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SESSION ONE 
 

I.  YOUR DECISION TO RECEIVE JESUS CHRIST AS SAVIOR:  
  
 Christianity is far more than mere religion, creed, or organizational involvement.  The Christian 
life is a relationship with God the Father through His Son Jesus Christ.  As in any relationship there 
must be a beginning, that is what the Bible calls being “born again” in John 3:3,7.  There is no life 
without birth, and the Christian life begins with a new birth in which our souls are made alive.  This is 
why the Bible says, “He that hath the Son hath life, but he that hath not the Son, hath not life.”  Life is 
in Jesus Christ.  Remember the words of Jesus in John 14:6, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No 
one comes to the Father except through Me.”  Being “born again”, getting “saved”, “accepting Christ”, 
“receiving Christ”, and “believing on Jesus Christ”, are all ways of describing the same experience, 
salvation.  The Bible tells us in Acts 16:31, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, 
you and your household.”  You have made the decision to “Believe on Jesus Christ”, let’s make sure 
we understand exactly what has taken place in your soul. 
 
 
A.  What did you do? 
 

1. Confessed your sin to God: 
 Romans 3:23 – “…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God...”   
 I John 1:9 – “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
 
 
 
2. Repented of your sin: 

 2 Corinthians 7:10 - “For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation; not to 
be regretted, but the sorrow of the world produces death.” 

 
 
 
3. Confessed Jesus as Lord and Risen Savior:   

 Romans 10:9 – “…that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your 
heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved." 

 
 
 
4. Received Jesus: 

 John 1:12 – “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children 
of God, to those who believe in His name.” 
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B.  What did God do? 
 

1. Gave you eternal Life: 
 John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that     

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 
 
 
 
2. Made you a new Person: 

 II Corinthians 5:17 – “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things 
have passed away; behold, all things have become new.” 

 
 
 
3. Indwells you with the Holy Spirit:  

 Romans 8:9-11 – “But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God 
dwells in you.  Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he not His.  And if Christ is 
in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.  But if 
the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from 
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” 

 
 
 
4. Removed all your condemnation:   

 Romans 8:1a – “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ 
Jesus,…” 

 
 
 
5. Gave you His righteousness:   

 II Corinthians 5:21 – “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him.” 

 
 
 
6. Made you His child:   

 I John 3:1 – “Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should 
be called children of God!  Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know 
Him.” 
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C.  What should you do now? 
 

1. Be baptized as a testimony of your salvation:  
 Acts 2:41 – “Then those who gladly received his word were baptized…”   
 Acts 8:36b-37a – “What hinders me from being baptized?” Then Philip said, “If you 

believe with all your heart, you may.”   
 Acts 18:8b – “And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and were baptized.” 

 
 
 
2.    Study the Bible:   

 II Timothy 2:15 – “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not 
need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”   

 Psalm 119:105 – “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” 
 
 
 
3. Pray daily:    

 Hebrews 4:16 – “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”   

 I Thessalonians 5:17 – “…pray without ceasing…” 
 
 
 
4.    Be part of the Church:    

 Hebrews 10:24-25 – “And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good 
works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but 
exhorting one another…”   

 
 
 

 5.  Love other Christians:  
 John 13:34-35 – “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have 

loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all will know that you are My disciples, if 
you have love for one another.” 

 
 
 
6. Tell others about Jesus:   
       Mark 16:15 – “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” 
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II.  BAPTISM 
 
A.  The Purpose of Baptism 
 In the book of Romans 6, Paul beautifully uses the concept of baptism as an illustration of the 
basis for sanctified living.  He does not assert that baptism sanctifies, but rather, uses baptism as a 
means of explaining the spiritual process of salvation and why we should “reckon ourselves to be dead 
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God.”  In verses 3-5, we see the expression of complete identification 
with Jesus Christ, which is what baptism symbolizes:        [ 
 Identification with the Person of Christ   Matthew 3:13-15 
 Identification with the death of Christ   Galatians 2:20 
 Identification with the burial of Christ    Colossians 2:12 
 Identification with the resurrection of Christ  Colossians 2:12 
 
 In addition to being a symbol of identification, baptism is also an act of obedience.  Jesus not 
only submitted Himself to be baptized (Matthew 3:15), but He commanded us to follow that example 
by being baptized ourselves, and by baptizing others (Matthew 28:19).  The disciples understood this 
symbolism and baptized new converts immediately.  Baptism is not presented in Scripture as a means 
of salvation, but as a testimony of salvation.  For example, Mark 16:16 states, “He who believes and is 
baptized will be saved…” seeming to indicate that baptism is essential to salvation, but the passage 
goes on to read, “…but he who does not believe will be condemned.”  The criterion for salvation is not 
baptism, but belief!  The connection between salvation and baptism is similar to James’ explanation of 
the connection between faith and works in his writings.  Stating that “faith without works is dead,” 
James illustrates that works are an outward manifestation (not means) of salvation.  In the same way, 
baptism is an outward manifestation of the salvation, and not the means. 
 
 
 
 
B.  Who Should be Baptized? 
 
 The Scriptures are quite clear concerning who should be baptized.  This clarity becomes 
evident as you read through the accounts in Acts that describe people being baptized.  Baptism is for 
saved people.  Baptism is not a step of obedience for salvation, but because of salvation.  There are no 
Biblical accounts of people being baptized, and then believing.  Baptism follows belief, the belief that 
leads to eternal life:  Who then, should be baptized? 
 One who believes the Gospel.  I Corinthians 15:1-4; Romans 10:9 
 One who receives the Gospel.  Acts 2:41 
 One who believes Jesus is Lord.  Acts 8:37; 18:8; 16:31 
 One who receives Jesus as Lord.  John 1:11; Romans 10:9 
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C.  What is the Scriptural Method of Baptism? 
 
 Although there is great controversy over the method of baptism, it is almost universally 
accepted that the agent of baptism is water.  To be scripturally baptized, you must be baptized in water 
(Acts 8:36; 10:47; Mark 1:5, 9-11).  Not only are we to be baptized in water, but we are to be baptized 
in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19).  This identification of Jesus 
being equal with the Father and the Spirit is emphasized through baptism.  Jesus is not a mere 
emanation of God, He is God (John 1:1-3; Phil. 2:5-10; Col. 1:15-19; 2:8-9).  The method of baptism, 
therefore, is to baptize with water in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  The third aspect of 
the method of baptism, immersion, is where most of the modern controversy lies.  
 
 Why does Faith Fellowship Church insist that Scriptural baptism is by immersion?  First of all, 
the meaning of the Greek word (baptizo) from which we have the word “baptize.” Because of certain 
political and religious pressures, the King James translators hesitated to accurately translate baptizo.  
As a compromise solution, they chose to transliterate the word, leaving the specific definition up to the 
reader.  The word baptizo, predominantly throughout Greek literature means, “to dip, to plunge, to 
sink, to immerse.”  To be baptized means to be immersed, dipped, or plunged.  This word is often 
associated with another word, rhantizo, which is a ceremonial cleansing by sprinkling.  Baptism, 
however, is not simply a continuation of this Old Testament ritual, nor is it an extension of Jewish 
tradition.  Baptizo and rhantizo are not interchangeable.  Baptism is a unique ritual, instituted by Jesus 
Christ, implemented by John the Baptist and the early church, as a symbol of repentance, identification 
with and trust in Jesus Christ. 
 
 Secondly, we insist upon immersion because of the symbolism of the burial of Christ.  
Sprinkling does not maintain the symbol of being completely covered (either by tomb or grave) in 
burial.  With immersion, the believer is completely “entombed” under water to fully symbolize the 
burial of our Lord. 
 
 Thirdly, we insist upon immersion because there is no Scriptural evidence that any other 
baptism was practiced by the Apostles and the early church.  In the accounts of Jesus (Mark 3:16) and 
the Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:36), we see clearly that a concern was the amount of water required for 
baptism.  We are then told that Jesus and John come up out of the water.  All other Scriptural examples 
can be easily harmonized with the strict meaning of the word baptizo, to be immersion. 
 There are two other agents of baptism mentioned in Scripture.  They are the Holy Spirit and 
fire.  These two agents are seen in direct contrast to one another in Matthew 3:11-12 and Luke 3:16-17.  
We are told in I Cor. 12:13 and John 1:33, that Jesus baptizes with the Holy Spirit.  It is through this 
baptism that we are united with the body of Christ.  The baptism with the Holy Spirit is a spiritual 
transaction that takes place the moment of salvation!  The baptism with fire is as the alternative.  
Notice in both Matthew 3 and Luke 3, the gospel writers continue on to describe this baptism with fire 
as an unquenchable fire with which He will purge His threshing floor to remove the chaff!  This 
sounds a great deal like the fires of Hell, (Mark 9:43-48) rather than a special blessing or endowment 
of power.  John contrasts these two baptisms, in the context of the water baptism of repentance for 
which people have gathered, because there are both groups (saved and unsaved) assembled. 
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C.  Summary 
1. We are baptized into Christ, with the Holy Spirit, by Christ.   

We are baptized into identification with Christ, with water, by the Church. 
 
2. Baptism with water is for the obedient Christian, while baptism with Spirit is for all Christians, 

and the baptism with fire is for unbelievers. 
 

