is often more
subtly disguised than
formerly.”

~Charles Cranfield

In the life of the
Christian, this on-
going battlemustbe
waged. There is no
second one-time ex-
perience such as
“sanctification by
faith,” or “finding

inner light,” or a
“zapping of the Holy
Spirit” by which the
war ends. The Chris-
tian life is the life of
confession and repen-
tance. All our lives on
earth, by the power of
the Holy Spirit,, we
put to death the flesh
(Romans 8:13). How-
ever, in death, the
battle ends and glory
wins.
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The Bible is full of examples of sin. The Old Testament tells viidest depicting
mankind’s sin. The New Testament epistles address issues faced by aimfiricn
Yet the Bible never makes excuses for, or justifies sin. All oftthrées and exam-
ples in the Bible open our eyes to the fact that we desperegetya Savior, we need
Christ’s imputed righteousness, we need to be justified. The probligvatiwe stop
at justification. You see, the Bible doesn't separate jusiificand sanctification.
Every Christian is in the process of being sanctified. Every t&nis purpose (by
God’s foreknowledge, predestination, and calling) is to be changed &i-iiteness,
which gives God glory. That means every Christian is alwayseiptocess of
changing. In doing so, we fulfill the purpose for which we were created.

Read Isaiah 43:1, 7. What is the purpose for which we were created?

Read Romans 8:28-29. God uses every situation in the Christiarits kifeod, be-
cause it changes him or her. In what way did God foreknow and pred#sit we
would change?

Change is Not Optional

Christians are becoming Christ-like...it's not an option. Cdsefwinsider the fol-
lowing verses and write down how, as a Christian, you are beingethan Christ-
likeness (being sanctified).

John 15:16

Romans 12:1-2

2 Corinthians 5:17

Ephesians 1:4

Ephesians 2:1-2, 10

2 Thessalonians 2:13

2 Peter 3:14

1 John 2:3-6

It is not optional for a Christian to be in the process of gimgnto become more
Christ-like. Rather, it is absolutely necessary.
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Read Hebrews 12:14. What must the Christian pursue in order to sewdRe L

The War Inside Us

Most of us agree that we need to change, because we are looking at tHessinugg
our lives....pain from the past, problems in the present, or feéndduture. How-
ever, that's not the reason change is necessary. Change sangbezause we are
corrupt, we have evil desires in our hearts, we have a sin natliveeachoose to sin
We choose sinful responses and then, instead of looking at ourselves)die bl
blame other people and situations. We do not want to take the diffiatiey
within to look at our own thoughts, desires, and choices.

Read 2 Peter 1:4. Why is there corruption in the world?

Peter says the corruption in the world stems from our own luskssires. We are s
quick to blame Satan....when it's really our own fault.

Read James 4:1-2. Why are there quarrels and conflicts?

Read 2 Peter 1:3-4. What is the solution to the war inside us?

Read James 4:6-10. What is the solution to ongoing conflict?

Humanly, Change is Not Possible

In our own strength, desire, or power, we will never becomelékeis Christ. Our
sin nature within us fights it with every decision along the waveéler, the Holy
Spirit, who is stronger and more powerful, works within every belieVhat do
these verses teach about the Holy Spirit's work in you to change you

Galatians 5:16

$ %

Romans 8:5-6

Romans 8:9

Romans 8:13

The War Winner
Read John 16:7-11. Why did Jesus send us the Holy Spirit?

Read John 16:13. What will the Holy Spirit guide us into?

Read John 16:14. What is the end result of the Holy Spirit's work?
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. WHY DO | ALWAYS CHOOSE SIN? BECAUSE OF MY SIN
NATURE.

A. My sin nature pushes me like a slave-driver (Romans 7:14)

1. By saying “l am,” Paul reveals that he is talking abousthestance
of which he is made, not the activity he performs.

2. A Christian has two natures, but the bias is to bévated by the
sin nature.

a. The old nature—motivated by indwelling sin.
b. The new nature—motivated by the indwelling Holy Spirit.
B. The evidence shows that there’s nothing good in me (Rams 7:15-17).
1. 1do things without even recognizing their true character.
2. ldon't do the things | want to do.
3. 1 do things I hate to do.
4. The sin that | do is not from the law, but from myrsature.

[I. MY NEW NATURE IS POWERLESS BEFORE MY SIN NA-
TURE.

A. Any good that | do could not possibly come from the sin riere because
| am powerless to perform the good which | want to do (Roman7:18).

B. The evidence shows that | don't do the good | want to dbut | do the
evil | don’t want to do (Romans 7:19-20).

1. Sin does not originate in my new nature because my aewende-
sires to do things that | cannot do.

2. Sin originates in my sin nature, which is within aueg expresses
itself through my physical body.

3. My mind is flawed due to my sin nature (Romans 8:5).

[II.EVERY BELIEVER EXPERIENCES CONSTANT CONFLICT
WITH SIN.

A. Law (Romans 7:21-22)

1. Isinso regularly and so predictably, that it caddseribed as a
law. It is a law that it is not my nature to choaghteousness.
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2.

The will to do good is not strong enough. It is a laat ho matter
how much my new nature wishes to act, my sin nature egibt it
and demand obedience to sin.

There is no way to escape this law. | cannot laat\we consistent
with the character of God. | fall short of the glofyGod.

B. War (Romans 7:23a)

1.

As a Christian, | approve the law of God, but | cacloat because
of the law of my sin nature.

My sin nature is not neutral or passive, but busy making war.

This war is ongoing and will not end until my sin naiargnally
removed in heaven.

C. Captive (Romans 7:23b)

1.
2.

3.

I am held captive in this war.

My old nature actively wars against my new natureucaqa me as
a prisoner of the sin nature which is in my body.

I am imprisoned and powerless to do the deeds of my nemendt
obey the law of sin that dwells in me.

D. .Wretched (Romans 7:24)

1.

| am frustrated by the result of this war that takescaptive be-
cause of the law of my sin nature,

When | sin, | am a wretched, distressed, miserabteh being. |
cry in frustration, “O wretched man that | am. | dra thief of all
sinners.”

In my humiliation, | long to be delivered from this bodydeéth.
The longing of my heart is to be rescued.

V. HALLELUJAH!

A. Don’t worry about discouragement over sin, you are in goodampany.
Paul’s description of this conflict should describeéhe experience of
every Christian (1 John 1:8,10).

B. Deliverance from the constant conflict is possiblentough Jesus Christ,
but it is only possible through Jesus Christ our Lord Romans 7:25).

