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The Disposition of a Christian

SERMON ON THE MOUNT

The Beatitudes
“Controlled by my Christianity”
Matthew 5.7

Traveling down the road of the Beatitudes paved by Jesus Christ, we're
brought to the place where we see our inability to pay our sin-debt (poor
in spirit). That is established and we mourn our sin. The result of our
mourning brings the grace of spiritual comfort. Where we were hardened
and cold, we now practice the ultimate in self-control and surrender to
Christ, growing meek, gentle and teachable. We trade in self
righteousness, hungering and thirsting for the righteousness found
only in Christ.

MERCY

We give what we did not earn, and in showing mercy,
we prove that we have been shown mercy by Jesus
Christ.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.”
Do you forgive others?
Do you actively extend mercy to them?

“We are not meant to control our Christianity, our Christianity is meant
to control us.” ~D. M Lloyd Jones

“I live, yet not |, but Christ lives in me.” ~Apostle Paul

Dealing with the Miserable CONSEQUENCE of Sin
1 Thessalonians 5:14 “Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are
unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all.”
Say no to sin, yes to sinners.
Mercy: a desire to relieve the SUFFERING

When you FORGIVE, bitterness is gone, and you're no
longer a victim.

Hebrews 12:14-17 “Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which
no one will see the Lord; looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of
God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many
become defiled...”

There is no self-righteousness in MERCY.

* Inorder to be merciful, you must CAST AWAY the most priceless
treasure of your human life, your personal dignity and honor.

* Those who have renounced their own dignity and put aside their
aspirations for possessions and power, these sojourners on earth, these
sinners, these followers of Jesus display their love for God in being
MERCIFUL.

* The only honor and dignity they know is Christ.




BENEFIT: Obtain Mercy

OBTAIN mercy

Matthew 6:14-15 “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”

But what about the foundation of the GOSPEL?
+  “For by grace we are saved through faith”

+  “While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”

«  “When we were enemies, we were reconciled to God”

+  “Godwas in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself”

Well, if doctrine UNITES disciples of Christ, then let’s rightly

divide.

+ lam only truly forgiven when I am truly REPENTANT.

+  Truly repentant means | realize | deserve nothing but punishment.

+ Thatlam FORGIVEN is to be attributed entirely to the love of God and
His mercy and grace.

+ Iflam truly repentant and realize that | am only forgiven in that way ,
then of necessity | shall FORGIVE those who trespass me.

Poor in spirit
+  The only dignity the merciful experientially know is their Lord’s own
mercy, to which alone they owe their very life!

Doing Deliberate Discipleship
Mercy Overrides Law

A MERCIFUL worldview
NO to sin, YES to the sinner
| see everyone in a state of sin as one who is to be pitied,
merciful towards.

PICTURE CHRIST ON THE CROSS

Christ, who never sinned, who never did any harm to anyone, who
came and preached the truth, who came to seek and save that
which was lost. There he is, nailed and suffering agonies on that
Cross, and yet what does He say as he looks out on the people
responsible for it?

“Father, forgive them.” Why? “...for they know not what they do.”

That's what we are to be. We must realize that they are governed and
dominated by sin. They are angry because of sin, they are blinded by the
god of this world, they do not know what they are doing, guilt is driving
them.

If | know that | am a Christian solely because of the free grace of God,
there is then left no pride in me, nothing vindictive, no insisting on my
rights. Rather | have a great sorrow towards all sin.

“And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone,
forgive, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. But if
you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.”
Mark 11:25-26
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