Battling Atrophy within the Body of
Christ

BE BETTER AT SEEING GOD’S GRACE IN ONE’S LIFE THAN
SHORTCOMINGS

* 1 Thessalonians 5:11, 1 John 1:7-10, Ephesians 4:6
*  Sin will take you farther than you intended to go, it will keep you there longer,
and it will COST you more than you had anticipated.

Cutting it Straight in 2008
S0 what is the answer to our hig
probiem?

WHAT IS THE PROBLEM?

*  The problem is not getting men to come to church, or church music, or
feminism.

*  Wejust don't LOVE Jesus. We are covered with shame.

THERE IS A PERON WHO FORGIVES, WHO FULFILLS, AND WHO FREES!
*  Achoice of the will:
Philippians 2:12-13
*  Training dependently upon the Holy Spirit:
Ephesians 4, Colossians 3
* Resisting the devil and humbling self:
1 Peter 5:5-11
*  True repentance:
1 Corinthians 7:10-11, Psalm 32, Psalm 51
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SERMON ON THE MOUNT

Defining the Big Prohlem
Matthew 6:12, 14, 15

“We must never confuse our desire for people to accept the Gospel with
creating a gospel that is acceptable to people.” ~Oswald Chambers

How you define the problem will define your gospel.

*  When do we discuss the big problem as defined by Scripture?

*  How does Scripture define the big problem? “The wrath of God.”

*  How do we deal with this “big problem?” Many want to make a distinction
between forgiveness, fulfillment, and freedom.

Traditional Churches
*  Preach a gospel of FORGIVENESS.

Contemporary Churches
*  Preach a gospel of FULFILLMENT.

Emerging Churches
*  Preach a gospel of FREEDOM.

Who's right? How should we respond?
*  Some say we need a gospel of PURPOSE.
*  Some say we need a gospel of FREEDOM.

“Superficial diagnosis lead to false remedies and no cures. If you want to find
true remedies for a disease, and if you want to bring a lasting cure to the
people who are diseased, then you need more than a superficial grasp of the
disease itself.” ~John Piper

“0 Lord, righteousness belongs to You, but to us shame of face.” ~Daniel 9:7



What is The Gospel of
Forgiveness?

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.” Romans 6:23

SIN: A HEART/MIND MATTER
*  Proverbs 4:23, James 1:13-15, Jeremiah 17:9, Hebrews 4:12

BEWARE OF SINFUL RESPONSES TO CONVICTION/CONFRONTATION
* Rationalization, blame-shifting, ungodly remorse
*  Proverbs 18:13

BE SURE WE KNOW HOW TO DEAL WITH SIN
« 1John1:9

Battling Anarchy within The Body
of Christ

DOES JESUS’ SACRIFICE FREE US FROM AUTHORITY?

* In TODAY’S mindset, God is slightly smaller, and man is slightly bigger.

+ Ifaperson lives for reputation, they're a SLAVE to what people think. If a
person lives for achievement, they'll be a workaholic.

SO SHOULD WE PREACH A GOSPEL OF FREEDOM?

*  Traditional gospel presentations assume that people want to be “good.” But,
our kids’ generation wants to be “free.” ~Tim Keller

* You're not going to be free unless Jesus is your SALVATION.

* John 8:32

WHAT MAKES A FALSE TEACHER FALSE?

*  Oftenit's just reductionism.

*  If we discern this dilemma coming, it will help us to recognize how we will be
tempted to present a PARTIAL gospel.

Battling Attraction within The Body
of Christ

“The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing.”
1 Corinthians 1:18

WE MUST BE FAITHFUL TO THE GOSPEL

*  “The gospel itself is disagreeable, unattractive, repulsive, and alarming to
the world. It exposes sin, condemns pride, convicts the unbelieving heart,
and shows human righteousness to be worthless, defiled, filthy rags.” ~John
MacArthur

* The Bible is very clear that mankind does REJECT God, and the reason the
unbeliever is un-churched is a matter of being a FALLEN creature who has
rejected God (Romans 1:18-32, 3:10-18).

*  What society shows is that people have not rejected the gods of their own
creation/imagination, but they don’t SEEK the true God.

“But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.” 1 John 1:7

HELP IN RESTORING A BELIEVER

*  CONFRONT sin gently and lovingly - at the same time, we must be careful to
watch our own walk.
*  Galatians 6:1-3

PRESENT EVERY MAN COMPLETE IN CHRIST

*  Colossians 1:28-29

*  The gospel includes a salvation from SELF and its appetites. Yet the gospel
is a salvation from God and His wrath.

GLORIFY GOD
* 1 Corinthians 10:31
*  Use radical amputation wherever necessary (Matthew 5:29).