1. The mind (new nature) always serves the law of God.

2. The flesh (sin nature) always serves the law of sin.
3. Both natures express themselves through the believer’s body.

C. Jesus Christ rescues us from our wretchedness.
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“God, give us the
hearts desire to fulfill
all Your good law and
to see sin defeated.
We know that comes
when we walk in the
power of the Spirit,
yielded to Him, tast-
ing the sweetness of
victory until the day
when Jesus comes and
frees us from the body
of this death and we
become all that we
should be in Thy glo-
rious presence.”

~John MacArthur
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Followers of Christ are not perfect, we are rescued. We are heaxdlyed in a

/ &0 faith war, empowered by the Holy Spirit and joyfully confident of beustified by
Christ’s righteousness. The battle against sin is a vicioydtmatés clear. So, should
we ever relax and say, “l give?” Absolutely not. We cannot make peaceunging
we must make war on our sin. Like Paul, no Christian lives in constdoty. De-
feat is part of the experience of the Christian, but defeat does matthze the
Christian.

When we fail, Romans 7:14-25 is the normal way for a Christiasact. We don’t
lie and act like we are perfect. We don’'t deceive and act hypatrite don't pose
and pretend we’ve got our act together. We don’t impress otherswyitbility to
look “Christian.” That’s not the job of the church. The church is teebkabout our
sin, with the honesty, candor, and humility displayed in this passagaul.

How Does A Christian Respond to Being Wretched?

Read Romans 7:15. What is our reaction to our sin?

Read Romans 7:24. How do we feel about ourselves in times of sin?

Read Romans 6:6, 8:13, 1 John 1:9. What must we do with sin?

In Romans 7:14-25, as Paul evaluates the actions of his life, hertngtees back
to God’s law. Compare the following verses to see how love for Gax’and con-
fession of sin go hand in hand.

We love God'’s law We confess our sin

Romans 7:14a. How do we consider | Romans 7:14b. How do we view our sin?
God's law?

Romans 7:16. Why do we agree with| Romans 7:17, 20. What is the result of
God's law? our indwelling sin?

Romans 7:22. What is our feeling as ywé&komans 7:23. How does it feel when sin
concur with the law of God? takes us captive?

Romans 7:25b. What is our response|tdRomans 7:25c. What is our response to
the law of God? the law of sin?

78



Sanctification

God’s Word

Christians love and delight in the law of God. The law defines die. |aw is not
wrong, we are. The problem in Paul's day was that people wereniglang law.
Today we blame anything rather than blaming our own indwelling sis.tHe in-
dwelling sin nature that causes our defeats, not the other things we \wkmh&
We are rescued by Jesus Christ and His righteousness. In Him, waghiist\fe
will win the war against sin, because Jesus defeated sin. In themeadtd has
given us His Word as the weapon to wield against sin.

Read Joshua 1:7-8. What is necessary for success?

Read Psalm 119:9-11. How can you be protected from sin?

Read Hebrews 4:12. What reveals sin to you?

Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17. What is Scripture useful for in your life?

Read Ephesians 6:17. What is the weapon by which we aggressie® fi

Read Matthew 4:3-4, 5-7, 8-10. How did Jesus use the weapon of God’s Word
fight Satan?

How Does A Christian Respond to Being Rescued?

Sometimes a newspaper will feature a story of someone who déiasdseued. The
rescuer is presented as a hero, and the rescued one expresses exitade gite
have been rescued by Jesus Christ. He is our hero. We must thardaHitall oth-
ers how grateful we are to Him.

Read John 1:29. What did Jesus come to do?

$ %

Read 1 John 5:18-20. How are we rescued from the evil one?

Read 1 Peter 1:18-19. Consider the cost at which we have been rescued. |

Read 2 Corinthians 4:6-7. Paul calls himself an earthen vessel. Yésahel have
inside the vessel?

Read Matthew 13:44. How are we to respond?

Have you treasured Jesus Christ today? Treasure is a verb, awdietieby we segq
Jesus Christ as most valuable. Have you told Him how gratefulrgdo have been
rescued? Have you told anyone else what He’s done for you, and how yatetres
Him? Think of three people whom you will tell of being rescued fyor sin by
Jesus Christ. Name them, and put the date on which you talked to them thexit t
name:

S
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“Power for produc-
ing mature,
equipped believers
doesn’t come from
the individual’s
effort but from the
Holy Spirit.”

~Bob Froese

$ +
% ;

DELIVERANCE FROM THE LAW OF SIN BY IDENTIFICA-
TION WITH JESUS’ DEATH.

A. What wonderful words: There is NO CONDEMNATION! Romans 8:1
describes the state of the believer rightly relatedotJesus Christ.

1. In Romans 8, Paul introduces the Holy Spirit. Freedom &amm
demnation is limited to those rightly related to J&Shsst and the
Holy Spirit (justification and sanctification).

a. The new nature can be controlled by the Holy Spirit.

b. The condemnation referred to in Romans 8:1 is not eternal
condemnation, but the condemning guilt experienced by the
conviction of the Holy Spirit when a believer does things he
should not have done, or does not do things he should have
done (Romans 8:1, 7:14).

2. Our deliverance from the law of sin is established becaiuthe
work of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:2).
a. The Holy Spirit is called “the law of the Spirit d&l' be-
cause He produces victory over sin and death so with the
regularity and consistency of a law.

b. The sin nature is called the “law of sin/death” lnsesit
produces sin/death with the regularity and consistenay of
law.

3. Our deliverance from the law of sin is established becaiuthe
work of God the Father (Romans 8:3-4).

a. There’s nothing wrong with the Old Testament law, but i
cannot control the sin nature.

b. God the Father sent His Son Jesus Christ, not to dés&oy
sin nature, but to condemn it.

c. Jesus Christ fulfills the righteous requirement ofiaiein
us as we are controlled by the Holy Spirit and actually per-
form the things of the new nature.

B. Itis absolutely necessary for the believer to be debred from the law of
sin/death by the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:5-7).

1. We have two possibilities:

a. Controlled by the flesh (sin nature), thinking its tjias
(Gal. 5:19-21).

b. Controlled by the Holy Spirit, thinking thoughts of the new
nature leading to life and peace.
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2. Anytime, in any situation, when there is not joy and peaceyin
life, I am not thinking the way | should. | am not contrdltey the
Holy Spirit.

Il. DELIVERANCE FROM THE LAW OF DEATH BY RESURREC-
TION (Romans 8:8-11).

