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SERMON ON THE MOUNT 
     The Force of Father God’s        
                    Forgiveness 

        Matthew 6:12, 14-15 
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• Grace or self? 
• What do we do with the sins committed against us by others? 
 
•  Our world, our society, our church, our families, our marriages need to 
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•  Today’s text delves into this issue.  Although forgiving others is not a  

prerequisite to SALVATIONSALVATIONSALVATIONSALVATION it certainly is a presupposition! 
• But how do we get there?  What is the key that opens the door? 
 
 

Matthew 6:1Matthew 6:1Matthew 6:1Matthew 6:12, 142, 142, 142, 14----15151515    
And forgive us our debts,And forgive us our debts,And forgive us our debts,And forgive us our debts,    

As we forgive our debtors.As we forgive our debtors.As we forgive our debtors.As we forgive our debtors.    
For if you forgive men their trespasses, For if you forgive men their trespasses, For if you forgive men their trespasses, For if you forgive men their trespasses,     

your heavenly Father your heavenly Father your heavenly Father your heavenly Father will also forgive you.will also forgive you.will also forgive you.will also forgive you.    
But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, But if you do not forgive men their trespasses,     

neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.    
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Worldly Sorrow 
����
DEFINEDDEFINEDDEFINEDDEFINED    
• Worldly sorrow (����	���� To cause PAIN, make sorry. 
    
EXAMPLES OF WORLDLY SORROWEXAMPLES OF WORLDLY SORROWEXAMPLES OF WORLDLY SORROWEXAMPLES OF WORLDLY SORROW    
• ESAU sought repentance with tears, found no place ��� ��!��"��#�������#  

• PHARAOH said he sinned and God was right, but did not bow before God 
�$%	&���'��!���(�����!�#  

• King SAUL admitted sin but was unrepentant����)�*����������+(�#  

• ISRAEL had external change but hearts were not in it �,	�������������� . 
• JUDAS said he sinned, but was not repentant �������
��!�+���  

 
EXPRESSIONS OF WORLDLY SORROWEXPRESSIONS OF WORLDLY SORROWEXPRESSIONS OF WORLDLY SORROWEXPRESSIONS OF WORLDLY SORROW    
• Watering sin DOWN  (calling sin sickness, need healing). 
• WALLOWING in sin (sound sorrowful, but don’t part from it). 
• Working to get RID of it (do penance) �,	������+�#��  

 
ELEMENTS ACCOMPANYING WORLDLY SORROWELEMENTS ACCOMPANYING WORLDLY SORROWELEMENTS ACCOMPANYING WORLDLY SORROWELEMENTS ACCOMPANYING WORLDLY SORROW    
2 Corinthians 7:10-11    

SUPERFICIAL: may produce some change, ultimately death 
REGRET: giving sin up 
LAZINESS: carelessness, lack of concern 
EXCUSES: rationalization, defending accusations   
ANGRY: at the mess, at others, at self not sin 
FEAR: of consequences and others 
No real EFFORT to correct the problem: hoop-jumping 
Self-FOCUS: concerned with self and what others think   
No desire for TRUE restoration:  unaccompanied by godly action 

 
THE SURE RESULTHE SURE RESULTHE SURE RESULTHE SURE RESULTSTSTSTS    
• Temporarily: HABITUAL “kiss and make up”, deceive self. 
• Ultimately: only one sure result = DEATH   �-	*� ��!��+�  

 
 
 



Godly Sorrow 
Confessors make godly forgivers 

����
DEFINEDDEFINEDDEFINEDDEFINED    
• A grief as God intended, keeps it’s EYES on God.   
    
EXAMPLEXAMPLEXAMPLEXAMPLES OF GODLY SORROWES OF GODLY SORROWES OF GODLY SORROWES OF GODLY SORROW    
• DAVID  ���)�*������������*�+������#��  

• Prodigal SON  �.�/��������+��#  

• Apostle PETER   looked at Jesus and was broken �.�/���������(�#  

• The THEIF  on the cross feared God �.�/���+�+'��+�#  

    
EXPRESSIONS OF GODLY SORROWEXPRESSIONS OF GODLY SORROWEXPRESSIONS OF GODLY SORROWEXPRESSIONS OF GODLY SORROW    
• Self EXAMINATION  (with focus not on self, but on God). 
• Full DISCLOSURE  of sin. 
• The realization and ACCEPTANCE of forgiveness/grace of God. 
    