3. Baptism with water is an act of obedience by the believer to the Lord.  Baptism with the Spirit 
is an act of grace by the Lord to the believer.  Baptism with fire is an act of judgment by the 
Lord to the unbeliever. 
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III.  TESTIMONY OF SALVATION FOR COMMITTED BROKEN SERVANTS 
(A separate copy of this page will be given to you in class as a worksheet) 

 
In your desire to become a Committed Broken Servant at Faith Fellowship Church, prepare to 

share your testimony of salvation, following the pattern given by Paul when he recounts his conversion 
in Acts chapter 22.   
 
A.  Recount coming to an understanding that you were lost without Christ - Acts 22:1-5 
You did not always believe in God (Romans 1:18-3:20; Rom. 5:10) 
 
 
 
B.  Describe your conversion experience – Acts 22:6-16   
Include the following: 

1. Event of being born again (John 3)  
 
 
 

2. Manifestation being a new creation – compassion, change of heart re church, desire to be 
part of church (Acts 15:33; Matt 25:34-40; 2 Cor. 5:17; 1 John 4:7-12)  

 
 
 

3. Obedience in baptism (Acts 2; Acts 16:33) 
 
 
 

4. Evidenced by joy amid trials (Acts 16:30, 34) 
 
 
 
C.  Talk about your life as a Christian – Acts 22:17-21 
How are you part of the Body of Christ (Hebrews 10:24-31)?  Gifting of Holy Spirit is for edification 
of the body (1 Corinthians 12:1-27; Romans 8:9).  Serving Christ grows faith and evidences obedience 
(Luke 17:5-10).  

1. How is indivisibility (unity) evidenced as you serve (1 Corinthians 12:13)? 
 
 
 
2. How is interdependence evidenced (1 Corinthians 12:20-22; Ephesians 4:13-16)? 
 
 
 
3. How are you individually evidencing that you are part of the Body (1 Corinthians 12:27)? 
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IV.  LEADING SOMEONE TO CHRIST  
 

 We have sinfully rebelled against our Creator and Judge.  Yet He has graciously sent His Son 
to die the death we deserved for our sin, and He has credited Christ’s acquittal to those who repent of 
their sins and believe in Jesus’ death and resurrection.  To present the gospel as an additive that gives 
non-Christians something they naturally want (i.e. joy or peace), is to present a half-truth, which elicits 
false conversions.  We present the gospel openly, and leave the converting to God. 
 

A.   Romans Road 
1. Everyone is a sinner  Roman 3:10-12, 23 
2. Everyone will die because of sin   Romans 5:12; 6:23 
3. Jesus Christ died in our place  Romans 5:8 
4. Salvation is a free gift  Romans 6:23 
5. We must repent of our sin  Romans 5:20-6:2, 11 
6. We must believe on Jesus as Lord  Romans 10:9-13 
7. We are then free from condemnation    Romans 8:1 

 

B.  John’s Road 
1. Everyone must be born again                                John 3:3, 7 
2. We must believe on Jesus or be condemned        John 3:18 
3. God gave His Son that we might not perish    John 3:16 
4. Jesus had to die sot that we might not perish    John 3:14, 15 
5. God wants us to believe on Jesus for eternal life       John 6:40 
6.   God draws us to believe on Jesus Christ                   John 6:44, 65 

 

C.  Salvation is a Free Gift 
1. Eternal life is a gift from God through Jesus  Romans 6:23 
2. Salvation is by God’s grace through faith  Ephesians 2:8 
3. Salvation is not earned, it is given by God  Ephesians 2:8 
4. Jesus took our sin, and gave us righteousness  II Corinthians 5:21 
5. God gave us His Son Jesus    John 3:16 

 

D.  New Life is in Jesus 
1. We are new creations in Jesus Christ 1 Corinthians 5:17 
2. Jesus came to give us abundant life                           John 10:10 
3. We live our new lives by faith in Jesus Galatians 2:20 
4. We have new lives as God’s temple                          1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
5. We are cleansed from our old lives              1 Corinthians 6:9-11 
6. We will be like Him someday             1 John 3:2 

  
E.  Salvation or Judgment? 

1. There is no escape if we reject Jesus                          Hebrews 2:3 
2. We will reap exactly what we have sown                Galatians 6:7,8 
3. Hell is cast into the Lake of Fire                             Revelations 20:14 
4. We are condemned if we don’t believe in Jesus   John 3:18 
5. The Judgment is terrible                                   Matthew 13:49,50; Luke 16:19-31 
6. There is life only in Jesus                                       I John 5:12 
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SESSION TWO 
 

I.  CALLED TO GLORIFY GOD 
Christ Jesus gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for 

Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.  Titus 2:14 
 
According to this passage in Titus 2, Jesus Christ died for 2 distinct reasons.  First, in order to 

redeem us individually  from our sinfulness.  Secondly, He died in order to corporately purify a 
people for His possession.  Christ’s redemptive work on the cross incorporates both the individual and 
corporate elements of our relationship with God.  His death on the cross paid the price for sinners 
individually in order that they may become part of the redeemed church devoted to “the apostles” 
doctrine, and fellowship, and worship, and prayer (Acts 2:42). 

 
 

A.  What is Church?  
 
Almost everyone has an opinion of what a church is.  Often these opinions are based on preference, 

comfort, or taste instead of being grounded in an understanding of the Scriptures.  In order to 
understand our respective roles as Committed Broken Servants, serving Christ through the church, we 
need to first look at the nature and task of the church from God’s perspective. 

 
Webster’s dictionary defines church as “a building for Christian public worship.”, but the church 

isn’t a building.  Our word “ church”  comes from the Greek term “ekklesia,” which is a compound 
word meaning “to call out.”  The church is the calling out of God’s people to Himself.  We are called 
out in order to come together, being called to community with one another. (A great example of this is 
in Acts 2:41-47.)  This relationship we have as His “body” is actually similar to the marriage 
relationship; it is a covenant relationship, one instituted by God Himself, one that that can not be 
broken (Ephesians 5:23-27). 

  
Ephesians 4:4-6 says this: “There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in 

one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all 
and through all and in all.”  God has declared that if we indeed have a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ then we are “one” body…His body.  God has said we are “one body” establishing a covenant 
relationship between all who believe in the name of Jesus.  The church is God’s covenant community 
of His people called by His name.  The church isn’t a building, or an organization.  It’s a living 
organism of God’s people who meet together to be strengthened and then go out into the world 
allowing Jesus Christ to manifest His Life through their actions  (Hebrews 10:25). 
 

If you are a believer you have been called by God into covenant communion with Jesus Christ and 
into community with His people. None of us deserve this privilege; it is a gift from our Father to His 
precious children.   
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II.  MISSION OF THE CHURCH  
 
A.  The Mission of the Church 

We believe the local church is the focal point of God's plan for displaying his glory to the 
nations.  Churches are to reflect the character of God, evidenced by the following nine marks: 

 
“1.  Expositional Preaching 
 

This is preaching which expounds what Scripture says in a particular passage, carefully explaining 
its meaning and applying it to the congregation. It is a commitment to hearing God’s Word and to 
recovering the centrality of it in our worship.  
 
2.  Biblical Theology 
 

Paul charges Titus to "teach what is in accord with sound doctrine” (Titus 2:1). Our concern should 
be not only with how we are taught, but with what we are taught. Biblical theology is a commitment 
to know the God of the Bible as He has revealed Himself in Scripture. 
 
3.  Biblical Understanding of the Good News 
 

The gospel is the heart of Christianity.  But the good news is not that God wants to meet people's felt 
needs or help them develop a healthier self-image. We have sinfully rebelled against our Creator and 
Judge.  Yet He has graciously sent His Son to die the death we deserved for our sin, and He has 
credited Christ's acquittal to those who repent of their sins and believe in Jesus' death and 
resurrection. That is the good news.  
 
4.  Biblical Understanding of Conversion 
 

The spiritual change each person needs is so radical, so near the root of us, that only God can do it. 
We need God to convert us. Conversion need not be an emotionally heated experience, but it must 
evidence itself in godly fruit if it is to be what the Bible regards as a true conversion.  
 
5.  Biblical Understanding of Evangelism 
 

How someone shares the gospel is closely related to how he understands the gospel. To present it as 
an additive that gives non-Christians something they naturally want (i.e. joy or peace) is to present a 
half-truth, which elicits false conversions. The whole truth is that our deepest need is spiritual life, 
and that new life only comes by repenting of our sins and believing in Jesus. We present the gospel 
openly, and leave the converting to God. 
 
6.  Biblical Understanding of Membership  
 

Membership should reflect a living commitment to a local church in attendance, giving, prayer and 
service; otherwise it is meaningless, worthless, and even dangerous. We should not allow people to 
keep their membership in our churches for sentimental reasons or lack of attention. To be a member 
is knowingly to be traveling together as aliens and strangers in this world as we head to our heavenly 
home.   
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7.  Biblical Church Discipline 
Church discipline gives parameters to church membership. The idea seems negative to people today 
– “didn’t our Lord forbid judging?” But if we cannot say how a Christian should not live, how can 
we say how he or she should live? Each local church actually has a biblical responsibility to judge 
the life and teaching of its leaders, and even of its members, particularly insofar as either could 
compromise the church’s witness to the gospel.  
 