A. The unbeliever cannot please God because no matter hdnard he tries,
he is under Adam’s headship (Romans 8:8).

B. The believer can please God by the power of the Holyf8t, because he
is under Christ’s headship (Romans 8:9-10).

1. Those who do not have the Spirit are unsaved (9c).
2. Those who have the Spirit are saved (Romans 8:10).

C. Those who have the Spirit will be resurrected from thalead if they
should die physically.

1. The Trinity is involved in resurrection from death (Rom@uid).
a. Father—He who raised up Jesus
b. Son—Christ Jesus
c. Spirit—the Spirit of Him

[ll. DELIVERANCE FROM BONDAGE TO OUR SIN NATURE.
A. The believer has no obligation to the sin nature (Roans 8:12).

B. Because the believer is delivered from the sin naey he has four things:
new potentials, a new position, a new possession, andeav program
(Romans 8:13-17).

1. Two new potentials:

a. Living under control of the sin nature results in death
(1 Corinthians 5:5, 1 John 5:16-17, Hebrews 12:5-11).

b. Living under control of the Holy Spirit through mortifying

(killing, putting to death) sin results in life (Romans 8:13).

2. A new position-child of God:
a. Children of God are led by the Spirit of God.
3. A new possession—the Holy Spirit:
a. The Holy Spirit is not bondage, but freedom.
b. The Holy Spirit removes fear (2 Timothy 1:7).
c. The Holy Spirit identifies us with Jesus Christ.

d. The Holy Spirit identifies us with our Daddy, the Hedye
Father.

4. A new program—the ministry of the Holy Spirit:
a. He assures Christians that they are children of God.
b. He assures Christians that they are heirs of God.

c. He assures Christians that they are co-heirs@¥itist in
glory.
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“Why doesn’t God
reveal Himself to
you? He cannot—
because you are in the
way as long as you
don’t abandon your-
self to Him in total
surrender. Once you
do, God witnesses to
Himself If you had
received the witness
of the Spirit before the
reality and truth that
comes from obedi-
ence, it would simply
result in sentimental
emotion. As soon as
you abandon your
own reasoning and
arguing, and stop the
disrespectfulness of
debating with God,
He gives His witness,
His Spirit bears wit-
ness or testifies with
your spirit.”

~Oswald Chambers
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“The Christian does
not order the Spirit.
While He gave the
truth, brought the
Bible into being, and
has chosen to work
through it, the Spirit
is neither a force nor
a machine. Heis a
Person who works
when and where and
how He pleases. To
us has been given the
Bible. We ask God to
be pleased to make
our use of it effective
by His Spirit and then
move out in obedience
to its truth. The re-
sults and whole out-
come belong to God.”

~Jay Adams

#
%

Holy Spirit and God’s Word

Before Jesus left earth, He prayed for the Father to leavdpusdwee would love
each other. He knew we’d need it! John 14-17 records Jesus’ last convexghtion
His disciples, and His parting prayer for them and for us.

&,

Read John 14:15-17. Jesus asked the Father to give us a Helper the same fs Himsel

His Spirit. What does Jesus tell us to do when He assures us Hendilielp to do
it?

Read John 16:8-11. How does the Holy Spirit help the whole world?

Don’t ignore conviction in your life. When the Holy Spirit convicts yos, time to
agree with God and confess sin. God grants repentance to those Wwitbayoolv.

Read John 16:13-14. What will the Holy Spirit guide us into?

Read John 17:17. What is the truth into which the Holy Spirit guides us?

Read John 14:25-26. What would the Holy Spirit enable the disciplesalt?rec

When the disciples recorded Scripture, the words were perfectrandree.
Read 1 John 4:6 and 1 Corinthians 2:12-16. What do those who know God accept?

Man cannot understand the things of God apart from the Holy Spirit. Gaodhis tr

His Word is truth, and the Holy Spirit speaks Scripture. When peoplésdioly

Spirit has spoken to them apart from God’s Word, we must not assume ¢hisy
tening to the voice of God. The Holy Spirit is our constant teacloerdiag to the

Word of God, convicting us and prompting us to conform to the truth of the Word of
God. When people claim additional truths directly from God, thaiesents are
affected by personal experiences, feelings, or desires. What fiddidiaeng Scrip-

tures say regarding how serious God is about not adding to or takimdHfsoWord?

Deuteronomy 4:2, 12:32

Proverbs 30:5-6

Revelation 22:18-19

Holy Spirit and the Church

The Holy Spirit works through humans according to the Word of (adtie vehicle
of Christ’'s body on earth, the church. He gives gifts to build up tireckland pre-
sent to the world a picture of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit wiartendem with the
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proper exercise of the gifts He has given to the church. His gifteoafer personal
use, but to build up the church, as clearly taught in Ephesians 4:7-13.

Read Ephesians 4:16. How is the church to build itself up?

Read John 15:8-10 and 17:21. How did Jesus tell us to show Him to the world
that the world would believe in Him?

SO

Read Galatians 3:1-3. How are people who attempt some other metbtovanhg
Christ described?

Holy Spirit and Union with Christ

Just hours before His crucifixion, in John 14:18-19, Jesus told his disciplesi$i
leaving earth. He told them that the world would no longer behold Him, buh#ya
would instead.

Read John 14:18. What is the promise Jesus gives?

We are in Christ~
It * 2 Corinthians
5:17
Philippians 3:9
Ephesians 2:10

*

*

Read Matthew 28:20. What did Jesus promise to disciple makers?

Christ is in us~

*—Romans 8:10

*

Jesus indwells us with His Holy Spirit, and so He is with us always, aridekeld”
Him. All Christians are joined in union with Christ by the Holyr&pi

Read 1 John 4:12-13. How do we know that we abide in Him and He in us? __|

Galatians 2:20

*  Colossians 1:28

Jesus describes our
union with Him~

*  John 15:4

It is through the Holy Spirit that Christians are one with JesustCand it is through
the Holy Spirit that Jesus Christ lives in us. Christians operatelifferent realm or
dimension, because we are alive to the spiritual realm. Jesusi€hrigs, through
the Holy Spirit. We are in Christ Jesus through the Holy Spirit.

Read 1 Corinthians 2:16. What do we have that unbelievers do not?

*

1 John 4:13

Holy Spirit and Holiness

Ever wonder why we call the Spirit whom Jesus left us the Holy 3pit# is the
source of holiness. There is no other source of holiness in us. All hdlieess
from the Holy Spirit's activity in our human lives.

Read Romans 1:4. How is the Spirit described?

