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SERMON ON THE MOUNT 
 
“Zesty, Bright Christianity” 

            Matthew 5:13-16 
 
 

Questions:   Questions:   Questions:   Questions:    
� What is the relationship of the Christian to society? To the world? 
� We are “poor in spirit, merciful, meek, and hungering and 

thirsting after righteousness” for what reason? 
� What are we called to do as Christians in such a situation as we 

find ourselves? 
� What is the biblical attitude toward the world? 
 

 
If you profess belief in Christ as Lord and Savior, 

you’re in the world but not of the world. 
    
    

Christians: on the progressive JOURNEY of becoming 
what we are! 

    
    

In MIn MIn MIn Matthew 5:3atthew 5:3atthew 5:3atthew 5:3----12, 12, 12, 12,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
our Lord and Savior has been our Lord and Savior has been our Lord and Savior has been our Lord and Savior has been                                                                                                                                                                             

delineating the Christian character, delineating the Christian character, delineating the Christian character, delineating the Christian character,                                                                                                                                                                     
herehereherehere He moves forward t He moves forward t He moves forward t He moves forward to application.o application.o application.o application.     

    

1.  The Salt of the Earth        v.13 
    
CONTRASTCONTRASTCONTRASTCONTRAST:  :  :  :  ROTTENNESS OF THE EARTH ANDROTTENNESS OF THE EARTH ANDROTTENNESS OF THE EARTH ANDROTTENNESS OF THE EARTH AND QUALITY OF  QUALITY OF  QUALITY OF  QUALITY OF 
CHRISTIANSCHRISTIANSCHRISTIANSCHRISTIANS        
“You are the salt of the earth...”  Matthew 5:13 

• The tendency of the world is to evil and wars.  It needs 
preservative! 

 

LIFE WITLIFE WITLIFE WITLIFE WITHOUT CHRISTIANITY IS HOUT CHRISTIANITY IS HOUT CHRISTIANITY IS HOUT CHRISTIANITY IS BLANDBLANDBLANDBLAND    

“…but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned?  It is then 

good for nothing but to be thrown out, trampled underfoot by men.”  

Matthew 5:13 

• The Church’s responsibility is to PREACHPREACHPREACHPREACH the gospel, and to bring 
this MESSAGEMESSAGEMESSAGEMESSAGE of salvation to all.   

• We have the message of hope! 
• The moment the Church begins to intervene in these political , 

social, and economic matters, we are hampering and hindering 
ourselves in our God appointed task of evangelism. 

 
    
    

2.  The Light of the World    vs. 14 
    
WORLDWORLDWORLDWORLD IS  IS  IS  IS IN A STATE OF IN A STATE OF IN A STATE OF IN A STATE OF DARKNESSDARKNESSDARKNESSDARKNESS    
“You are the light of the world...”  Matthew 5:14 

• Relationally today there is gross darkness, Christians are the light. 
• Christ promised light!  1 Corinthians 1:21 
 
WHAT ISWHAT ISWHAT ISWHAT IS THE EFFECT OF  THE EFFECT OF  THE EFFECT OF  THE EFFECT OF LIGHTLIGHTLIGHTLIGHT?  ?  ?  ?                                                                                              John 3:19John 3:19John 3:19John 3:19    
• Light EXPOSESEXPOSESEXPOSESEXPOSES darkness and all things that belong to darkness. 
• Light EXPLAINSEXPLAINSEXPLAINSEXPLAINS the cause of darkness 
• Man by nature loves darkness rather than light! 
• Is there hope? There’s abundant hope – You must be born again. 
• What a man needs is not more light, he needs a nature that will 

love the light and hate the darkness.   
    



3.  What is a Christian 

according to Jesus?   v.14b-16 
    
“You are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His 

own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of him who 

called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”  1 Peter 2:9 

    
A A A A LITLITLITLIT    LAMPLAMPLAMPLAMP    
“Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lamp 

stand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.”  Matthew 5:15 

• The “formal” Christian knows enough about Christianity to spoil 
the world for him, but he does not know enough about it for it to 
be of any positive value, no REALREALREALREAL peace/joy, abundance of life.  

 
 
 
 
CITY SET ON A HCITY SET ON A HCITY SET ON A HCITY SET ON A HILLILLILLILL    
“A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.”  Matthew 5:14 

• If we are truly Christian, we cannot be hidden.  The DIFFERENCEDIFFERENCEDIFFERENCEDIFFERENCE 
between Christians and unbelievers is quite evident and obvious. 

 
 
 
 
RADIATERADIATERADIATERADIATE    YOUR LIGHTYOUR LIGHTYOUR LIGHTYOUR LIGHT    
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works and glorify your Father in heaven.”  Matthew 5:16 

• What is the price of compassion?  Compassion’s price is the loss of 
whatever we could be doing for ourselves instead of spending 
ourselves on one another; often, giving up control to forgive. 

 
 
 
 
 

Doing Deliberate Discipleship 

The Power of Light 
 
 

1.  1.  1.  1.  Don’t Don’t Don’t Don’t JOINJOINJOINJOIN    in the in the in the in the SSSSin in in in                                                         Ephesians 5:11    
“…and have no fellowship with….” 

• You cannot co-opt an immoral culture without being corrupted. 
“…the unfruitful works of darkness….” 

• Jesus never got involved with sin, but exposed immorality. 
“…but rather expose them….” 

• To convict, to cause to see. 

 
2222.  .  .  .  SHAMESHAMESHAMESHAME    in in in in SSSSpeaking peaking peaking peaking OOOOf f f f                                                                                     Ephesians 5:12    

“For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are 

done by them in secret.” 

• But then how can we expose what is too disgraceful to talk about? 

 
3333.  .  .  .  The The The The POWERPOWERPOWERPOWER    of of of of LLLLight ight ight ight                                                                                                     Ephesians 5:13    

“But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the 

light, for whatever makes manifest is light.” 

• What is harder, to talk about sin or live for Christ? 
• John 3:19-21 describes Jesus’ affect on the world 

 
4444.  .  .  .  God’s WakeGod’s WakeGod’s WakeGod’s Wake----Up Up Up Up CALLCALLCALLCALL                                                                                            Ephesians 5:14    

• God’s grace applied through Jesus Christ is greater than you can 
imagine – GRACE FLOWS TO NEED. 
“Therefore He says: “Awake, you who sleep, arise from the 

dead, and Christ will give you light.” 

• Wake up!  Rise up! 
• John 10:10  “Know experientially the abundant life!” 
• It is not how many times you fall, its how many times you rise up. 

 
If If If If we are not consciously serving God, we are serving we are not consciously serving God, we are serving we are not consciously serving God, we are serving we are not consciously serving God, we are serving 

ourselves in some way.  ourselves in some way.  ourselves in some way.  ourselves in some way.      
It is time to declare who we will worship.It is time to declare who we will worship.It is time to declare who we will worship.It is time to declare who we will worship.    

 

 
For completed notes of today’s sermon, visit the FFC website – www.faithfellowship.us. Thanks. 