8.  Promotion of Christian Discipleship and Growth 
 

A pervasive concern with church growth exists today – not simply with growing numbers, but with 
growing members. Though many Christians measure other things, the only certain observable sign 
of growth is a life of increasing holiness, rooted in Christian self-denial. These concepts are nearly 
extinct in the modern church. Recovering true discipleship for today would build the church and 
promote a clearer witness to the world. 
 
9.  Biblical Understanding of Leadership 
 

What eighteenth-century Baptists and Presbyterians often agreed upon was that there should be a 
plurality  of elders in each local church. This plurality of elders is not only biblical, but practical — 
it has the immense benefit of rounding out the pastor’s gifts to ensure the proper shepherding of 
God’s church.”1 

 
 
 
B.  Mission Statement of Faith Fellowship Church 
The mission of Faith Fellowship Church is to glorify God; through lives transformed by Jesus Christ 
through teaching and training the truth of God’s Word. 

  
Our core values, by which God will be glorified, are: 

1.  Teaching God’s Word:  The foundation of FFC is the 
preaching and teaching of the truth of Scripture. 
 

2.  Serving Together:  The framework of FFC is the organized 
structure, walls and pillars of servanthood, whereby the Body is 
committed to serving together within the church as Committed 
Broken Servants (CBS’ers). 
 

3.  Reaching Out:  As the body of FFC leaves the church 
building, addressing community needs and concerns, doing the 
good works for which we have been saved, people in the 
community are reached and we become the “go to” people. 
 

4.  Disciple Making:  The roof of discipling includes the disciple-making and training ministries 
that result in evangelism and transformed lives.  This is the practical application of our lives.  
After reaching out, people come in and we offer discipleship that is needed, providing various 
opportunities to become like Christ, that are in addition to regular services. 

                                                 
1 www.9marks.org  “The Nine Marks of a Healthy Church”.   
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III.  COMMUNION 
  

The Lord instituted two ordinances for the church, they are:  Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  
They are “sacraments” in the strict sense of the word (a religious rite or practice), but not in the 
common understanding of “sacrament” as a means of salvation.  Neither of these ordinances contains, 
nor transfers any saving grace, but rather serve as symbols of what has already taken place in the heart 
and life of the Believer.  Therefore, it is more appropriate to refer to baptism and communion as 
ordinances, observances, memorials, or symbols, than it is to label them sacraments.  The New 
Testament refers to communion as: 

1.  The Lord’s Supper  I Corinthians 11:20 
2.  The Lord’s Table  I Corinthians 10:21 
3.  The Communion  I Corinthians 10:16 
4.  An Ordinance   I Corinthians 11:2 

 
 The Lord’s Supper is recorded for us in Matthew 26:17-35, and then relayed with instructions 
in I Corinthians 11:23-34.  With these two passages of Scripture we can ascertain some important 
truths. 

1.  The observance of communion has its origin in the Jews’ experience of Passover           
(Exodus 12). 
2.  The observance of communion has its origin in Jesus’ observance of the Jewish Passover 
(Matthew 26:17-35).  

 
 3.  The observance of communion has a threefold purpose:   

a. As a memorial of the Person of Christ….. I Corinthians 11:24-25 
b. As a testimony to the death of Christ…... 1 Corinthians 11:26 
c. As a means of personal introspection by looking backward (1 Corinthians 11:26), inward 
(1 Corinthians 11:28), and forward (1 Corinthians 11:26). 
 

4.  The observance of communion is ultimately a tribute to the death of Jesus Christ.  Who, in 
fact, is responsible for the crucifixion of our Lord and Savior? 

a.  Satan     Genesis 3:15           
 b.  Jews     John 2:19, Acts 2:23,36 
 c.  Judas     Matthew 26:2            
 d.  Pilate     John 19:11 
 e.  Crowd     Mark 15:13            
 f.  Us   Romans 5:8, Col. 1:20, I John 2:22, 4:10 
 g.  Soldiers    John 19:23            
 h. God     John 19:10-11, Isaiah 53:3-10   
 i.  Adam     Romans 5:12-19  
 j.  Jesus     Hebrews 12:2, John 10:17-18, Matthew 26:53 

 
5.  The observance of communion can be hindered by: 
 a.  Divisions   I Corinthians 11:18 
 b.  Carnality   I Corinthians 11:22 
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 6.  The observance of communion carries a solemn warning in I Corinthians 11:29-32.  This 
warning is of God’s judgment that may include sickness, death, or chastisement should the 
communion be participated in unworthily. 

 
7.  The observance of communion is to be preceded by self-examination, confession, and 
repentance (I Corinthians 11:28, 31).  This process is further defined in I John 1:9; II Corinthians 
7:10 and James 4:7-8. 
 

Of the three types of common communion services observed among Bible-believing Christians (open, 
closed, and close), Faith Fellowship Church observes a close communion.  Although we welcome 
every person who professes Jesus Christ as Lord to partake in communion, we suggest that only 
baptized believers participate, and that they examine their heart to repent of any known sin so as not to 
partake of communion in an unworthy fashion.  We believe that God is displeased by the hypocrites’ 
celebration of His Son’s death as the means of deliverance from sin when he is willingly and 
deliberately indulging in sin.  It is not the elements but the symbol that is mocked by this behavior, for 
neither the cup nor the bread contains any special qualities or sacred identity.  Communion 
commemorates His death, it does not reenact it.    
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IV.  THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
 In addition to being called Eternal (Hebrews 9:14), and Comforter (John 14:26), the Holy 
Spirit has other titles in the Word of God that identify His Person and function.  He is called, The Spirit 
of:  1.  God      I Cor. 3:16 
  2.  Christ   Romans 8:9 
  3.  Adoption   Romans 8:15 
  4.  Truth   John 16:14      
  5.  Grace   Hebrews 10:29 
  6.  Glory   I Peter 4:14    
  7.  Life    Romans 8:2 
  8.  Promise   Acts 1:4,5          
  9.  Holiness   Romans 1:4     
  10. Faith   II Cor. 4:13      
  11. Wisdom   Ephesians 1:17         
  12. Revelation   Ephesians 1:17   
 
 
A.  His Personality and Diety 
 

 He has a mind (Romans 8:27) that manifests a will (I Corinthians 12:11) and emotion 
(Ephesians 4:30).  In addition to these attributes of personality, He also; loves (Romans 15:30), prays 
(Romans 8:26), and speaks (Acts 8:29).  The Word of God also reveals at least four divine attributes of 
the Holy Spirit: 1. Omnipresence   Psalm 139:7 
  2. Omnipotence   Genesis 1:2  
  3. Omniscience   I Cor. 2:10-11 
  4. Eternality    Hebrews 9:14   
As a matter of fact, when Ananias and Saphira are confronted about their sin of lying to God          
(Acts 5:4), they are told that they lied to the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3). 
 
 
B.  His Symbols 
 

Certain symbols are used in God’s Word to describe the Holy Spirit and His works, they are: 
1.  Dove     John 1:32       

  2.  Water     John 7:37-39             
  3.  Oil     Luke 4:18 

          4.  Seal    Ephesians 1:13       
  5.  Wind     Acts 2:1-2              
  6.  Fire     Acts 2:3 

          7.  Earnest     Ephesians 1:14  
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C.  His Ministry to Believers 
General: 1.  Comforts     John 16:7-11   

2.  Regenerates    Titus 3:5 
  3.  Baptizes     I Cor. 12:13 
  4.  Indwells     I Cor. 3:16 
  5.  Seals     Ephesians 1:13 
  6.  Fills     Ephesians 5:18 
 
Specific: 1.  Prayer     Romans 8:26  
  2.  Guidance     John 16:13 
  3.  Teaches     I John 2:27   
  4.  Empowers    Acts 1:8 
  5.  Love of God    Romans 5:5 
  6.  Changes     II Cor. 3:18 
  7.  Strengthens    Ephesians 3:16  
  8.  Assures     Romans 8:16 
  9.  Liberty     II Cor. 3:17   
  10.Gifts     I Cor. 12:7-11 

 
His Result in the Believer 

1. Fruit     Galatians 5:22-23 
2. Worship     Ephesians 5:19-20 
3. Submission    Ephesians 5:21   
4. Contentment    John 7:37-39 
5. Purity     Galatians 5:16 
6. Eternal Life    Galatians 6:8 

 
 With this information in mind, the warnings from Paul to not quench nor grieve the Holy Spirit 
take on a new importance.  The daily life of the individual believer and the corporate life of the church 
subsist on the power of the Holy Spirit.  It is foolish for us to do anything contrary to His leading and 
still expect His blessing.  May we always remember the words of Zechariah, “Not by might, nor by 
power, but by My spirit’, says the Lord of Hosts.” (Zachariah 4:6)  
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SESSION THREE AND FOUR 
 
I.  WHAT WE BELIEVE 

 
The doctrinal stance of FFC is laid out in the following statement:  “Our doctrine is based 

solely on God’s word.”  Throughout the New Testament the importance of sound doctrine is stressed 
over and over again.  Paul says in 2

 
Timothy 2:15:  Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a 

worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 
 

Paul also warns us in 2 Timothy 4:3-4, “For the time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up 
for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to 
fables.” 