$ %

Read Hebrews 12:14. How important is holiness (sanctification)?

Read Ezekiel 36:25-27. What is the work of the Holy Spirit in us?

Read 2 Corinthians 3:18. Christians are being transformed into theofjldegus.
Where does the growing change come from?

Read Romans 8:13. What is the means by which we kill whatever is nahluslg

Read 1 Corinthians 6:17, 19-20. Who has the permanent presence of the Holy

Spir

living inside them?
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The world stands
under the judicial
sentence of God
upon a rebellious
and sinful man-
kind—a sentence of
universal futility

and corruption.

And no one is ex-
cluded, not even the
precious children of
God.

~John Piper

Hope...the personal
perception of all
pending possibili-
ties with positive
presuppositions.

*

HOW CAN WE PUT THE SUFFERING OF LIFE ON EARTH
INTO PERSPECTIVE? BY CONTRASTING IT WITH THE
GLORY OF ETERNITY.

A. When the glory of God is revealed in us, all the suffemg of earth will
hold no negative value (Romans 8:18, 1 Peter 1:13).

1. At present, this earth (God'’s creation) expectandigsifor God's
glory to be revealed in us (Romans 8:19).

2. At present, this earth has been ruined, subjectedil®duad useless
devastations and disasters that torment the human Inddyriag all
men to the dust (Romans 8:20).

a. The physical ruin includes germs, famines, floods,avolc
noes, earthquakes, tidal waves, plagues, car accidemts, pla
crashes, and all kinds of diseases (2 Corinthians 4:16).

b. Earth did not willingly participate in the fall, howevtis
suffering the affects of it.

c. Not only does man suffer physical ruin, but in our fallen
state we are enslaved to sin and death (spiritual ruin).

d. The spiritual ruin includes flawed perceptions, miscweck
goals, desire for personal glory, spiritual numbness = sin.

3. Inthe future, God will deliver His creation from deatloiffans
8:21).

a. Earthis not resigned to the devastation, but waitseaitjer
longing for the glorious liberty when man is conformed to
Christ’'s image, with no more sin nature, never agafalto
under the curse of sin.

B. What do we know about the suffering that presently tag&s place on
earth (Romans 8:22)?

1. Every plant, animal, and human being is involved ifesifg.

a. We look back with groaning over the pointlessness of
Adam’s sin which made earth subject to the curse.

b. We look forward, eagerly waiting for the time when the
curse will be lifted. Our eagerness has the intensibyrth
pangs.
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IIl. WHAT ABOUT SUFFERING IN THE LIFE OF THE
BELIEVER?

A. Believers have the first fruits (down payment as garantee of more to
come) of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:23).

B. Believers groan within themselves because of the cbeif described in
Romans 7:14-24.

1. When was the last time you agonized over your sin? Do you kno
how it feels when the guilt and hopelessness of ever gédttiigint
replaces the joy of walking with God?

2. Romans 8:23 is the final answer to our agony. We alil eagerly
wait, the answer is coming, our adoption and redemption.
3. Our distress and misery will end when Jesus Christetlglus by

the resurrection and glorification of our bodies.

B. Inthe meantime, as we eagerly wait for that gloriouslay, God has

saved us (Romans 8:24-25)!
1. We have absolute certainty—hope!

a. Although we have not yet experienced it, deliverance fron

our sin nature is definite (Philippians 3:20-21, 1 Corinthian
15:52, Revelation 21:4).

We need to have patience as we wait (Psalm 119:71,75).

lll. WE HAVE ASSISTANCE AMID THE SUFFERING.

A. Because of the presence of our sin nature, while wait to be delivered,
the ministry of the Holy Spirit is given to us (Romans 8:2&7).

1. The Holy Spirit helps us in our weaknesses—the presertloe sin
nature causes us to choose sin (Romans 7:14).

2. The weakness spoken of is not ignorance about what toqordouf
rather that our sin nature affects what we pray for (&wm18:26).

a. Believers are affected by both the sin nature andebgie-
cay of the earth. We cannot pray as we should because g
prayers are impacted by earth’s decay and our sin nature.

b. The Holy Spirit specifically helps us by interceding our
prayers with His groaning that is not affected byasid de-
cay.

c. Although we do not hear Him groaning, He is interceding

our prayers for us.

3. The Holy Spirit is always successful in His intestass for us, be-
cause He intercedes according to God’s will.

4. He searches our hearts and knows where our prayers riez=ddo
justed to line up with God’s will.

Prayer changes us so we line up with the Father’s will in-
stead of our desires.

a.

Our faith is in the love and power of God, which we must
never lose sight of no matter how great our suffering

W

)

ur

(Hebrews 12:3-4).
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Six points about suf-
fering~

* Creation, and our
bodies have been
subjected to futility
and enslaved to
corruption.

God controls who
gets sick and who
gets well, and all
His decisions are
best for His chil-
dren.

Jesus Christ came
and died to pur-
chase our redemp-
tion because of
God’s great love
for mankind.

We run to God and
pray for help both
to heal and to
strengthen faith
while we are un-
healed, and we
depend on the Holy
Spirit's interces-
sion.

We always trust in
the power and love
of God, even in the
darkest hour of
suffering.
Someday all those
who endure to the
end in faith will be
set free from all
pain and sickness.



DEFENDING YOUR FAITH

“For man without
faith, hope is cov-
ered with uncer-
tainty and cramped
by unpredictability,
retarded by fear,
and spurred by
longings of human
subjectivity — rather
than faith in the ob-
jective reality of the
immutable promises
of God who cannot
lie.”

~Jeffrey Forrey

& I"#
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How can you be hopeful when you are in the throes of a problemyzaio hopeful-
ness characterize you when you get a diagnosis of serious illnesg2aH you ea-
gerly look ahead when trials seem too incredible to endure? Hope aomes fela-
tionship with a loving Heavenly Father, who is working out His purposdseimidst
of what you are going through. In any and every situation, no mattehtwiiic or
difficult, hope always makes sense for God’s people.

Hope—Based on God’s Character and Promises

The problem is that we base our confidence on a change in the sitratiocum-
stance. That's not hope, that's wishful thinking which is foolishp&lis confident
expectatiomot that the situation will change, but that God will be faithful to His
promises. Hope is in the reality of the promises of God who céianot

Jeremiah:
Read Jeremiah 29:11. What does God promise?

Read Jeremiah 29:1-4 To whom is the letter holding this promigen®it

At the time of the writing of this letter, Israel is in cafiti in Babylon. Jeremiah is
writing to the Jewish leaders of the people who have been takeive, held in exile.

