Questions:
Do you yearn for God?
Do you crave to read and meditate on His Word and learn from it being
obedient to what you've learned?
Does His Word'’s teaching fill the huge void (which death to your sin has left
in you) with yearning for righteousness?

Professing Christians who lack joy & happiness struggle because:
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“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
For they shall be filled.” Matthew 5:6

Seeking deliverance from self: not only do believer s
renounce their rights, they renounce their own
righteousness too!

Dieing to self

Contrition regarding my sin, MOURNING over my missing the mark, is
evidence of “poor in spirit” (humility).

$ To follow Christ, we must DIE to self (Luke 9:23).

The Pollution of secret sins
$ The hunger and thirsting for RIGHTEOUSNESS wants to get rid of that
desire for sin, not only outside, but INSIDE as well.

$ When you stop trying to CONTROL and give up your desires, a void
grows in you, a hunger to RID self of the pollution of sin.




Only Way to Happiness

HUNGERING and thirsting for righteousness

$  Whenever you put HAPPINESS before righteousness, you will be doomed to
misery (this is the great message of the Bible).

$ Itis not they who are not happy who hunger and THIRST after happiness, but
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for RIGHTEQUSNESS for they shall
be filled.”

I must understand: | cannot establish righteousness myself.

Those who FOLLOW Jesus grow hungry and thirsty on

the way

$ Whenyou stop trying to CONTROL and give up your desires, a void grows in
you, a HUNGER supreme desire to be like Christ!

Our salvation

$ Only God’s HOLINESS can replace emptiness and fill your longing.
$ How does this happen? It happens at once, glory to God!

$ The BARRIER of sin and guilt between us and God is removed.
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Romans 4:18-21
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Without focus on SCRIPTURE faith is covered with uncertainty,
hope is cramped with unpredictability, and joy is retarded by fear (Romans 15)
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Romans 8:18-25
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God is sovereign
God is omnipotent, all-powerful
God is a loving Father
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Romans 5:1-5

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
For they shall be filled.” Matthew 5:6
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