 
 At Faith Fellowship Church we are committed to “rightly dividing” God’s Word and preaching 
not simply what “itching ears” desire to hear. The following statements summarize what we believe 
God’s Word says about the essential doctrines of our faith in Jesus Christ.   Please read the following 
carefully and contact one of the Elders or Pastors if you have any questions or concerns. 
 

1.  The Scriptures:   
 
We believe in the inerrancy of Scripture as the Word of God, complete in and of itself, as found in 

the original manuscripts of both the Old and New testaments.  We also believe that God is the Author , 
writing through men. (2 Timothy 3:16, 17; II Pet. 1:19-21; Rev. 22:18-19) 

 
2. The Trinity : 
 
We believe that there is one, and only one living and true God; that the Scriptures reveal God as 

eternally existing and manifesting Himself in three (3) Persons - the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit .  We believe that all three (3) Persons of the Divine Trinity are equal in every aspect but carry 
out distinct functions.  (Gen. 1:1-3; Ex. 20:2-3;  I Corinthians 8:6; Matthew 3:16,17; Rev. 4:11;  John 
1:1-3; John 5-7; John 19:30;  II Cor. 13:14) 

 
3.  Jesus Christ:   
 
We believe Jesus Christ  to be God the Son.  He was 100% God, and 100% man.  We believe that 

He was born of a virgin , that He lived His life without sin, that He died as the substitutionary payment 
for our sin, and that He restored us to fellowship with God.  We believe that He was physically raised 
from the dead (1 Cor. 15), and is now in the presence of God as our intercessor and High Priest.   
(Jn. 1:1-2, Phil 2:6, Gen. 3:15, Is. 7:14, Matt. 1:18-25, Luke 1:35, Jn. 1:14, Eph. 2:8, Acts 15:11, 
Rom. 3:24, Jn. 3:16, Matt 18:11, Phil 2:7, Heb. 2:14, Is. 53:4-7, Rom. 3:25, I Jn. 4:10, I Cor. 15:3,  
II Cor. 5:21, Jn 10:18, Phil. 2:8, Gal. 1:4, I Pet. 2:24, I Pet. 3:18, Is. 53:11, Heb. 12:2; I Cor. 15:20, 
Is. 53:12, Heb. 9:12-15, 7:25,  I Jn. 2:2, Matt. 28:6-7, Luke 24:39, Jn. 20:27, I Cor. 15:4, Acts 1:9-11, 
Luke 24:51, Mark 16:19, Rev. 3:21, Heb. 8:6, I Tim. 2:5, I Jn. 2:1, Heb. 2:17) 
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4. The Second Coming:   
 
We believe in the personal return  of Jesus Christ and that it will be revealed in three stages  

(1 Thess. 4:15-18): 
1)  The rapture of the saints. 
2)  His pre-millennial return to earth. 
3)  His millennial reign on earth.  (John 14:1-3)   
(I Thes. 4:13-18, I Cor. 15:50ff, Acts. 1:11, James 5:8, Heb. 9:28, Lk. 1:32,  
Is. 9:6-7, Acts 2:39-30, I Cor. 15:25, Is. 32:1, 11:4-5, Ps. 72:8, Rev. 20:1-4,6) 
 
5. The Holy Spirit:   
 
We believe that the Holy Spirit is a Divine Person, not merely a force; equal with God the Father 

and God the Son and possesses the same nature.  He is responsible primarily to empower followers of 
Jesus to live every day for God. (Jn. 14:16-17, Mt. 28:19, Heb. 9:14, Jn. 14:26, Lk. 1:35, Gen. 1:1,  
II Thes. 2:7, Jn. 16:8-11, 15:26,27, Acts. 5:30-32, Jn. 3:5,6. Eph. 1: 13-14, Mk. 1:8, Jn. 1:33, Acts. 
11:16, Lk. 14-49, Jn. 16:13, 14:26, Rom 8: 14-16, II Thes. 2:13,  I Pet. 1:22, Rom. 8:26-27, Rom. 12,  
I Cor. 12) 

 
6. Satan:   
 
We believe in the reality of Satan (the Devil) and that he actively and aggressively works at 

destroying and hindering God’s work on earth.  As a creation of God he must ultimately submit to 
God’s authority over him.  His destiny is sure - eternity in the Lake of Fire.  (Matt. 4:1-11, Mk. 1:13,  
II Cor. 4:44, Eph. 2:2, Rev. 20:10, Is. 14.) 

 
7. Creation:   
 
We believe in the Genesis account of creation (in seven days) as literal, true, accurate and 

scientific; and we reject any other theories. (Gen. 1 & 2, Col., 1:16-17, Jn. 1:3, Gen. 1:27, 2:7) 
 
8.  Fall of Man:   
 
We believe that Adam was created sinless, but that he willfully chose to break God’s law, thereby 

bringing sin into the world.  As a consequence, all mankind became law-breakers and stand “guilty ” 
before God, deserving of punishment, and therefore have been sentenced to “death” (eternal separation 
from God).  (Jn. 3:3, Gal. 3:26, Acts 16:31, II Cor. 5:17, I John 5:1, Jn. 3:6-7, II Pet. 1:4, Rom 6:23, 
Eph. 2:1, II Cor. 5:19, Col 2:13, Jn. 3:8, 12-13, Gal. 5:22, Eph. 5:9) 
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9. New Birth:   
 
We believe that salvation (the only escape from our “death” sentence) is by grace through faith  in 

Jesus Christ , and that it is available to all who believe in the substitutionary death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus, and who acknowledge Him alone as Lord and Savior.  (Jn. 3:3, Gal. 3:26,  
Acts 16:31, II Cor. 5:17, I John 5:1, Jn. 3:6-7, II Pet. 1:4, Rom 6:23, Eph. 2:1, II Cor. 5:19, Col 2:13, 
Jn. 3:8, 12-13, Gal. 5:22, Eph. 5:9) 

 
10. Justification:   
 
We believe that upon salvation the believer is justified, such justification including: the pardoning 

of sin, the impartation of righteousness, the endowment of eternal life, and the status of a new creation.  
This justification is accomplished solely through faith in Jesus’ death; His righteousness is credited to 
us on His merits, not our own works.  (Acts 13:39, Is. 53:11, Zech. 13:1, Rom 8:1, 5:1,9, Tit. 3:5-7, 
Rom. 1:17,  Hab. 2:4, Gal. 3:11, Rom 4:1-8, Heb. 10:38) 

 
11. Sanctification:   
 
We believe that sanctification is the process by which God gives to us His holiness.  This is 

progressive work that begins at the new birth (salvation) and continues in our hearts by the work of 
the Holy Spirit in connection with Bible study, self examination and repentance of sin, watchfulness 
and prayer – only to be completed upon the return of Christ!  (I Cor. 6:11, II Pet. 3:18, I Thes. 3:12,    
I Jn. 3:2) 

 
12. Eternal Security:  
 
We believe that God will never disown those who are truly  born again, as manifested by a life of 

serving Christ.  (Jn. 6:36-40, 10:27-39, I Cor. 1:4-8, I Pet. 1:5, Phil 1:6, Jude 1, Rom. 8:35-39,      
Romans 13:13-14, Gal. 5:13, Tit. 2:11-15) 

 
13. The Christian Life:   
 
 We believe that all believers should live in such a manner as to enhance their testimony as 

ambassadors for Christ , and to not bring reproach upon their Savior and Lord.  This life includes 
obedience to Scriptural principles of living.  ( II Tim. 3:1-5, Rom. 12:1-2, 14:1-3, I Jn. 2:15-17,            
II John 9-11, II Cor. 6:14, 7:1) 

 
14. Two Natures:   
 
We believe that every believer possesses two natures: spiritual  and sinful, with provision made for 

victory of the new nature over the old nature through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit , and 
that all claims to the eradication of the old nature in this life are unscriptural.  (Rom. 6:13, 8:12,       
Gal. 5:16-25, Eph. 4:22-24, Col 3:10, I Pet. 1:14-16, I Jn. 3:5-9) 
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15.  The Local Church:   
 
We believe that the local church is a servant-hood association of born again believers, believers 

equal in rank and privilege, subject to the Word of God, observing the directives of Christ, and 
therefore no hierarchy of individuals or organizations holds absolute right over us.  On all matters of 
servant-hood, of policy, of government, of discipline and benevolence; the will of the local church, as 
led by Scripture, is final.  (Acts. 2:41-42, I Cor. 11:2,  Eph. 1:22-23, Acts. 20:17-18, I Tim. 3:1-7,  
Col. 1:18, Eph. 5:23, I Pt. 3:21, Matt. 28:18-20) 

 
16.  Baptism:  
 
We believe God’s Word commands every believer, and only believers, to be baptized by the 

immersion of the believer in water.  Baptism, while not necessary for salvation, is a beautiful outward 
symbol of our inward faith and public identification with the crucified Savior who was buried and rose 
again.  (Romans 6:3-5; Col. 2:12; Acts. 8:36-39, Jn. 3:23, Matt. 3:16, I Pt. 3:21,  Matt. 28:18-20) 

 
17.  Communion:  
 
We believe that the Lord’s Supper is the remembrance of His death until He comes, and that it 

should be observed by believers in recognition of His broken body and shed blood. Communion must 
always be preceded by self-examination.  It is not necessary for salvation.  (I Corinthians 11:23-28, 
Matt. 26:17-30) 