ELEMENTS ACCOMPANYING GODLY SORROWELEMENTS ACCOMPANYING GODLY SORROWELEMENTS ACCOMPANYING GODLY SORROWELEMENTS ACCOMPANYING GODLY SORROW    
2 Corinthians 7:10-11    

Produces REPENTANCE leading to salvation: change follows 
Not to be REGRETTED: glad to have sin uncovered and dealt with, not resentful 
DILIGENCE: eagerness, diligence to deal with the issues  
What CLEARING of yourselves: vindication, seeking pardon 
INDIGNATION: anger that God is offended, sin is in my midst 
FEAR: phobia of displeasing God 
Vehement DESIRE: ache to settle issues, restore relationships 
ZEAL: genuine, excitement of mind, unconcerned of ridicule 
VINDICATION: concern for justice, make restitution, accept results 

    
THE SURE RESULTHE SURE RESULTHE SURE RESULTHE SURE RESULT T T T ----    SALVATION, SALVATION, SALVATION, SALVATION, LIFELIFELIFELIFE    
• ��
	�� ���� ��!��(����0�*	��1����� �

• Remember, it’s all of God’s GRACE, thus God gets all the glory �2��������3��
��0�*	��1������ �

• PRAISE God for the gracing of repentance. 
 

Cutting It Straight 
Almost Persuaded? 

Acts 26:24-28 
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• An almost persuaded Christian An almost persuaded Christian An almost persuaded Christian An almost persuaded Christian WAVERSWAVERSWAVERSWAVERS between Christ and the world. between Christ and the world. between Christ and the world. between Christ and the world.    
Partial obedience is the standard, hoping God will not be so extreme as to mark 
every thing that he willfully does wrong. 
• Fond of form, but never experiences the Fond of form, but never experiences the Fond of form, but never experiences the Fond of form, but never experiences the FORCEFORCEFORCEFORCE    of forgiveness.of forgiveness.of forgiveness.of forgiveness.    
In short, he is guided more by the world than the Word of God. 
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• Because so many set out with Because so many set out with Because so many set out with Because so many set out with FALSEFALSEFALSEFALSE    notions of Christianity.notions of Christianity.notions of Christianity.notions of Christianity.    
Conversion = inward change of nature, a dynamic duo with Jesus. 
• A second reason is A second reason is A second reason is A second reason is FEARFEARFEARFEAR    of man.of man.of man.of man.    
They have a desire to see Jesus, but then they can’t come to Him, because of the 
fear of being ridiculed by those they hang with. 
• A third reason is a A third reason is a A third reason is a A third reason is a LOVE LOVE LOVE LOVE of money/pleasures.of money/pleasures.of money/pleasures.of money/pleasures.    
Today some pretend to be wiser than the Bible, offering a new kind of  
Christianity, one that doesn’t cost you anything. 
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• To To To To ALMOSTALMOSTALMOSTALMOST hit the ma hit the ma hit the ma hit the mark is really to miss it.rk is really to miss it.rk is really to miss it.rk is really to miss it.    
Devil desires to divide hearts, but God will have all or nothing. 
• Almost persuaded Christians are Almost persuaded Christians are Almost persuaded Christians are Almost persuaded Christians are WOLVESWOLVESWOLVESWOLVES    in sheep’s clothing.in sheep’s clothing.in sheep’s clothing.in sheep’s clothing.    
Greater enemies to the cross of Christ than outright believer, for an almost 
persuaded Christian, through subtle hypocrisy, draws many away and therefore 
must expect to receive greater punishment.  
• Attitude of Attitude of Attitude of Attitude of INGRATITUDEINGRATITUDEINGRATITUDEINGRATITUDE    towards our Lord and Master Jesus Christ.towards our Lord and Master Jesus Christ.towards our Lord and Master Jesus Christ.towards our Lord and Master Jesus Christ.    
This wavering between God and the world makes so many utter strangers to the 
comforts and joy of Christ. 
 
�
For completed notes of today’s sermon, visit the FFC website – www.faithfellowship.us. Thanks. 
 