Read Jeremiah 29:7. What is God telling them to do for the Babylgoizrnment?

Jeremiah 29:15-23 describes the prophets telling the people things aboexitbeir
that God had not said. God warned them to pay attention to His wordshevith t
promise that their penitent prayers and changed hearts wouldlseselts return.

Read Jeremiah 29:10. Given that people lived about 70 years in thef tieremiah,
would the people reading this promise ever see a change in situation?
Hope is not based on a change of situation, but on God'’s faithfulness to Misgso

Abraham:

Read Romans 4:18-21. Abraham did not waver regarding God’s promise, because he
was fully convinced about something. What was he confident that God woaltdebe
to do?

Hope transcends our humanity. Abraham continued to hope beyond reasorable
man expectation, transcending what humans can expect.

How does Romans 4:18-19 show that hope is beyond human expectation?

How does Romans 4:21 show that hope transcends human expectation?
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Hope—Confident Expectation and Patience to Wait on God’s Timing

When we feel hopeless, we need to be reminded of the charactett af@vealed
in Scripture. God is sovereign, that means He has total control. Reati7A24-27.
What does this passage teach about God’s control in your life?

“Christians who expect

God is omnipotent—all powerful. Read Matthew 19:26. What is the edt€&und’s
power?

miraculous healing on
earth give the impres-

God is a loving Father, even in allowing trials. Read Luke 15:20. How deas J
describe a father?

sterthat the quality of
faith can be measured
by whether or not a

Hope longs to experience God’s promises based on His sovereignty, podiéove.
Often we do long for this, but we just don’t keep longing. We do the hgig,tbut
not long enough. Read Romans 8:25. How are we to wait?

miracte of physical
healing takes place.
Yet, in the New Testa-
ment, quality of faith is

reftected in the joy and

Patience is an important aspect of hope. Learn the progressiopePaul teaches
in Romans 5:3-5.

Vs. 3a. What's going on?

confidence maintained
in God through suffer-

ing.”

Vs. 3b. What does the suffering produce?

(We act in obedience to God even though it makes no sense)
Vs. 4a. What does our stick-to-it-ivity prove?

(We prove that we have faith in God)
Vs. 4b What do we experience?

So, if you feel hopeless, look back and see if you've patiently enducdzbdience,
thus proving that you have faith in God. You must have faith that ndituotes
your life that isn't first filtered through the Father’s hand$ove. You must not im-
pose your time frame on God’s fulfilment of His promises.

Hope—Views Current Trials with an Eternal Perspective

By focusing not so much on what's happening today, but more on whabyien
in the future, we can orient our lives in connection with God'snses. Read Ro-
mans 8:19. How does creation wait?

This forward looking perspective, rooted in what hasn't yet been iexged, is not
natural for us. We often listen a lot to the voice of experient@réhan to God whg
tells us He has a plan for our future. That future is not goinggdpén in our own
homes or in America or in Babylon. It's a future, eternal plan.

Read Romans 8:23-24. What do we have confident expectation will hapgten-in
nity?

D
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Read Psalm 46:10. What can we know will happen to God?

Read Colossians 3:1-4. What should we be thinking about?

When we are more concerned for our present happiness and ctrafone are
about living for the glory of God, we feel hopeless. Romans 8:28-28¢®aes that
trials are a good thing because they change us to look like Jesus. iWitefof
God’s glory alone is our purpose for existing, then neither disappemtmiscour-

agement, decay, nor devastations will take us off our game plan of gigthgl@'y.
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“The glorious work
of God in Christ in
Romans 8:29 is not
just incidental in-
formation; it is the
revelation of who
God is, how God
acts, how God loves
and saves and
keeps. The point of
it is to display the
light of the knowl-
edge of the glory of
God in Christ.

Rivet your gaze on
the glory of God in
the acts of Romans
8:29-30”

~John Piper

()~

I. GOD USES EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENS TO PREPARE US
FOR GLORIFICATION.

A. There is nothing that is outside of God’s control (Rmans 8:28).

1. Whatever God wills, fits together, or brings to pasgoiod, whether
we view it that way or not.

a. Those who love Hino(r human part of the equation). God
works for good for those who love Him, but only those that
love Him can appreciate that fact, because they love Him no
matter what (Job 13:15).

b. Those who are the called according to His purp@ed(s
divine part of the equation). At God'’s call we become His
as He has purposed. He will not be deterred from His plan

2. God's purpose is to bring us to glorification, and evengimm our
lives is contributing towards that purpose.

3. What is good is what God has willed.
4. The believer caknowthis because he knows God.

B. Nothing stops God from conforming us to the image of JesiChrist,
bringing us to glorification (Romans 8:29).

1. In every situation, we can choose to respond like Jedus di

a. When we respond with Christ’s righteousness, we dii ful
ing what God has chosen for us even before the foundation
of the world (Ephesians 1:4)

b. As we respond in Jesus’ righteousness, we are giving God
glory, which fulfills the purpose for which we were cezht
(Isaiah 43:7).

2. When we fulfill the purpose for which God has createctwesn ter-
rible situations and grim trials become a good thing in eesli

a. What stops us from understanding this? We can'’t accept
this if we think our own good is more important than God’
good, or we view our own glory as higher than God'’s glory
(John 5:44, 12:27, 12:43).

II. THERE IS PROOF THAT GOD IS IN CONTROL OF OUR LI FE.
AT NO TIME IS OUR LIFE SPINNING OUT OF CONTROL AT
THE HANDS OF OTHERS.

A. Foreknowledge (Romans 8:29a)

1. Foreknowledge: “God’'s determination from eternity pastitggbr
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2.

certain ones into a special relationship with Himself.”

a. God knows who are His. “Know” is not in the sense ef be
ing acquainted with, but in the sense of bringing into speci
relationship (Genesis 4:1, Amos 3:2, John 10:14, Matthew
7:23). “Fore” does not alter God’s act, simply datesdt an
makes it in eternity past.

The specific individuals whom God knows to be His aréhalie in
whose life God is working.

a. God loves us so much that this could be everyone in the
world (John 3:16). He is far beyond fair.

.B. Predestination (Romans 8:29b)

1.

Predestination: “God’s marking out those He has deternmneter-
nity past to bring into a special relationship with Hirh&el

a. “Pre” makes it eternity past. “Destinate,” from whige
get our word “horizon,” is a circle around us beyond which

we cannot see.

b. In eternity past, God “drew a circle around” thosehele
determined to bring into relationship with Himself.