 
18.  Evangelism:   
 
We believe that it is the solemn obligation and privilege of all believers to do their utmost to carry 

out the Savior’s command to give the Gospel to the whole world .  This is accomplished through 
verbalization of our beliefs, leading a life which exemplifies our beliefs, following the Holy Spirit’s 
leading, and supporting fellow believers’ evangelistic efforts through prayer, finances and exhortation.  
(Eph. 4:12, Mk. 16:15, Acts. 1:8, Matt. 28:19,20) 

 
19.  The Resurrection:   
 
We believe that all those who have been truly born again will be resurrected at the rapture of the 

Church to eternal fellowship with the Lord; and that their works shall be rewarded at the judgment 
seat of Christ; and that they shall reign and judge with Him in the Millennium.  We believe that those 
who are not born-again will be resurrected at the Great White Throne Judgment where they will be 
judged and thrown into the Lake of Fire for eternity.  (Mal. 3:18, Rom 6:17-18, Rom 5:1, 
 I Thes. 4:13-18, I Cor. 15:42-44, 52,  II Cor. 5:10, I Cor. 3:11-15, Jn. 8:21, Matt. 7:13-14,  
Jn. 5:28-29, Lk. 16:25, Mk. 9:32-48, Rev. 20:11-15) 
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SESSION FIVE 
 
I.  WHAT IS A COMMITTED BROKEN SERVANT? 
  At FFC every member of the body is referred to as a Committed Broken Servant (CBSer).  
Believers serve are commanded to serve Christ through the one vehicle that He ordained, the local 
church.  In doing so, believers look to the absolute truth of God's Word for our divine instruction and 
guidance.  The New Testament Church model we seek to follow is in Acts 2:41-47.   
 
A.  Committed 

1. To Christ      Acts 2:41 
Salvation - “gladly received the word…”  
Baptism – “were baptized …”  
Commitment – added unto them about 3000 souls 

2.  To Communion with Truth   Acts 2:42 
The Word of God  
To Fellowship 
Breaking of bread 
Prayer  

3. To Community    Acts 2:43-47 
Had all things common 
Gave to each other from what they had 
They were united  
Praise God together 
Loved to be with each other 

 
 
 
B.  Broken – To self – Of self 

1.  Heartily  unto the Lord   Colossians 3: 22-23 
2.  Yielding to Christ    Romans 6:2,6 
3.  Leading to repentance  2 Corinthians 7:11 
 
 
 

C.  Servant – Loving to all  
1.  No reputation   Philippians 2: 5-16 
2.  Humility     Matthew 20:25-28 
3.  Ask not what the local church can do for you, but what you can do for the local church 

      Mark 10:42-45 
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II.  WHY BECOME A COMMITTED BROKEN SERVANT? 
 
A.  Biblical Reasons for being a Committed Broken Servant of Christ in a Body of Believers 

 

1. Attach yourself (1 Corinthians 12:12) – One body, many members 
2. Attend yourself (Hebrews 10:25) – Assembled together 
3. Apply  yourself (Hebrews 3:13) – Exhort one another 
4. Accept yourself (1 Corinthians 12:14) – Placed in the body 
5. Assert yourself (1 Corinthians 12:25) – Look out for each other 

 
B.  Other Scripture supporting being part of a local Church body: 
  

Ephesians 5:25 -  Christ loved the Church, gave Himself up 
 Matthew 16:18 – Upon this Rock, I’ll build my church 
 1 Corinthians 1:2 & Galatians 1:2 – Written to local churches at Corinth and Galatia 
 
 
 
 
III.  WHO BECOMES A COMMITTED BROKEN SERVANT? 
 
A.  Those becoming CBSers through this church shall consist of individuals who: 

 

1.  Have accepted Jesus Christ as personal Savior. 
2.  Have been baptized. 
3.  Are in complete agreement with the doctrinal stance of FFC, and the FFC Church 
Covenant. 
 
 

B.  Admission of new CBSers into the body: 
 
           After giving their testimony, candidates must have the full approval of the Board of Elders, 
before being recommended to the church.  Acceptance into this body of believers shall be by 
agreement of the body at any regularly scheduled church service.  Death or letter of transfer concludes 
the relationship as Committed Broken Servant of Jesus Christ at FFC.  If a CBSer volitionally neglects 
attendance for a period of six consecutive months the FFC church leadership obeys the mandate of 
Matthew 18:15-17. 
 
 
C.  There are two types of Committed Broken Servants: 

 

1.  Jr . Committed Broken Servant – between the ages of 12-18. 
-Jr. CBS’ers can serve in ministry, but not oversee a ministry. 

2.  Adult  Committed Broken Servant. 
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IV.  COMMITTED BROKEN SERVANT STATEMENT 
 
  We, the Committed Broken Servants of Faith Fellowship Church, having been led as we 
believe by the Spirit of God, to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, and upon profession 
of our faith having been baptized by immersion in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, do now, in the presence of God, and this assembly, most solemnly and joyfully enter into 
this covenant with one another as one body in Christ.  Our purpose, therefore, by the aid of the Holy 
Spirit who indwells us, is to: 
 

1. Love the Lord with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. 
2. Maintain personal, family, and corporate prayer lives. 
3. Read, study, obey and apply our lives to the principles found in God’s Word. 
4. Love one another as He loves us.  
5. Strive together in advancing the gospel and the ministry of Faith Fellowship Church. 
6. Evangelize our friends and relatives by sharing Christ with them.   
7. Zealously work to edify the body through doctrine, fellowship, worship, and prayer. 
8. Contribute cheerfully and regularly to the financial support of this ministry. 
9. Separate ourselves from the ways of living that would detract from the testimony of Christ to 

this world, and follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit in this regard. 
10. Exhibit hospitality to the poor in our fellowship and in our community. 

 
In addition to these guidelines, we believe that our testimony is confirmed by the manifestation of love 
we have one for another; therefore, we purpose to: 

1.  Watch over one another in prayer. 
2.  Watch over one another in sickness and distress. 
3.  Be slow in taking offense, but swift in forgiveness and reconciliation. 
4.  Avoid all gossip, tattling, slander, and backbiting 
5.  Earnestly endeavor in the cultivation and maintenance of unity. 
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V.  THREE FUNDAMENTAL EXPECTATIONS FOR COMMITTED BROKEN SERV ANTS 
 

As it is the basic responsibility of the church to encourage and spur up love and good works, these 
are three fundamental expectations for Committed Broken Servants at FFC (Hebrews 10:24-25).   
 

Grow - Growing in godliness     Romans 6-8 
Give - Financially      2 Corinthians 8,9 
Serve - Sacrificially      Hebrews 6:10-12 

 
 
A.  Grow  (Luke 9:23) 
 
 Growth is based upon steadfastly in training  in righteousness as described in 2 Timothy 3:16-
17, in pressing on toward maturity (James 1), through learning the Word of God, fellowshipping with 
other believers, worshipping God and prayerful dependence as taught in Acts 2:42. 
 

FFC began as a group of people who got together and prayed, and this priority of prayerful 
dependence on God is continually observed through the prominence of prayer among FFC.  The Bible 
tells us that “…men always ought to pray and not lose heart,…” in Luke 18:1.  We are told in 
Philippians 4:6 -  “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God...”   
 
According to the model prayer that Jesus gave us in the Gospels (Matt. 6:8-13; Luke 11:1), prayer 
should reflect the following characteristics: 

      1.  Relationship: “Our Father”     I John 3:1 
 2.  Faith   “which art in Heaven”   Hebrews 11:6 
 3.  Worship  “Hallowed be Thy Name”  Rev. 4:8 
 4.  Expectation “Thy Kingdom come”   Rev. 20 
 5.  Submission       “Thy will be done…”   Matthew 26:39 
 6.  Petition  “Give us this day…”   Matthew 7:7 
 7.  Confession  “and forgive us…”   I John 1:9 
 8.  Compassion “as we forgive…”   Matthew 18:21ff 
 9.  Dependence “lead us not into…”   I Corinthians 10:13 

  10.Acknowledgment  “for thine is the…”   Philippians 2:10 
 

From Scriptural examples of prayer, we learn that our prayers should be:  
 1. Humble     Psalm 10:17; Luke 18:13,14   
 2. Simple     Matthew 6:7 
 3. Bold     I John 5:13-15 
 4. Persistent     Luke 18:7; Col. 4:2 
 5. Faith     Hebrews 1:6   
 6. Definite     Psalm 27:4; Acts 12:5 
 7. Sincere     Matthew 6:5-8    
 8. Scriptural    I John 5:14 
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Hindrances and obstacles to an effective prayer life: 
1.  Known Sin    Psalm 66:18    
2.  Robbing God    Malachi 3:8-10 
3.  Insincerity     Matthew 6:5   
4.  Neglecting Needy   Proverbs 21:13; I John 3 
5.  Carnality      James 4:3  
6.  Stubbornness    Proverbs 1:24-31; 28:9 
7.  Unbelief     James 1:6  
8.  Not Forgiving    Matthew 5:23-24; 6:12,14 
9.  Satan     Daniel 10:13             
10.Home Problems    I Peter 3:7 
11.Pride     Luke 18:10-14 
 
Paul challenges young Timothy, and thereby all believers, in I Timothy 2:1 with these words, 

“Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made 
for all men.”  One important aspect of the Christian’s life is to that of intercessory prayer.  Samuel 
stated, “…far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you…” (I Samuel 
12:23).  Faith Fellowship Church is committed to obeying the command to pray for one another, for 
the unsaved, and for Christians around the world.  Our prayers should include the needs of others, and 
not simply be a selfish “wish list.” 

