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MEEK (GENTLE)

SERMON ON THE MOUNT

The Beatitudes

“A True View of You”
Matthew 5:5

Questions:

What is the world’s idea of conquest and possession?

What about “blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth”?

If God did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all, will He not freely give
us all things with Him?

“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.”
Questions:

What does meekness have to do with God?
How does becoming meek promote the hallowing of God’s name?

The Matthew 5:5 description of a Christian causes real surprise
since it's so completely and entirely opposed to everything
natural man thinks.

The ancient church = non cupidi vindicate.
Their right is in the will of their Lord, that and no more.

“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.”

Meek or Gentle

Greek = Praus:

+  Expressed not only in one’s outward behavior or in relationships

+  Notamere natural disposition

+  Expressed rather as an invasive grace of the soul, first and chiefly toward God.

A Tale of Two People

On one hand:

*  Aperson who does not like to LISTEN to what other people have to say,
especially if they speak with authority.

*  Not receptive to the Word of God, but filters it through own DESIRES and
receives it selectively, if at all.

On the other hand:

. Another kind of person recognizes the limitations of own knowledge and the
fallibility of his thinking, and so is EAGER to listen and learn.
Receives the Word of God with meekness, an attitude of ACCEPTING God's
dealings as good, without disputing or resisting.

James 1:19-21

Meekness doesn't mean we are GULLIBLE 1 peter3:15

If 1 give my opinion without giving any reason other than | believe it, | would
not be acting in meekness no matter how soft-spoken | might be.

Meekness isn't ABSENCE of passion, conviction, and
indignation for the glory of God

Let's be wise as serpents and as innocent as doves in discerning what is
meekness and what is pride.

Meekness is seated in SUBMISSION 1 Peter 3:3-4

*  Submission is a perfect picture of gentleness, and a perfect word to describe
how Jesus responded to the Father in everything, laying every right and
benefit down.




BENEFIT

Inherit the EARTH

Psalm 25:9; 37:11

+  Matthew 11:28-30

+  Hebrews 12:2

+  The apparent POWERLESS have received a plot of earth, they have the Church
and its Christ-centered fellowship with brothers and sisters, even if amid
persecutions to the length of the cross.

+  The renewal of the earth begins at Golgatha where the MEEK ONE died, and
from there it spreads.

PICTURE CHRIST, NOT SELF

Meekness doesn't walk around WOUNDED

+ Romans 7:18

+  Meekness is the power to absorb adversity and criticism without LASHING
back.

+  When I focus on WOUNDS, |am not being meek.

Wounds: a divine SQUEEZE to reveal what's inside

+  Ultimately trials and suffering are a result of Adam’s FALL (Genesis 3)
+  God is always the remote or distant CAUSE of all that happens, but
God is never the AUTHOR of sin (James 1:12-18).
God is SOVERIGN (lsaiah 46:9-11; Ephesians 1:11)
Includes both calamity and blessing (Jeremiah 32:42; Lam. 3:37-38)

RESPONDING to trials, suffering, wounds....

+ 2 Corinthians 5:9-10

+  Don'tjust pray to “hang in there” or “get it over with” or “just get me through
it” or “heal it for me” - but ask God to help you GROW through it so you can
be more like Jesus (Romans 8:28-29; James 1:2-4)

A MODEL OF THE MEEK

THE MEEK:
A) TRUST in God

Biblical meekness is rooted in the deep confidence that God is for you
and not against you.
Poor in spirit — realize your own weakness and inability, truly helpless.

B) YOKED with Christ
Meek people admit that they are insufficient to cope with the stresses,
pressures and obstacles of life; they trust that God is able and willing to
empower, lead and protect.

C) Stop, look and LISTEN

Discover that God can be trusted.
Commit your way to Him.
Wait patiently for the work of God in your lives.

Psalm 46:10

ALL THINGS ARE YOURS
1 Corinthians 3:18-23

The promise of inheriting the earth gives strength to our meekness.
You don't need the vain pleasure of one-up-manship because God has
already made you an heir of the world.

“Meek people aren’t lazy, rather they're free of frenzy. They
have a kind of steady calm that comes from knowing that God is
omnipotent, that He has their affairs under His control, and that
He is gracious and will work things out. Meek people have a
quiet steadiness in their lives in the midst of upheaval.”

~John Piper

| For completed notes of today's sermon, visit the FFC website — www.faithfellowship.us. Thanks.