Fatherhood is always the prerogative of the Father.

a. Inour sin nature, we could not muster up what it tekes
decide to become His child (1 Corinthians 2:14, 2 Corin-

thians 4:4).

b. Let’s not rebel against the Father by questioning. Hine
gospel brings our rebellion into obedience.

People don't go to hell because God didn’t choose them, thiey go
hell because they rejected the gospel (John 3:18).

a. God's goal is not to leave some out, but to have alisn H
family, with Jesus first in preeminence and prominence, al
all of us looking like Him.

C. Calling (Romans 8:30a)

1.

Meaning of calling: “God’'s work (summons, invitation) whic
brings those He foreknew and predestined in eternity pastala-
tionship with Him.”

a. Calling is foreknowledge and predestination realized.

b. The only response of the believer can be one of overflowi
gratitude and love that desires to obey.

D. Justification (Romans 8:30b)

1.

Justification: “A legal declaration of God in which thaiever
(those foreknown, predestined, and called) is as righteotie &

E. Glorification (Romans 8:30c)

1.

Glorification: “Present ongoing work of sanctification gotlre
eternal removal of our sin nature (Heaven) with fullfoomation to
the image of Jesus Christ.”

Not one is lost.

D
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“Do you ask whether
God’s program of
glorification violates
man’s free will? The
answer is NO! To ask
such a question shows
that you do not under-
stand what free will
really is. Free will is
not the ability to
choose to do whatever
you want with no re-
straint whatsoever.
God Himself does not
even possess such a
free will for He can-
not sin or do anything
contrary to His own
attributes. Free will

is the ability to re-
spond without con-
scious compulsion.
When you come to the
knowledge of Christ,
you are totally un-
aware of the fact that
you were foreknown
of God and predes-
tined to be conformed
to the image of His
Son. Of your own free
will you take Christ as
your personal Savior,
unaware that He fore-
knew, predestined and
called you, without
which you would
never have come to
accept Him. God
justifies you, and in
the future your sin
nature will be taken
away and you'll be
like Jesus. You find
out it was God who
did it ALL!!!' The God
who can guarantee
this success can cer-
tainly work ‘all things
for good.” The proof
is complete.”

~ R. Fink
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There is an amazing declaration in Romans 8:29-30, but we are $ucsskd that

we often miss it. When we read Romans 8:28 with anticipation fgdbeé God will

bring to us, we fail to see what really matters, God’s purpose. God’s puisgbaé

all who believe will be glorified. The Almighty, Holy, Sovereign Ruéall uni-

verses loves you and me with such enormity and intensity, prevaiergSatan for

us at the great cost of His one and only Son. This is too great to comprehend. Why
would He do that? Well, there’s a little phrase in these seedieng us that it is be-
cause Jesus desires to be our big brother. God is changing us to bectime gdor

that Jesus would be the firstborn among many brethren. The aim of Gal'side
before time, is our likeness with Christ.

Read Isaiah 43:7. What is the purpose for our creation?

Read John 17:4. What does Jesus say He did while He was on earth?

Read John 17:22. What does Jesus give to us?

Maybe a sports analogy will help us. Let’s use hockey. Inthe 1980’s, thera w
hockey player named Wayne Gretzky who got a lot of glory, so mutttasthey
called him “The Great One.” When he was on the ice, he would makeptagsit
happen. Whether defensively or offensively, he made everyone oarnisaek bet-
ter because he was so good. And talk about winning, his NHL team worh&af ¢
pionships! We could say he was glorified. Ok, what if the GM had the power to
fluence and change the lives of all his players. He would work ougtbires in their
lives so that all the other players would be glorified too. All of theould look like
Gretzky, the first among many who play like him. What a glorieamtthat would
be! Now, what if the GM were Gretzky's father, and the only way togdéhe
other players meant Gretzky would have to be murdered..... Here istihanalogy
breaks down, because in hockey the motivation is not love. God’s tiatiisalove.
Can you see how it gives God glory that Jesus is the firstboramf mho look like
Him? And how it is our good to be like Jesus? Just like it gives thglGiyl and is
good for the players when they play like “The Great One,” God’'y @lnd our good
are the same thing.

Read Colossians 1:17-18. Who is the true “Great One”?

All players have to train hard to be like “The Great One”. &lttied and rose as the
firstborn of many so that we would see and enjoy His glorious greatHess want
to see and savor the wonder of Christ, we must have his chamadtétesness. Is
God’s goal your goal? Do you desire to look more like Jesus todayésterday?
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Let’s look at some of the ways we must train to be conformed tontdigei of Jesus
Christ, remembering that He is the firstborn among many.

Pray Like Jesus

What do the following passages teach us about how we should pray?
Matthew 14:23

Luke 18:1

Respond like Jesus

In His responses, Jesus constantly used the phrase, “It is writead"tRese pas-
sages to note how He interacted using Scripture.

Luke 2:46

Luke 10:25-26

Submit Like Jesus

1 Corinthians 11:3. In what way is a wife similar to Christ?

John 5:19, 8:29. How did Jesus submit to His head?

Suffer Like Jesus

How did Jesus respond when others caused Him to suffer?
Isaiah 53:7

$ %

1 Peter 2:23

Trust Like Jesus

Jesus evidenced complete trust in God and His Word. How did He do this?
Luke 18:31-33, 22:42

All about Jesus

Our likeness to Christ for our personal glory is not the goa, leat would just be
more self-absorption and self-exaltation. Our goal must be the exahatiaglorifi-
cation of Jesus Christ. Are you pursuing your own glory or Chgéigy?

Ask yourself these questions:

* Do | want to be strong like Christ so thawill be admired as strong? Or, do |
want to be strong so that | can battle any enemy that becomesttnactive to
me than admirindesus Chris®?

* Do | want to be wise like Christ so tHavill be admired as wise? Or, do | wan
to be wise so | can discern and adndiesus Christ’swisdom?

* Do | want to be holy like Christ so thatvill be admired as holy? Or, do | wan!

—

to be free from unholy desires so | can adrd@sus Christ'sholiness?
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“Before God
adopted us, we
weren't appealing,
we were slaves to
sin.”

~C. J. Mahaney

& 8

GOD YOUR FATHER LOVES YOU...BE CERTAIN OF IT. HE
LOVES YOU PERSONALLY AND PASSIONATELY.