 
The Word of God reveals some of the products of the prayers of a faithful Christian: 

 1.  Defeating the Devil  Luke 22:32; I Peter 4:7 
 2.  Saving the sinner Luke 18:13 
 3.  Restoring the backslider       James 5:16,19,20 
 4.  Strengthening the saint                  Matthew 26:41; Jude 1:20 
 5.  Healing the sick James 5:13-15 
 6.  Glorifying the Lord Isaiah 43:21,22; 64:7; Rev. 5:8 
 7.  Accomplishing the impossible      Mark 9:29; Acts 12:5-16 
 8.  Bestowing peace Philippians 4:5-7 
 9.  Keeping self from sin Matthew 26:41 

 10. Revealing the will of God Luke 11:9,10 
 
 
B.  GIVE 
 
Giving is actually just a disbursement of what already belongs to God.  The basis of financial giving is 
as follows: 
 1.  God is the Creator  Genesis 1:1; John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:16,17 
 2.  Man is a steward    Genesis 2:15-17; Matthew 25; Luke 19 
 3.  Man is to tithe   Lev. 27:30-32; Mal. 3:8-10; Matthew 23:23 
 4.  Tithing is not enough  Psalm 40:6; 51:16ff; Isaiah 1:11 
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Giving should be properly performed: 
 1. Thoughtfully      Luke 6:31 
 2. Unselfishly  Luke 6:32-34 
 3. Wisely    2 Corinthians 8:3 
 4. Sacrificially                         2 Corinthians 8:3 
 5. Willingly                          2 Corinthians 9:7 
 6. Joyfully    2 Corinthians 8:2 
 7. Bountifully    1 Corinthians 9:6 
 8. Cheerfully   2 Corinthians 9:7 
 9. Sincerely    Matthew 6:4, 6, 18 
 10. Practically   2 Corinthians 8:4 
 11. Lovingly                         2 Corinthians 8:8,24 

 
 
C.  SERVE 
 Scripture makes it clear that serving in the local church is the privilege and responsibility of the 
believer (Titus 3:8, Hebrews 10:24 & 25).  Next week you will learn various ways to serve at FFC. 
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VI.  CHURCH DISCIPLINE 
The church has a responsibility to see that all CBSer’s are growing, giving and 

serving Jesus Christ.  The process which Jesus commanded to be sure that the flock remains 
faithful, is church discipline as described in Matthew 18:15-17. 
 
 
A.  The basis for church discipline 

As we strive toward the goal to present “every man complete in Christ” we know that 
all believers fall short of the perfection of a Holy God.  All are born with a sin nature 
(Romans 5:12), which is in constant conflict with a believer’s new nature, until we meet 
Jesus through death or the rapture (Romans 7:21; Galatians 5:17; Hebrews 12:4; James 3:2; 
1 Peter 2:11).  Yet, there are publicly, habitually practiced sins which, if we don’t repent of, 
harm the witness of a local body and more importantly the name of Jesus Christ.  When 
situations like this arise in the body, Scriptural church discipline is FFC’s responsibility, on 
the basis of: 
 1.  The Holiness of God   Hebrews 12:11; John 15:2 
 2.  Given to the church   1 Timothy 1:20 

3.  Commanded by Jesus Christ  Matthew 18:15-17 
 
Church discipline’s goal is not to excommunicate, humiliate, or harm a particular 

member, but rather, is always with the aim of bringing the sinning brother or sister to 
repentance.  The purpose is never to destroy or punish, but to discipline with the aim of 
chastisement towards the goal of restoration back into right relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 
 
B.  The Scope of Church Discipline   
 1.  Division within the church body  
 2.  Public, un-repented sin of a member of the body 
 3.  False teaching by a member of the body 
 4.  Voluntary neglect of gathering with the body 
 
 
C.  The Attitude of Church Discipline 
 1.  With an attitude of love, and humility, absent of arrogance   Galatians 6:1 
 2.  With an attitude of prayer      Matthew 18:19, 20 
 3.  With a heart that is ready to forgive     2 Corinthians 2:7 
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D.  The Procedure of Church Discipline 
1.  Matthew 18:15 “Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you 
and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother. 

Contact is made with the person, and upon explaining Hebrews 10:24-25 (and the “one 
another” passages), walks them through the paradigm of James 1:12-15; John 16:8-11; 1 John 1:9; 
Romans 12:1-2 and 2 Corinthians 7:8-11 urging them to make things right with God and return to the 
Church.  If the purpose is restoration of one who has voluntarily neglected church attendance, the 
overseeing Elder goes to the person. (Hebrews 10:24-25; John 15:12; John 17:21; Eph. 4:32; 
Colossians 3:16) 
 
 2.  Matthew 18:16 “But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that ‘by the mouth of two 
or three witnesses every word may be established.’  

If there is no response (meaning the person does not repent and return to regular Body life), 
then the overseeing Elder meets them again, taking along the Family Care Deacon and others who 
have a relationship with that person as a witness, urging the Committed Broken Servant to make things 
right with God and return to Body for fellowship (Hebrews 13:17) 
 
3.  Matthew 18:17 “And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to 
hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.” 

If there is still no response, the Elders will present the person’s name to the congregation as a 
matter of discipline, at a Pastor’s Forum (to be held quarterly). 

 
Over the next two weeks, the congregation can make personal contact (rather than phone or letter), 

and use the Word of God to exhort the person to make things right with the Lord and return to the 
Body (without asking “why”).  Conversation at this point should be limited to urging them to restore 
their relationship with the Lord.  When contact is made, the overseeing Elder is to be notified.  If they 
show themselves to be argumentative, one should simply back away.  If there is no response in the two 
weeks, then the person would be dealt with as an unbeliever (thus further meetings would be for 
evangelism rather than fellowship), according to Matthew 18:17 & these passages: 
 

1 Corinthians 5:4-5 “In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, along with my spirit, 
with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit 
may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.” 
 
2 Thessalonians 3:6 “But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw 
from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he  received from us.” 
 
Titus 3:9-11 “But avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are 
unprofitable and useless.  Reject a divisive man after the first and second admonition, knowing that such a person 
is warped and sinning, being self-condemned.” 
 
Matthew 10:34-39 “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. 
For I have come to ‘set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law’; and ‘a man’s enemies will be those of his own household.’ He who loves father or mother 
more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he 
who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.  He who finds his life will lose it, and he who 
loses his life for My sake will find it.” 

The goal of any church discipline is the restoration of the erring one to the Lord and subsequently to 
the body, as well as the protection and purity of the body of Christ. 
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E.  The Restoration of a Disfellowshipped Committed Broken Servant 
 

2 Corinthians 2:5-11 “But if anyone has caused grief, he has not grieved me, but all of you to some 
extent—not to be too severe.  This punishment which was inflicted by the majority is sufficient for such 
a man, so that, on the contrary, you ought rather to forgive and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one 
be swallowed up with too much sorrow.  Therefore I urge you to reaffirm your love to him.  For to this 
end I also wrote, that I might put you to the test, whether you are obedient in all things.  Now whom 
you forgive anything, I also forgive. For if indeed I have forgiven anything, I have forgiven that one for 
your sakes in the presence of Christ, lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of 
his devices.” 
 

A disfellowshipped Committed Broken Servant must present his/her desire (verbally and in 
writing) to the overseeing Elder of his/her Family Care Group, regarding restoration to the body of 
Faith Fellowship Church. 

 
The overseeing Elder will set up meetings with the individual(s) for one month (minimally four 

times) to study the Word of God according to the “Clearing Conscience’ paradigm from James 1:12-
15; John 16:8-11; 1 John 1:9; Romans 12:1-2 and 2 Corinthians 7:8-11.  If there is an (FFC or 
outside) counselor, the Elder will remain in contact with the counselor. 
 

Following this time of Bible study, the overseeing Elder will either commend or not commend 
the individual(s) to the FFC Elders for restoration. 

 
Upon commendation, the FFC Elders will meet with the individual(s) at which time he/she will walk 
though:  

1.  Conception of the sin    James 1:12-15 
2.  Conviction of the sin    John 16:8-11 
3.  Confess the sin     1 John 1:9 
4.  Change- put off/renew mind/put on  Romans 12:1-2; 2 Cor. 7:8-10 
5.  Confirmation of change    2 Corinthians 7:11 

 
The Individual(s) will then be given the opportunity to stand in front of congregation at a 

meeting prescribed by the Pastor, at which time he/she will walk through the above process with the 
Body. 
 

At this point the congregation of FFC will be given the opportunity to welcome the 
individual(s) back into a restored relationship! 
 
1 Corinthians 2:6-7 “However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the wisdom of 
this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing.  But we speak the wisdom of God in 
a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our glory” 
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VII.  PLEDGE BETWEEN THOSE IN THE BODY 
(This outline is followed at Sunday service, upon your assimilation into the local body of FFC) 
 
 
 
“But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased.”  1 Cor. 12:18 
 
God adds members to the Body as it pleases Him.  He adds them to the body for the common good of 
the whole body.   When God adds members to our body, we have cause for rejoicing.  As someone 
committed to serve Christ through FFC, the congregation comes into an interdependent relationship 
with that person. 
 
To New Committed Broken Servants of Christ at FFC: 

�  Do you affirm before this congregation that Jesus Christ is your Lord and Savior? 
�  Have you obediently followed the Lord in believer’s baptism? 

God is not adding you to this church accidentally.  If God is adding you to our body, He 
wants to work through your life to help us become more complete. 

�  Will you allow God to work through you to make this body more complete? 
�  Will you open your life to allow this body to minister to you to help you become more complete? 

 
To the Congregation: 

�  From the testimony you have heard, do you believe that God is adding these people to our 
body? 

�  Would you open your life to these people to let God work in your life through them? 
�  Would you let God work through each of you to help these people become all God has purposed 

for them? 
None of us know what these people may go through in the days to come.  God may 
have added them to our body because He knew they were going to need our ministry. 

�  Will you agree to let God flow through you to help them become all God wants them to be? 
 
If you will so pledge yourself, stand and let’s thank God for what He has done by adding these people 
to our body.  Because God has brought them to serve at FFC, God will work to make us more of what 
He wants us to be. 
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VIII.  FFC CHURCH COVENANT 
(A separate copy of this page will be given to you in class for you to complete and return) 

 
A.  Founded on prayer: 

�   To the best of my knowledge, I believe I am eligible to become a committed broken servant 
of Jesus Christ in this local church.  I believe I have heard the gospel of Jesus Christ and have 
repented of my sin and believed on His name for eternal life. 
 
�   I have publicly testified to my union with Christ through believer’s baptism. 
 
�  After reviewing the doctrine this church believes, I substantially agree with its content.   
 
 

B.  Focused on Jesus: 
�   I am committed to regularly and whole-heartedly participating in the regular worship 
activities of this church - GROW.  
 
�   I am committed to self-sacrificially serving others in this local body, through the Holy 
Spirit, in accordance with His gifts for the common good of the body and the furtherance of the 
gospel - SERVE.  
 
�   I affirm that I am not presently under the discipline of any other church.  I agree to submit 
to the discipline of this church.  I also agree to help promote holiness in the body by properly 
confronting the sins of others in the manner described by Christ in Matthew 18:15-17 if the 
need arises. 
 
 

C.  Bearing fruit for eternity: 
�   I am committed to doing all I can to help this church carry out its mission of reaching out to 
this lost world with the gospel of Jesus Christ.  I am committed to doing this within my own 
personal sphere of influence.  I am also committed to having a vision broader than my 
responsibility and doing all I can to see this accomplished in the world. 
 
�   I am committed to carrying out my God given responsibility to fellow committed, broken 
servants—responsibility of loving one another, meeting together regularly, caring for one 
another, diligently seeking and preserving unity, and building up one another in the faith. 
 
�   I am committed to carrying out my God given responsibility to the leadership of this local 
body—responsibility of obedience and submission, holding them in high esteem and honor, 
praying for them regularly, and financially supporting them - GIVE.  
 
 
 
NAME _____________________________________________ 
DATE____________________ 
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SESSION SIX 
 

I.  SERVING GOD AT FFC 
 

  1.  Serving begins with surrender to God  Ephesians 4:13-16; 2 Cor. 8:5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  2.  Serving includes submission to others  Ephesians 5:21; 1 Peter 5:5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  3.  Serving abounds in us by God’s grace  2 Corinthians 8:7; 9:8 
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II.  MINISTRY QUESTIONAIRRE  
(A separate copy of this page will be given to you in class for you to complete and hand in) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Those involved in the ministry at Faith Fellowship Church are required to be Committed Broken Servants of 
Jesus Christ.  The purpose of this questionnaire is two-fold. First of all, you have an opportunity to see the different 
areas available for service at FFC.  God has gifted everyone in different ways for the purpose of edifying the body.  
Paul addresses spiritual gifts in 1st Corinthians 14. In verse 26 he states, “When you assemble, each one has a psalm, 
has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all  things be done for edification .” As 
members of the Body of Christ we should be serving in ministry.  Secondly, the leadership of this church would like to 
be able to connect you with the person overseeing the ministry God is calling you to. Your responses to this 
questionnaire will help ministry leaders to be aware of the areas you are best equipped to serve in. 

ASSIMILATION:  
_____Greeters 
_____Ushers 
_____Brownie Brigade 
 
CHILD & YOUTH MINISTRIES: 
_____Sunday School Teacher 
 _________ Age/grade preferred 
_____Sunday School Helper 
 _________ Age/grade preferred 
 
_____Worship Service Nursery  
_____Worship Service 2’s & 3’s 
_____Worship Service Pre-K 
_____Jr. Church (K – 6th) 
Only 1 of above 4  
 
_____Wed. Eve Nursery 
_____Wed. Eve 2&3’s 
_____Wed. Eve Pre-K 
_____Wed. Eve Kidz Klub (K – 6th)  
Only 1 of above 4 
 
_____Child Care Tuesday Ladies Bible Study 
 
_____Youth Junior High 
_____Youth Senior High 
 
_____AWANA Leader/Leader in Training 
_____AWANA Nursery Sunday Evening 
 
_____Vacation Bible School 
 
FACILITIES: 
_____Painting (Building) 
_____Electrical 
_____Snow Removal 
_____Carpentry 
_____Landscaping/Gardening 
_____Automotive Repair 
_____Plumbing 
_____Cleaning 
_____Drywall 
 

HOSPITALITY & OUTREACH:  
(Banquets/Luncheons / Picnics/ Showers) 
_____Planning & Development 
_____Set up and/or clean up 
_____Games & Activities 
_____Decorating for Events & Holidays 
_____Food Preparation & Planning 
_____Meal Service 
_____Promotion & Advertisement 
 
MUSIC: 
_____Choir 
_____Vocalist 
_____Instrumental – Piano 
_____Instrumental – Guitar 
_____Instrumental – Drums 
_____Instrumental – Other _______________ 
_____Orchestra 
_____Worship Team 
 
DRAMA:  
_____Production & Coaching 
_____Acting 
_____Lighting/Camera 
_____Stage Crew 
_____Costume/Makeup 
 
TECHNICAL/MEDIA PRESENTATION: 
_____CD Ministry 
_____Computer Help 
_____Graphic Design 
_____PowerPoint  
_____Sound Ministry 
_____Website 
 
OTHER: 
_____Library 
_____Office Help – collating, copying, etc.  
_____Van Driver for Broadway House 
_____Sewing/alterations 
_____Art/Painting 
_____Calligraphy/Card or Favor Designing 
_____Floral design 
_____Other_______________________ 
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II. CHILD PROTECTION POLICY 
For Children’s and Youth Workers.  This policy has been developed by the Elder Board of 

FFC.  It was adopted by the full Elder Board on January 10, 2005.  This policy will be implemented 
and administered by each Ministry Board in their ministries to children & youth. 

 
A.  Why a Child Protection Policy? 
 

Ministry to children and youth is an important aspect of church life at Faith Fellowship Church 
(FFC).  “But Jesus said, Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 NKJV. Jesus further clarifies His intent when He said, “It would 
be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were thrown into the sea, than that 
he should offend one of these little ones.” Luke 17:2 NKJV.  As a body of believers, we must take this 
area of ministry very seriously. 
 

In today’s society, child abuse and child abuse accusations are occurring daily.  Therefore, it is 
important that FFC takes steps to protect the children to whom we minister and to protect our workers 
from false accusations.  It is naïve and irresponsible to believe “it could never happen here”. 
 

It is our goal to enact a policy and procedures that will help safeguard our continued ministry to our 
young people of all ages.  Our desire is to protect: 
 

1. Our Children – by having an approval process and training requirements for potential workers, 
thereby minimizing the possibility of potential problems. 

2. Our Workers – by attempting to shield them from false accusations, and to keep them from 
being placed in compromising situations. 

3. Our church – by maintaining a high standard of education and loving care, so that the integrity 
of the body of Christ and testimony remain unblemished. 

 
 
B.  Church Position Statement:  On child safety and protection 

 
FFC desires to provide a friendly and safe nurturing environment where families can feel 

comfortable in allowing their children and youth to receive spiritual training and guidance.  The church 
takes very seriously its responsibility to safeguard children and youth from abusive situations.  This is 
why FFC denounces and deplores any and all forms of child abuse including sexual and physical 
abuse.  This is also why all new church workers are required to complete a church worker’s application 
which includes specific questions regarding sexual abuse, to submit references, and to undergo training 
for child abuse awareness. 
 