A. God's love for you as your Father results in your adoptio (Romans
8:23, 30).
1. He's the one who wants it that way. You can be abdplstiee that
it's going to happen (Galatians 4:4-5).

a. He has always known it, He planned it, He had Jesus mur
dered so He could adopt you, and He'll bring it about. Paul
used the terms foreknowledge, predestination, justification,
and glorification (Romans 8:29-30).

b. God predetermined to make us His sons, and provided our
salvation so that the result would be glorificati&@pljesians
1:5).

2. You are not His child because of something you decided, bet rath
something God decided (Ephesians 1:4).

a. We aren'’t secure because of our ability to staydsdore
because of God’s ability (Hebrews 6:17-18).

b. When a person receives Christ, it is God who makes him or
her His child. God the Father is the one who adopts you
(John 1:12-13).

B. Adoption is from God through Jesus Christ.
1. Our adoption was predestined by God before He crdatesdrld
(Ephesians 1:4-5).
a. God's love for us reaches back to eternity past.

b. His adoption of us has no basis in us, only on Godisate
plan and God's mercy and grace.

c. There is no uncertainty or fragility to our adoption.

2. From eternity past, God saw that we would be sinserkle
planned the death of His Son to bear His wrath so wel dmifor-
given by Jesus’ blood sacrifice, and adopted (Ephesians 1:5,
Hebrews 9:22).

a. Jesus’ blood covers those who believe (Romans 3:25).
Therefore, not all people are God's adopted children.

b. We were adopted as enemies in rebellion against Gbdsno
cute little orphans (Romans 5:6, 5:10).

c. God's purpose was not complete with our redemption, it
culminates in our adoption. God makes slaves of sin into
sons.
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IIl. GOD ADOPTED US TO SHOW HOW GREAT HIS GRACE IS.
THE GOAL OF OUR ADOPTION IS GOD’S GLORY.

A. The reason for our adoption is the praise of His gldous grace
(Ephesians 1:6)

B. Adoption is centered in God and exalts God.

1. God'’s seeking to exalt Himself through our adoptiovidesnce of
His love for us.

2. Nothing but an eternity of admiring and exalting God weitly
our souls. God'’s glory and our good are not separable.

3. If God does not exalt Himself so that we can admiresapay Him
forever, the purpose for which we were created is not me
(Isaiah 43:1, 7).

[ILUNDERSTANDING THE EXPERIENCE OF BENG ADOPTED
BY GOD.

A. Those newly converted have a new cry, “Abba, FatheDaddy.”
(Galatians 4:6).

1. Do we understand that God's love for us as our Dadclpse, af-
fectionate, helpful, and generous?

a. Do we perceive God as close (Psalm 16:7, 17:6, 18:2)?

b. Do we understand the affection God has for us (Psalm
34:8)?

c. Do we understand that we do not face life alone, butawith
helper (Psalm 54:4, John 14:16-17, Hebrews 13:5b-6)?

d. Do we understand God's generosity toward us (Galatians
4:1-5)?

B. Our duty as sons and daughters is to love and obey thetRar and the
Son (John 1415, :21, 23).

1. If we do not obey God, we do not love Him.

a. We must repent and rekindle the first love
(Revelation 2:4-5).

2. We love God by loving one another (John 15:12-17, 17:21).

C. In adoption, we not only gain son-ship, but also brothhbood (Matthew
6:9; Romans 8:29).
1. We change to become like Christ so that He might bé&rdtborn of
many brothers (Romans 8:29).

2. The fullness of our adoption is that we are part eflddidy on earth,
the church (Ephesians 1:5, 22-23).
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Those with no family long to be adopted, but the truth is that nblgdamily can
satisfy the longings of the lonely, or fulfill the cravingshinitus. Yearning for God
is the only passion that can be satisfied. And how He satisfiee itakds care of
our loneliness forever by adopting us! He doesn't just start goredaip, He takes it
all the way, makes it legal, makes us heirs.

There have been families who teased foster children witlofa®option, in what is
probably the cruelest of tricks to play on a trusting child. God dgashtalk about
it, what He says happens. Look at creation for proof...God spoke anddi@eva
ated. Nothing God says will not come to pass, and that includes theoaduiptie
believer.

What is Adoption by God?

Adoption refers to the act of God whereby He places the belieeea imew, legal
relationship as a son and heir.

Read Galatians 4:4-5. Why did God send His Son to redeem us?

Read Romans 8:29-30. In the lives of those who love God, we are told thaeHe for
knew and predestined the things that happen so that we will be conforimed i
Christ’'s image. Why does Christ want us to be conformed into His fnage

Read Galatians 4:6. What does the Spirit cry in our hearts?

Read Galatians 4:7. What is the privilege of a son, whether by birtloptien?

Read John 3:3. What is necessary to see the kingdom of God?

As adopted children of God we become heirs of God, yet birth is rddoires to
see the kingdom of God. Read John 3:8 and identify the type of birtls tietas-
sary for adoption by God.

The Logistics of Adoption by God

Adoption by God does not happen because God detigesants a child. It
happens because it is part of His eternal plan.

Read Ephesians 1:4-5. When is adoption by God oeed ?

Read Galatians 3:26. How does adoption take place?
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Read Romans 8:23. What happens to our bodies wteption by God is
fully complete?

The Results of Adoption by God
Read Galatians 4:3-5. What does adoption by God deliver us from?

Read Romans 8:14. How are those adopted by God led?

Read Romans 8:15-16. What assurance do those adopted by God have? __ |

Read Ephesians 1:5-6. What is the result of adoption for God?

The Significance of Adoption in Relationships with People

Each of these verses teach something significant that adoptiorugiwesur rela-
tionships with other human beings. Write down what each passagedeach

Read 1 John 2:9-11

Read 1 John 3:1

Read 1 John 3:14-17

Read 1 John 4:20

Read 1 John 5:1

$ %

The Significance of Adoption in Relationship with God

Adoption is also important in the realm of our divine relatiomstith God.
Read 2 Peter 1:4. As adopted children, what arpastakersof?

Read John 16:27. As adopted children, what areljectsof ?

Read Matthew 6:31-33. As adopted children, what dceseive?

Read Hebrews 12:6-11. As adopted children, what wifjibento us?

Read 2 Corinthians 1:4. As adopted children, what ara@sseredof?

Read 1 Peter 1:4. As adopted children, what arebteinersof?

When we consider the amazing reality of our adoption by God, ouresppnse calr

be to run into His arms of love, desire to obey Him, and praise Him vatiugle
forever. Write a prayer of praise to God for adopting you.
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. WHAT COULD POSSIBLY STOP GOD’S PLAN TO BRING
BELIEVERS TO GLORIFICATION?