The church has implemented these procedures to maximize child and youth protection.  FFC intends to 
cooperate with all civil and legal authorities to investigate any and all allegations of misconduct on the 
part of its workers, paid or volunteer. 
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C.  Definitions  
 

1. “FFC” – Faith Fellowship Church 
2. “CBS” – Committed, broken servant – an individual who has: 

a) made a profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
b) given testimony of baptism by immersion 
c) acknowledged agreement with the Church Covenant, Articles of Faith and the Church 

Constitution 
d) completed a CBS class 
e) had approval of the board of Elders 

3. “Jr. CBS” – any CBS between the ages of 12-18. 
4.  “Preschooler”, “child”, “children”, “youth”, and “minor” shall be defined as any individual 

under the age of eighteen (18) (or whose mental capacity is that of a minor). 
5. “Adult ” shall be defined as any CBS at least eighteen (18) years of age. 
6. “Worker” shall be defined as any adult Committed Broken Servant (CBS), paid or unpaid, who 

has been given the responsibility of working with or caring for minors. 
7. “Teenage Worker” shall be defined as any worker, at least Jr. CBS age, enlisted to assist with 

the care of minors. 
8. Criminal Background Check” (CBC) is the procedure used to check the background of adult 

CBS(s) for criminal activity.  
9. “Elder” is a lay person or pastor(s) appointed by elder  board to oversee the spiritual matters of 

the church 
10. “Ministry Leader” refers to any CBS put into the position of 
      overseeing a ministry and other CBSs performing that ministry        
      as approved by the elder board. 
 

 
D.  Definitions of Child Abuse 

 
Child abuse is defined as any verbal or physical abuse or exploitation of a minor.  It also includes 
serious physical injury, which is not explained by medical history as being accidental.  Abuse includes 
non-physical contact such as sexually explicit verbal comments or innuendoes, displaying of 
pornographic images, obscene messages, exhibitionism, or allowing children to witness sexual activity. 
 
Examples of verbal abuse include excessive yelling, berating, ridicule, or verbal assault intentionally 
directed at a child.  Examples of physical abuse include corporal punishment (other than reasonable, 
controlled punishment by a parent of their own child), striking, shoving, or other use of excessive 
physical force. 
 
Sexual abuse of minors (less than 18 years old) is any contact or interaction between a minor and an 
adult in which the minor is being used for the sexual stimulation of the adult or anther person. 
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E.  Prohibited Contact 
 

Any worker who is providing care for a youth/child shall not engage in any of the following 
conduct with or towards the latter, whether consensual or non-consensual: 

·  Sexual conduct 
·  Sexual contact 
·  Demonstration of any romantic or sexual interest 
·  Kissing on the lips or in an intimate area (i.e. neck). 
·  Extended or inappropriate hugging or embracing 
·  Removal of any clothing, unless and only to the extent reasonably necessary under the 

circumstances (i.e. winter coats). 
·  Sleeping in the same bed/bedding 
·  Remaining alone in any private location (room, motor vehicle), or denying access to same of 

any person who is not a threat to a child to extent necessary to protect the youth/child. 
 
 
F.  Worker Qualifications 

 
1) All youth/children/nursery workers must currently display a personal relationship with Jesus Christ 

and compassion for children and youth, and must be a current Committed Broken Servant (CBS) in 
good standing. 

 
2) All workers shall be properly screened: 

a) Submit a completed signed application form, agreeing to follow the policies and procedures 
concerning child abuse protection and reporting as outlined in this document.  References listed 
may be contacted. 

b) Be available for a personal interview to clarify the application as necessary by one or more of 
the Elders. 

c) Must complete the FFC initial Child Protection Training class before approval. 
 
3) Anyone who has been convicted of either sexual or physical abuse should not serve in any church-

sponsored activity or program for children or youth.  Any such person will not be approved for 
working in these programs. 

 
4) Teens who meet the above qualifications may assist adult workers, but only as a helper, and 

NEVER without adult supervision. 
 
5) Substitute workers for all youth ministries must comply with all worker qualifications. 
 
6) Be formally approved prior to service by meeting the guidelines above.    
 
7) The Faith Fellowship Church Screening Form for Children or Youth Workers must be secured and 

on file. 
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F.  Worker Policies 
1) Worker Behavior – workers should always conduct themselves in a Godly manner, being an 

example of obedience, respect, and honesty to young children. 
2) Workers and helpers should never be alone in private with children or youth without additional 

adult presence.  Classrooms should be equipped with windows so as to make them open to 
observation.  If the classroom or counseling room door does not have a window, the door must 
remain open at all times while occupied. 

3) Individual contacts of workers with children or youth shall be with express parental permission 
only. 

4) Adult workers are to observe the “two adult” rule.  This requires that adults are never alone with 
children or youth.  Another CBS must always be present. 

5) Workers are not to use corporal punishment.  Limited physical restraint may be used to protect the 
child or others.  If disciplinary action is required, the child’s parent(s) should be contacted. 

6) When staffing allows, an adult, who shall wait outside the door, should accompany children using 
the lavatory.  If the adult worker is required to enter the lavatory, the door(s) shall remain open 
(propped).  

7) Designated personnel shall make random visits to classrooms or church sponsored activities to 
monitor for policy compliance. 

8) In the nursery, husbands and wives may work together in the same room with the approval of the 
nursery coordinator. 

9) Diaper changing should always take place in such a way that other nursery workers could easily 
see the child that is being changed. 

10) Workers will not be involved in any of the following activities: extended hugging, kissing, sitting a 
child on the lap (children 5 years old & under permissible), inappropriate touching or being alone 
with a child. 

11) Emergencies – Workers are not to give or apply any medications to children except with express 
parental permission in special situations.  (Such permission shall be in writing in advance or with 
two witnesses if by phone.)  In a life-threatening situation, workers shall call 911 and should 
provide life-sustaining intervention as able, under the provisions of the Good Samaritan laws.  
Simple first aid, such as cleaning and bandaging minor wounds, may be done until a parent or the 
family physician can provide more complete care.  First aid boxes will be kept on hand and all 
workers are to be familiar with the locations.  Supervisors should check the contents quarterly.  In 
any medical situation requiring care, parents or the guardian of record shall be notified as soon as 
possible. 

12)  Parties and Field Trips – Always have another pre-approved adult (not a relative) present at all 
times at these activities.  Secure a signed parental release statement from each parent if the church 
is responsible for transporting children to these activities.  Parents are always invited to attend all 
events and activities. 

13)  Teachers of nursery through Pre-school are not permitted to release children without proper 
parent/guardian identification. 

14)  Parents are responsible for placing the child in the direct care of the teachers or helper for the 
child’s age group.  Parents are not to leave children unattended in the church or on church grounds.  
A child should at all times be either with an approved teacher OR with the parent.  Anything else 
should be avoided.  This includes meetings and activities that occur in the church building outside 
normal Sunday and Wednesday services. 
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15) Parental permission slips for off-church activities are to be signed before activity occurs for a 
particular class or club.  Teachers and Leaders are requested to inform parents at least 24 hours 
before such events take place.  

16)  Follow reporting guidelines as given below: 
 
G.  Reporting Procedures 

 
All workers MUST report known or reasonably suspected cases of physical or sexual abuse, or 

sexually inappropriate or suspicious behavior.  They are also to report when these policies and 
procedures have been violated. 
 
Workers are to notify an Elder immediately when: 

1. These policies and/or procedures have been violated 
2. Suspicious behavior of workers is observed, such as: 

(a)   Inappropriate touching 
(b)   Inappropriate time spent one-on-one 
(c)   Inappropriate language is used 

3. Physical signs or suspicious behavior symptomatic of sexual or physical abuse is observed in a 
child or youth.  

 
  Such physical signs include: 

(a)   Lacerations 
(b)   Nightmares 
(c)   Irritation, pain, or injury to the genital area 
(d)   Discomfort when sitting 
(e)   STD’s 
(f)   Bruises  
(g)   Unusual fears 
(h)   Difficulty urinating 
(i)   Torn or bloody underclothing 
 
Such Behavioral signs Include: 
(a) Undue anxiety when approaching the church or nursery area 
(b) Nervous, fearful, or hostile behavior towards adults    (specific or general) 
(c) “Acting Out” of sexual behavior 
(d) Withdrawal from church activities or friends 
 

If the Ministry Leader is first notified, he/she shall then inform an Elder. 
 
If an Elder is first notified, he shall notify a Pastor, the other Elders, and the Ministry Leader, if 
appropriate. 
 
If a Pastor is first notified, he shall notify the other Elders and the Ministry Leader, if appropriate. 
 
The Elders and Ministry Leaders (where appropriate) are responsible to immediately investigate the 
situation and ascertain the facts with appropriate discretion and discernment. 
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When an accusation or report gives initial evidence as legitimate, those who are investigating 
shall take appropriate action as outlined below. 

1. Parents shall be notified as soon as possible. (Except where legitimate suspicion of in-
home abuse suggests investigation by the authorities first.) 

2. When the matter involves only a violation of procedure or policy, the correction shall be 
handled in-house. 

3. When the matter involves potential abuse outside the church ministry, but discovered 
within the church ministry, proper reporting procedures to child protection authorities 
shall be followed. 

4. When the matter involves potential abuse with the context of our church ministry, all 
appropriate measures to uncover the truth, deal with the offender, and protect and aid 
the victim(s) will be taken. 

5. The church will notify civil authorities when reasonable suspicion of criminal 
wrongdoing exists and will cooperate with any ensuing investigation and litigation. 

6. In all cases involving possible criminal acts or potential civil liability, Elders, Deacons, 
and the church insurance agent (in that order) must all be informed and the required 
insurance paperwork must be initiated. 

 
The Church Position Statement on Child Protection must be available for release in the event an 
incident becomes public. 
 
The Chairman of the Elders and Deacons approved designee will be the spokesman for the church in 
such cases. 

 