A. God allows no enemy to get in the way of His plan. Thabteans no mat-
ter how great our enemy seems, it cannot hurt us. We cde assured
because of what God did for us in the past and will do faus in the fu-
ture (Romans 8:31-32).

- -6 1. God gave Jesus over for our judgment, instead of us (Rdinahs
26, 28). It's already been accomplished.

a. Jesus’ work provides salvation for all the people spoken
in Romans 8:29-30, whom God has foreknown and predes-
tined to love Him.

b. Atthe same time, Jesus’ work can provide salvatioalfor
people in the world. All may believe, but all do not.lv&a
tion is effective for all, but is not provided for all. ady
reject God and His salvation plan (John 3:16, 2 Corinthians
5:19).

2. God will (present and future) graciously provide everytkag
things) necessary to bring those He saves to glorification

a. Trials might be needed to chip off of you what doesn’t look
like Jesus (James 1:2-18).

b. Discipline by God might be needed to bring you to glorifica-
tion (Hebrews 12:3-13).

B. None of the enemies that you as a Christian face alotige way can
harm you.

1. A Christian cannot possibly be harmed judicially Christian can-
not be condemned, because there is no defendant and no prosecutor
(Romans 8:33-34).

a. No defendant:

i. God is the one who would bring the charge of un-
righteousness.

ii. God is the one who chose us, and already gave us
the righteousness He requires (foreknown, predes-
tined, called, justified, glorified).

ili. So, we cannot be charged as a defendant. There is
nothing to defend ourselves against.

b. No prosecutor:

i. Christ is the only one who could condemn.
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ii. He died, is risen, and sits at the right hand of .God

There, He does not condemn, but intercedes for us.

ili. So, we cannot be prosecuted.
2. A Christian cannot be harmed eternally.

a. As a Christian, our everlasting dwelling place is Heave
made possible by Christ's love that went to the cross
(Romans 8:35). Because of Christ’s love, eternity holds
only promise for the Christian.

b. Nothing can separate you from Christ’s love.

i. Tribulation adverse external circumstances of any
kind.

ii. Distress internal stress or anxiety caused by exter-
nal circumstances.

ili. Persecutionmany are persecuted by governmental
reaction against God'’s program.

iv. Famine hunger, scarcity of food (Habakkuk)

v. Nakednesswithout necessary provision for the pro-
tection of the body.

vi. Perit physical dangers, hazardous situations that
might kill you

vii. Sword capital punishment (Romans 13:4)
c. Scriptural proof is given (Romans 8:36, Psalm 44:2).

i. These verses apply to the conflict we experience
between our two natures. The conflict is for God's
glory, it is constant, and it is ordained of God.

d. Eternal victory (Romans 8:37)

i.  We have victory over all the things mentioned
above: tribulation, distress, persecution, famine,
nakedness, peril, sword.

ii. The fact is that we are more than conquerors be-
cause all these things aren’t our enemies, they are|
our friends because they facilitate God’s program
for our glorification.

ili. The means of victory is through Him that loves us.

IIl. WE HAVE COMPLETE CONFIDENCE AND ASSURANCE
CONCERNING THE GLORY THAT WILL BE REVEALED IN
UsS.

A. Paul’s persuasion is complete. It is totally imposslb to separate us from
God’s love through Christ (Romans 8:37-39).

Nothing in existence can separate dsath nor life
Nothing created can separate angels, principalities, powers

Nothing in time.present nor future

Nothing in spaceheight nor depth

a M DN e

Nothing in any possible spheranyggther creature

How are you going
to scare me with
heaven?

The meaning of glo-
rification changes
depending on who is
being glorified. If
God is glorified, we
are worshiping Him,
exalting Him, rais-
ing Him to His high
status by giving oth-
ers a biblically ac-
curate opinion of
who He is.

When we glorify
God by our lives, we
decrease so that He
may increase. When
others encounter a
Christian who glori-
fies God, their opin-
ion of God is raised
and they perceive
His glory. As Chris-
tian, we will not be
fully glorified until
our sin nature is
removed, in eternity.
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You can have complete confidence and assurance that you widl sfernity in glory
with your Savior. This is God’s plan from eternity past. You will speachéy with
your Heavenly Father and His perfect, precious, spotless Son becalasesigou.
No force is great enough to stop God’s plan from being carried out.

Our lives here are so far from glory that we find it hard tagime. We only have
glimpses of God’s holiness and righteousness here, and those glimpséasteaeoty
our sin nature. Let's have a look at how Scripture describes thys glor

Inner Beauty of Holiness

In Christ’s righteousness, we are given the inner beauty of halitiessot “seeing is
believing,” but “seeing is becoming.” This begins on earth by sarattdit, and is
completed when we come into the presence of Jesus. How do these describe
the inner beauty we are being given? How is that beauty manifested man®o

2 Corinthians 3:18

1 Peter 3:4

Guaranteed Holiness

How wonderful that God imputes Christ’s righteousness to His fotw®/hat do
these Scriptures say about the necessity of holiness?

1 Corinthians 6:10

Galatians 5:21

Hebrews 12:14

Sanctification is the Connection between Justification and Glorifigtion

The process of sanctification connects our justification and flogfigation, as the

ongoing process between the moment of conversion and the moment gfleseis’
face. All of it is a work of God. Conversion is a work of God, and gaation is a
work of God. What do these passages teach about how God is ahwloeKives of
Christ’s followers?

Jeremiah 31:33

Ezekiel 36:27

1 Corinthians 1:8-9
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1 Corinthians 15:10

Galatians 2:20

Philippians 1:6

Philippians 2:13

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14

Hebrews 8:10

Hebrews 13:20-21

1 Peter 5:10

A Glorious Body

We will receive a new and glorious body, with no more pain, frustratieakness,
weariness, or disease. We will all be strong and radiant with Chresisty. How
do these verses describe the glorious body we will receive wlee glorified?

Romans 8:23

1 Corinthians 15:42-43

Philippians 3:20-21

Sharing in the Glory of Jesus

Best of all, we share in the glory of Jesus. We are granted the ihaééeprivilege
of beholding His beauty and becoming like Him. In John 1:14, the disciple Johi
scribes the glory of Jesus as being full of grace and truth, glorgdbhkt only come

from the Father. What do the following verses describe abounhgharihe glory of

Jesus?

Colossians 3:4

n de-

1 Peter 5:1

Romans 5:2

Romans 8:17

Notice that we both suffeand are glorifiedwith Him. Even so Lord Jesus, come.
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